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2 N OT only have the public affairs of our own coun- 
try ſuddenly aſſumed an awful aſpect, and become alarming in 
duke extreme; but the general ſtate of things, throughout Europe, 
becomes more and more critical, and ſeems portentous of ſome 
ftrange and unuſual events. Society appears as though in pangs 
for the birth of ſome new order of things; and thoſe govern- 
ments which have ſtood the blaſts of ages, are, all at once, if 
not overthrown by the aſſaults of a new ſpecies of enthuſiaſm, 
yet, tottering to their foundations before the breath of opinion; 
or rapidly ſinking under the loads of debts and taxes, which, by 
wanton wars abroad, and boundleſs extravagance and corruption 
at home, they have brought upon themſel vs. 
The Revolution in France has put half the world in motion; 
and its principles and effects equally aſtoniſh. It ſeems to have 
given a new impulſe to the human mind, and to threaten to 
turn the whole current of human affairs, civil and eccleſiaſtical. 
WWWhence this ſudden change, and what does it forebode? We 
are all deeply intereſted in what is paſſing. The clouds gather 
10 vack about. us, and events n month 
ts | 1 turning 


if n 
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turning up, that it becomes next to n not to be ex- 
tremely anxious about the iſſue. Too many, indeed, for theſe 
ſeyen years paſt, have cared but little for what has been tranſ- 
acting on the theatre of Europe; nor about the part which our 
on country has acted in the awful drama. The nation has tos 
long been {lumbering ; and, as if inebriated with excefs of pro- 
ſperity, has ſeemed alive to nothing but to cheer the mini ſler 


on every attack upon juſtice and humanity; and upon our once 
beloved conſtitution and liberties I ſay too much they were 


not the vociferations of the nation which we heard; but of a 
party whoſe formidable numbers, ſupported by power, for a mo- 
ment, ſtruck the nation with a ſtupor. But we begin to re- 


cover; and even many who were once among the loudeſt in 
their approbation of popular ineaſures, begin to open their eyes 


to the danger which a ſtrange infatuation has brought upon us; 
and to fear, leſt our e exultations ſhould terminate in 


long regret. | | : 


Prophecy is the ſubje& we are going chiefly to eqnſider; ; * 
from the peculiarity of that part of it, which we are to attend to, 
and its ſuppoſed connection with what is now paſſing, it will be 


proper to inquire whether our war with Frande be a © juſt and 


e neceſſary war,” as its friends and ſupporters, on all oecaſions, 


affect to call it? Whether we be fighting for the religion of the 


Bible, or for hierarchial robbery and corruption? For liberty, 


or to cruſh'it? For ourſelves, and for the king and conſti- 


tution; or for tyrants and tyranny, corruption and ſuperſtition! 
That on the part of the continental enemies of France it is a 
war of ambition, and of aggrandizement, at the expence of man- 
kind, and for the ſupport of civil and eccleſiaſtical deſpotiſm, is 
clear enough. But how ſtands the caſe with this country? To 
be juſt and approved by heaven, it muſt have been neceſſary | 
and unavoidable. But whether this were the quid; no unbiaſſed 
perſon, who recolleas the circumſtances of its commencement, 
or reads, with attention and candour, the late excellent publi- 
cation of Mr. Erſkine, can be long in determining. Were it 
not that that book is. in almoſt every one's hands, I ſhould think 
it ugh to enter more at . n this 8 Juſt and 
1 ˖ G6 e 
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« neceſſary war III. Is it juſt and neceſſary for one in- 
dependent nation to make war on another independent na- 
tion, becauſe they think proper to alter their form of govern- 
ment, and to call to account their oppreſſors? Is that a juſt, 
and neceſſary war, which is ruſhed. into without trying every 
means which can be deviſed for the preventing of bloodſhed ; 
and where all negociation is ſpurned, and every conceſſion, for 
offences given, and the moſt ſolemn proteſtations of friendly, 
intentions, are rejected with ſcorn? Was it juſt to the people 
of this country, and neceſſary to their proſperity and ſafety, to 
plunge them into the horrors of war, and expoſe them to un- 
known evils, becauſe: the French people put to death their 
monarch, and to prevent imaginary conſequences ? If a juſt 
and neceſſary war comports with theſe principles and facts, then 
is the preſent war both juſt and neceſſary, but if not, then it is 
unjuſt and. wanton. Though the French, in the firſt moments of 
their intoxication, were certainly guilty of offence, yet, they as 
certainly did every thing, unleſs that of reſuming their chains, to 
atone for their offence, and avoid a breach with this country. 
And ſo conſcious were his Majeſty sminiſters of this, that 
the deſtruction of the king was the only reaſon which they 
alledged to juſtify the diſmiſſion of Monſieur. Chauvelin, the 
French Ambaſſador, firſt to himſelf, 1 ys to. the 
ek | 

But though the 3 of: this noe were 1 * 8 
into approbation of the miniſter's meaſures, and too many joined 
in the cry for this & juſt and neceſſary war; yet moſt are now 
better. informed, and the cchviction of the injuſtice, and wan- 
tonneſs of it, on the part of adminiſtration, is every day become 
ing more general; and moſt begin to repent, of their folly, in 
ſupporting, with their approbation, thoſe meaſures which have 
precipitated. their country to the very verge of ruin. I fincerely 
wiſh that this repentance may not come too late. To be of uſe, it 
muſt be general and ſincere; it muſt not be, only, becauſe we feel 
the preſſure of the evils which our folly has brought upon us; 
bags it 1 ſpring from the revival of principle, and be followed 


- * Mr. Erſkine's Views, * page 41. ö ; : 
5 0 2 | 1 by 


145 


; by a conduct becoming the conviction, that wwe have e 


a great crime in making ourſelves parties with the enemies of 
. liberty, ac PII of ae ; and —_— of that which i is 


at iſſue.  * | 
I we really wiſh to ntdeel that i; under which 


we have enjoyed ſuch diſtinguiſhed-felicity ; and thoſe liber- 


ties, delivered down to us by our forefathers, and to have 
thoſe defects removed which threaten their ſpeedy deſtruction, 
we muſt become more thoughtful about the public good, and 


cultivate and peine more 4 virtue, pig * * ge been 


manifeſted.” e 2h ; 
© They are no common evils which we liave to rn nor 


ſhall we find, that common means will be ſufficient to ward them 


off. Far be from me the paltry ſquabbles of party politics, 


I have but ſmall abilities, and leſs inclination; for bandying 
ſuch ſubjefts. ' Nothing but our conſtitution and liberties, arid 
even exiſtence being at ſtake, could induce ſo obſcure a perſon 


to lift up, a fourth time, his feeble voice to rouſe his country- 
men to a ſenſe of their danger, and to warn them of what we 
| have to expect, unleſs inſtant repentance ſtays the wrath which 
is come out againſt us, for our great and many national crimes; 
and immediate reformation, moral and political, ſupercedes the 


neceffity of thoſe judgments, which threaten to. grind us to 
« powder,” The candor of the public renders much apology 
unneceſſary. 1 T ſhould not again have obtruded myſelf, but our 


watchmen, in this quarter of the city, are all of them either ſtill 


« © Weep, or every one is bool ing for his Zain from his quarter. 


Some, poſſibly, may think, that the mixtute of political queſ- 


_ tions, with the following diſcuſſions, is rather improper; but 


if the nature of the ſubject, which is very different from the 
common topics of religion, be well conſidered, thoſe, who un- 
derſtand chriſtianity, and enter into the ſpirit of thoſe predic- 


| tions, we are going to conſider, which proclaim liberty to the 


captives, will be of a very different opinion. The mixture of 
wy _ 7 7757 81 to ane with the gy n 


| „ Iſaiah hi. 1. AE 8 
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queſtions of the ai is not what I am en But what AY 
lows, will not, I think, be found of this deſcription, Let us 


remember, moreover, the times are ſingular, and events are 


ſuch as the Chriſtian world never before witneſſed, and in the 
opinion of the author and it is that of thouſands hat is now 
paſſing in Europe, is more intimately connected with the future 
condition of ehriſtianity, and of the world at __ man * 
are aware of. 
Independent of all other ele if we were e to 

conſider the general ſtate of Europe, and the particular ſituation 
of our own country driven to the verge of bankruptcy and 
tuin; preſſed down with debts and taxes, and threatened on every 
fide; we might well be apprehenſive for the iſſue; but if, as be- 
lievers in the inſpiration of the holy Scriptures, we compare re- 
cent and paſſing events, with the predictions of the prophets, 
and find any reaſon for ſuſpetting that that important æra, of 
which all the prophets have ſpoken, is arrived, when ihe earth 
ſhall be utterly broken down, and clean diſſolved, and moved exceed- 
ingly ; when its iniquity ſhall be heavy upon it, and it ſhall fall and 
not riſe again (Iſaiah xxiv.) ; when the great image (Daniel ii. 
34.) ſhall be /mnitten on the feet, and fall, and be broken to pieces, 
that the kingdoms of the world may become the kingdoms of our 
Tord, and of his Chrift (Rev. ix. 15. ); there is reaſon then, 
indeed, to be filled with fear and trembling ; for, ſhould it prove 
thus, and we are found the champions of antichriſt, what are 
| ſeas, or navies, or armies, to defend us againſt that Power, wa 
which we ſhall have to contend! 

All are agreed, that Europe never witneſſed ſuch a and 
awful ſcenes, as at preſent, or at leaſt ſince the irruption of the 
barbarous nations, when the Roman weſtern empire was broken 


to pieces, and the preſent kingdoms, and ſtates of Europe were 


erefted from its ruins, And, ſeeing that all Chriſtians allow 
that the diſſolution of theſe kingdoms, as far as they are anti- 

chriſtian, is the ſubject of prophecy, it is worth while to in 
quire whether any information is to be obtained, which may aſ- 
Giſt us in forming our judgment as to the probable trees and 
IN of the preſent Ea commotions, | 


4 * 
Mo 
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| Revolution appears 
fall, of the tenth port of th 
cede the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet, and its awful conſe- 


. 
| ( « J 
* 2 ; - 
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Nor let any be diſheartened from entering upon ſuch inveſtiga.. 
tions becauſe others may have failed, for thus we might relinquiſh 
every praiſe - worthy purſuit... But, as Dr. Lowth has obſerved, 


in his comment on Dan. xii. 4. it is likely that the nearer the 


time approaches for the fulfilment of a prophecy, the more light 
men will have for the underſtanding the prophecy itſelf. “ It is 


« (ſays Sir Iſaac Newton) à part of this. prophecy (of the 
« Apoc.) that it ſhould not be underſtood before the laſt age 


« of the world but if the laſt age, the age of opening theſe 


4 things, be now approaching, as, by the great ſucceſs of late 


4 interpreters, it ſeems to be, we have more encouragement 


* than ever to look into theſe things. There is already ſo much 
« of the prophecy fulfilled, that as many as will take pains in 


« this ſtudy, may fee ſufficient inſtances of God's providence: 
„ but then (when the ſeventh angel ſhall found, : Rev. xi. 15.) 


& the ſignal revolutions, predicted by all the holy prophets, will 
at once both turn men's eyes upon conſidering the predictions, 
4 and plainly interpret them. Among the interpreters of the 


« laſt age there is ſcarce one of note, who has not -made: ſome 


« diſcovery worth knowing z and thence-I'ſeem to gather that 


« God is about opening theſe my ſteries. * | And what Dr. 


Hurd, Biſhop. of Worceſter, ſays, is perfectly in point. “ Pro- 
s  phecies of very remote events, remote, I mean, from the : 
A date of the prediction, are univerſally the moſt obſcure. As 


the ſeaſon advances for their accompliſhment, they are ren- 
« dered more clear; either freſh prophecies are given, to point 


„ out the time and other circumſtances, more determinately; 
or the completion of ſome prophecies affords new light for the 


hers which are, unfulfilled, +” The French 
be an event of this ſort; namely, that 
the city, which was immediately to pre- 


| « interpretation 0 


quences,——univerſal war and ruin to the anti · chriſtian nations. 
One great cauſe of the prejudice conceived againſt enquiries 


into the n of the prophecies, is, the general * 2 | 


„ Obſervations upon WAS Part II. chap, 1. p. 2502535 
7 — 4 Pe Vol. I. F. 37 


JJJ;ͥCöͤàã i?(C ß ⅛˙5! = Regs, 


toy 


the language in Ge * are delivered, and” the conſequent 
notion, "which many have taken up, that they are unimelligible. 
But as well might a perſon conclude that the poems of Homer 
and Virgil are unintelligible, productions, becauſe they are un- 
acquainted with the language in which they exiſt, as for a man 
who has never ſtudied the ſymbolic ſtyle, to pronounce the 
writings of the prophets to be ſo. - That ſome obſcurity will 
always attend the prophecies till the events, foretold, take place, 
is certain, but not utter darkneſs; and, in general, the darknefs 
vaniſhes in proportion to the near approach of their fulfilment. 
To thoſe who wiſh for extenſive information reſpecting the 
ſymbolic and hieroglyphic language, I muſt refer them to what 
has been written on this ſubject by Biſhop Warburton, Sir 
Iſaac Newton, Biſhop Newton, Biſhop Hurd, Mr. Daubuz, 
and an excellent recent publication, intitled Muſtrations of Pro- 
phecy, in two volumes 8vo. ; only obſerving, as preparatory to 

what follows, that in the ſymbolic language, founded on the 
firſt mode of writing (before the uſe of letters) by pifures, 
and hieroglyphical figures, ſomething like what ſtill prevails in 

| heraldry; the heavens and the earth ſignify the whole world 
politic; heaven, which in nature occupies the ſuperior place, is 
put for government; the ſun for the ſupreme civil power; the 
moon for ſuch as are the next in office; the ſtars for thoſe who 
occupy inferior ſtations in the government, the nobility and all 
ſuch as are of ſuperior rank; the darkening: of the ſun and moon, 
and ſtars, for calamities which fall upon kings and great men. 
If they be utterly darkened, or fail from heaven, it fignifies the 
utter deſtruction of their power; a coming in the clouds, ſig- 
nifies victory and ſucceſs ; thunder, lightening, hail, and wind, 
are put for war; fire, alſo, is the ſymbol of the ſame; light ſig- 
niſies proſperity and- joy; darkneſs, ſorrow and miſery; moun- 
tains and hills, are put for greater and leſſer kingdoms, cities, 
and political powers; earthquakes, for revolutions and com. 
motions of war; a wild, or monſtrous beaſt, is the ſymbol of a 
tyranny; a horn of ſtrength, and hence it ſtands for a kingdom, 

A trumpet, is the ſymbol of war, or of preparation for it; the 
earth, 99 the maſs of mankind; the fea, a multitude of 
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with words in all languages, many ſymbols are equivocal; and 


are ſometimes uſed in a more myſtical ſenſe than at others, 
Thus the unlearned reader may form ſome notion of the pro. 
phetic language. A language, as Dr. Hurd has ſhewn, moſt. 


admirably ſuited for the purpoſes of prophecy, particularly where 


preceding and leſs important tranſactions are made to adumbrate 
future, and more illuſtrious events. It at once conforms to 
the type, and anti- type: it is, as it were, a robe of ſtate for the 

. one, and only the ordinary accuſtomed dreſs of the other: as 


ec we may fee from the prophecies which immediately reſpect the 
< reſtoration of the Jews from their ancient captivities ; and, 


«© ultimately, their final irjutgphant return from their e 
c diſperſion. 4 
It is needleſs to caution the * aw this pre- 
_ qudice which ſome people have taken up againſt attention to the 
ſacred predictions, becauſe a few crazy, or deluded people, have | 
lately been uttering effuſions, which were called prophecies. 
I am not going to obtrude my own reveries; and if I ſpeak not 
the words of ſoberneſs, at leaſt, and what candid criticiſm will 
allow to be deſerving of ſome regard, I deſire no attention. In 


ſome things, it is probable, I may be wrong; for 1 do not pre- 
tend to ipfallibility. - But this I can ſay, I have thought much 
on the ſubdject, and have, i in no known caſe, allowed myſelf to 


- adopt an explanation, without conſidering, as far as I was able, 
all its relations and bearings ; and, in conformity with the maxim 
of the learned Daubuz, if the key has. not appeared to fit every | 
ward, and moved eaſily in the lock, I have rejected it as not 


being the true key. But as, after all, I may be miſtaken in 
ſome particulars, I wiſh to leave every one to judge for himſelf, 
and only ſolicit candid attention to a ſubjett, which I am ſure 
is of the higheſt importance, and particularly at this time; more 


ſo than at any period ſince the kingdoms and ſtates of Europe 
were founded, or ſimce anti-chriſtian hierarchies had exiſtence. 
5 By * 5 2 be e at dealt as 1 
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às may ſerve for the purpoſes of piety, and to ſtir. us up to 
watchfulneſs, that when God, in his providence, comes for the 
deſtruction of Babylon the great, we may not be __ on the 
fide of his enemies, in arms againſt him. 

Some will, doubtleſs, pronounce the author an citholall'; 3 
al a certain claſs may, perhaps, entertain harſher ſentiments. 
But none of theſe things move me. I know the goodneſs of 
the ground on which I ſtand; and have that witneſs of the pu- 
rity of my intentions, that I can neither bluſh nor fear. The 
truth or fallacy of what follows may not be altogether be 
tained for twenty years to come (though, I think, the greater 
part will be determined much ſooner) ; but, as I write neither 
for applauſe nor bread, it is, comparatively, of very little con- 
ſequence to me, what, for ſeven, or twenty, years to come, 
this man, or that, may think, or ſay, of my productions. May 
but be uſeful, in any meaſure, to my countrymen, to awaken 
them to a proper ſenſe of the danger of the ground on which 
| they, at this moment, ſtand; and to excite their attention to a 
| ſubje& in which they are moſt deeply intereſted; and, in the 
end, ſerve the cauſe of Chriſtianity, which, though corrupted 
and ſo debaſed in profeſſion, by its connection with the king- | 


| doms which are of this world, as ſcarcely to be recognized, is, 


yet, from God; I ſhall then have a om which 1 n more 
than the ſmiles of prince. 

But that the following argument may A its full effeft, 
it may be neceſſary to give the reader a little information re- 
ſpecting what the author has already publiſhed on ſome parts of 
the Book of the Revelation.*. He has endeavoured to prove 
that the Dragon, in chap. xii. is the ſymbol of the Roman civil 
tyranny, or the Imperial deſpotiſm; and that, though this dragon 
reſigned his Imperial ſeat at Rome (chap. xiii. 2.) to the Popes, 
to be the ſeat of a new ſpecies of tyranny, yet he did not ceaſe 
to exiſt; but the dragon, of which we read in chap. xvi. 13. 
and xx. 2. is to be conſidered as the ſame. The old Roman 
. if he eyer FR yet never died. He now exiſts in the 
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Weſtern Iniperial authority, revived,” firſt: in the 8 of - 
Charlemain, and continued by his fucceflors, who in theſe latter 
- ages have been called the Emperors of Germany, and Kings of 
the Romans who are at the head of the civil tyranny of Europe.“ 
This is the dragon, which (with his angels, the inferior princes, 
dukes, and nobles), was caſt out of beaven, (Rev. xli. 79—17:) 
that is, Rome, or, the peninſula of Italy, the original ſymbolic | 
heaven of the old Roman Empire; into the earth, the conti- 
nental parts of Europe, where he has, ever ſince, had his reſi- 
dence; firſt in France, and aſterwards in Germany; and which 
has always been the perſecutor of the woman, the church of 
Cht iſt, driven into the wilderneſs. This is he, which, with his 


_ - tail, caſt the third part of the ſtars to the earth; and which cir- 


cumſtance we ſhall, by and by, have occaſion to conſider. 
The beaſt with ten horns, (chap. xiii.) the author, aſter 
many other reſpectable writers, has conſidered as the ſymbol of 
the Eocleſiaſlical tyranny of Europe, with the biſhop of Rome at 
its head; and the very ſame. tyranny (under another ſymbol }, 
as that ſhewn to Daniel under che figure of a little horn, 
(chap. vii. 8, 20—26, . whoſe. mouth ſpake very great things; 
and which made war with the ſaints and prevailed. againſt them, 
until the ancient of days came. But whereas the heads of the dragon 
were crowned, here, the ten horns are crowned, to ſhew that 
this beaſt himſelf is not royal, but that the ſupreme, civil power, 
5 belongs to the kings, over 1 590 Sominions he bas exerciſed 
his impious tyranny. y. 01 
he two-horned beaſt (chap. xiji. aria} ee to os 
other than. the French deſpotiſm, as perfected by Louis XIV. 
If a perfect and excluſive e can determine what 0 


15 | Although u hip « can n be Joi little doubt that this VR WE to > fignify a MY 
or 2 ſucceſſion of tyrants, in any country, was originally taken from the frightful- 
and ravenous crocodile of the Nile, yet it is a circumſtance worth noticing, that, 
«6 the Emperors. (as John Chryſoſtom affirms) wear, among other things to diſtin- 
4 guiſh them, filken robes, embroidered with gold, in which dragons were repre- 
6 ſented. Jozr: IN. —Let us figure to ourſelves an Imperial monſter, ſtrutting 
in his geld nd purple: the yawning jaws of a monſtrous dragon adorn his ſhoulders, 
whilſt his 1 long 1 $1: ornaments his gira. 55 8 
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this "ſymbolic beaſt ſignified, it muſt, I think, be France: . 
Every feature anſwers to the picture; nor can I learn that any 
other tyranny comes near to the likeneſs. The French deſpo- 
tiſm appears to be particularly noticed, on account of the great 

ſupport which it has, from the firſt, and all along, afforded the 

papacy. To a French monarch the Popes are indebted for the 

patrimony of St. Peter, and for their elevation to the rank of 
temporal princes; from the French monarchs, of every age, 
Eccleſiaſtical corruptions and uſurpations have found tue moſt 

prompt and effectual ſupport, and none have ſhed ſuch rivers of 
blood, or ſlaughtered ſo many martyrs and prophets, as theſe. 
Even the bloody Houſe of Auſtria cannot equal them. The 
argument which ſupports this ſentiment, reſpecting the two- 
horned beaſt, may be ſeen at large in the firſt part of the Signs 
of the Times. —Let it be obſerved, that, though theſe viſions 
of the dragon and the two beaſts are placed where they are, yet, 
we are not, from this circumſtance, to ſuppoſe they did not ap- 
pear in the world till after the events prehgured in ſome of the 
former chapters. We cannot now enter into an examination of 
the curious machinery of this myſtical Book. It muſt ſuffige to 
ſay, the viſions in the fibelfth and thirteenth chapters, as well as 
the ekventh, are to be conſidered as explanatory ones, to ſhew 
the occaſion of ſome of thoſe judgments before nnn and 
to prepare the way for what follows, | 2 
We ſhall now go back to the ninth chapter, The fifth trum 
pet brought the f woe, the Saracen Jocuſts which proved fo 
great a plague to the corrupted Chriſtians, both in the Eaſtern * 
and Weſtern parts of the world, The ſixth trumpet brought 
on the ſecond woe, the Turks, whoſe empire was founded A, D. 
1300 or 1302, They were prepared for an hour, and a day, 
and a month, and a year, for to flay the third part of men. The 
author, after Mr, Brightman, Dr. Lloyd, Dr. Creſſener, Mr. 
Whiſton, and others, has attempted to thew that this time is to 
be calculated as prophetic, or myſtical time, making altogether 
about three hundred and- ninety-ſix years, terminating A. D. 
I 697, when a mortal blow was given to the power of the Turks, 
and a 1 put to their progreſs, by the victorious arms of prince 
5 . Eugene, 
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Eugene, (Sept. iſt. O. S.) and which being followed up a 


the atchievements of Peter the Great, of _ an end was 
put to this plague, as a woe. 
This was immediately followed how the FRO ace (c . 


5 x. 4-); which, ſeeing that thunder is ever the proper ſymbol of 


war, appear to ſignify ſeven periods of war, in the anti-chriſtian 


territory; after which, delay (xęovos) is to be no longer, but the 


ſeventh angel ſounds, and the myſtery of God is finiſhed, * 
Theſe ſeven periods appear to be as follows: the fir/? was from 
1700 to 1721, during which long period, Europe was never freed 
from the ravages of war; the ſecond from 1733 to 1735 incluſive; 


_ the third, from 1737 to 1748; the fourth, from 1756 to 1763; 


the fifth, from 1768 to 17733 the ſixth, from 1778 to 1782; 
and the ſeventh and laſt, from 1788 to 1791, in which period the 
French Revolution began, and which we ſuppoſe to lead to the 
ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet. 

But, in chapter the eleventh, there is another ſet of f viſions 
repreſenting, in miniature, a long ſucceſſion of events, chiefly 
relative to the affairs of the church of God, Among other things, 
two witneſſes appear, who, for twelve hundred and ſixty prophetic 
days, that is years, torment, with their teſtimony, the corrupted _ 


nations. Upon theſe, when finiſhing their teſtimony, or towards 


the end of the twelve hundred and ſixty years, the beaſt, that aſ- 


ceœndeth out of the bottomleſs pit, makes war, and overcomes and 
_ kills them; they lay dead in the ſtreet of the great city three days 


and a half, after which they riſe to life ; aſcend to heaven; and 
a great earthquake iollows s; the tenth b part 1 the city falls, f and 
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* "apt | 5—7. Daubuz, in his comment on this Weilhgt. ſays, Nene 
* ſignifies two very different things, length of time, or delay and opportunity. 


_ *,«« Moſt interpreters and verſions underſtand it here, ef the firſt, as if it did ge 
66 nity, there ſhall be no length of time, or there ſhall be no delay," 1 
f 
4 To the 3 a authors Ss have given it as 1 opinion, that the fall if 
the tenth part of the city would be realized by a revolution in France, and whoſe _ 
| ſentiments are ſtated in the Signs of the Timer, may be added the name of Sayer 
Rudd, M. D. who, A D. 1734, publiſhed a» Kay towards a new Explication of 
Ditivs of the ne, Millenium, Cc. at page 281, note 6, he ſays, 


% That 


— ——— ͤ re ᷑ x' — — 


( 13 15 „„ 

from att: names of men (as/i it is in the original) are flaing 
| | the remainder are affrighted, and give glory unto God, by pro- 
| moting his deſigns, and the ſeventh angel ſounds his irumpet, as 
the ſignal for that war which is:to deſtroy the enemies of Chriſt ; 
the nations are angry, and God's wrath falls upon them. "Theſe 
ſymbolic repreſentations are thus explained. The two witneſſes 
are two bodies of men, thoſe who bear witneſs for civil liberty, 
and thoſe who ſtand up againſt antichriſt for Chriſtian truth and 
Chriſtian liberty. Theſe, in former times, abounded moſt of 
all in France, and. the beaſt which made war upon them, and 
overcame, and flew them, was the French monarchy; the emi- 
nent ſlaying of them, at the cloſe of their teſtimony, was, by 
Louis XIV. who effected the complete political death of both 
theſe deſcriptions of witneſſes, A. D. 1685, when he repealed 
the edit of Nantz. They lay dead three myſtical days and a 
half, that is lunar days, 3 * 30 + 15 2105 years, and roſe 


« That the number of the beaſt is the number of a man, I apprehend it intimates, 
5 the perſon governing in that ſtate, in whom this number i is to be completed. It 
is the number of a man, not only as the way of reckoning is the ſame as men 
.* uſe, but, I apprehend, as it is a number included in the name of tome man. 
6d Wherefore, as the name Ludovicus (which has been a fayorite name with the 
« French kings), contains the 'numeral letters, according to the antient way of 
« counting (and I think it ought to be a Latin name, if any,) which amounts to 
« fix hundred and ſixty-ſix, and ſo agrees in the ſtricteſt ſenſe with the text, 1 
« ſeems probable to me, that the number of the beaſts name is to be fixed here: I 
« mean, that as the beaſt received his' name, his full compliment, denomination, 
« and power in the riſe of that kingdom, fo a period will be put to the reign of the 
« beaſt (ſtrictiy taken by a Rx vor UTION IN FRANCE, and that under a Louis; 
*« the Holy Spirit, ſeeming to decypher the perſon under whoſe ror Ba 
« plorious event ſhould happen, by this very number. 
Further, to ſupport what has been now offered, it will not be i improper to put 
« the reader in mind, that the original and primitive antichriſtian beaſt, no where 
ay ſubſiſts but in the kingdom of the Franks, that being the only kingdom aut of 
„the ten, that has not been yet conquered. And likewiſe, that the downfall of the 
4 tenth part of the city (which tenth part can mean SG elſe but France, that | 
« being in order of its riſe, as well as intereſt; the T6 Auro of the papal 
* hierarchy} is made the immediate fore-runner, or leading event to the univerſal 
i ſpread of Chriſt's kingdom, (chap: xi. 13—15.) So that we cannot expect either | 
« the deſtruction of Turk or ts till that be accompliſhed, Pe” 
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dgein to a life; A. D. 1789, or 1790, 3 j eivil and 
religious liberty were. aſſerted and declared, and when thoſe, 


who had ſo long been dead in law, were invited, as with a great 
voice, to riſe to life and power. A revolution enſued (the 
* ſymbolic earthquake) ;- the monarchy and church fell; and, in 
their fall, thoſe titles and orders {the names of men) periſhed, 
which were the offspring of tyranny and corruption. After 


this, the /eventh angel ſounded; the neighbouring nations were 


angry, and muſtered their forces againſt thoſe whom God em- 


_ ployed as his witneſſes 34 but who have experienced defeat and 


ruin. Ihe nations are angry, and thy wrath is come, ver. 18. 
All which is preparatory to the kingdoms of the world, We 
_ cee of our ee and of his CEN ver. Is * 

a ee e 

2 5 1 feet a 88 that this interpretation A > a 580 ene mths 
about the publication of which 1 felt ſo much; has been approved by ſome of the 
beſt judges of ſuch matters; and that ſome have ſtrengthened the hypotheſi 1s by 


additional arguments, and thoſe more appoſite than what occurred to me. What 


the ſenfible and indefatigable author of Illufrations of Prophecy, has brought for- 
ward to ſhe w the propriety of this uncommon uſe of che term day, is very much 


to the purpoſe. See vol. i. page 129—134. * Ivy 776 concerning future 


44 events, is a picture, or repreſentation of the events in ymbols; the author 


40 cites from Dr. Lancaſter) which being fetched from objects viſible at one view, 


« or caſt of the eye, rather repreſent the events in miniature, than in full pro- 
T portion. —And, therefore, that the duration of the events may be repreſented i in 


terms ſuitable to the ſymbols of the viſions, the /ymbols of duration muſt alſo be 
4% drawn in miniature. Thus, for inſtance, if a vaſt empire, perſecuting the church 
" for twelve hundred and ſixty 1 years, was to be ſymbolically repreſented by a beaſt, 
CO the evra of the ſymbol would require, that the ſaid time of its tyranny ſhould 


« not be expreſſed by twelve hundred and fixty years, becauſe it would be monſtrous, . 
« and indecent to repreſent a beaſt ravaging for ſo long A 'tinie; but by twelve hun- 


4 dred and fixty days.” Inlike manner, in the preſent inſtance, as Daubuz ex- 
preſſes himſelf, . the Holy Ghoſt was tied to the-decorum of the main ſymbol of 


« a dead body that will keep no longer unburied without corruption.” From theſe 


RPE, obſervations, it will, I think, appear evident, why, in the prophetic ſcenery, it 


was proper to repreſent the bodies of the witneſſes as having lain dead, only | 


three days and a half antecedently to their ſymbolic reſurrection, page BS. 
+ Theſe witneſſes, like the Aſſyrians and the Medes, God's s ſan; ified ones, 


(1faiah : K. 3. Lili. 3, xlv. 4.) though employed in God's work, 22 it not, nor 


mean ſo: at leaſt the greater part of them. 
1 Here I beg leave to make an apology for an error into which 1 was betrayed 


5 80 when ms the . Part of The ow. — . never __ Jurieu's 
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temple the ark of the teſtament, As heaven in-this myſtical book, 
ſymbolically ſignifies he ſupreme civil power of any country; 


ſo a temple is the ſymbol of God's church, or of its reſidence; - 


and which temple is conſidered as ſhut, during the period of 
twelve hundred and ſixty days, or years, in which the Gentiles 
occupy the outward court, and tread under foot the holy city 
(chap. xi. 1, 2.); but now, when God deſtroys the enemies of 


his chureh, and reforms the world, the temple is opened: that is 


all the reſtraints of pefſecuting ſtatutes are removed, con- 
ſcience is ſet at liberty, and who will, may, publicly profeſs the 


religion of Chriſt. The art of the leſtament, being ſeen in 


the temple, appears to be a ſymbol not of liberty only, a-mere 
permiſſion to enter God's temple, but of a farther advance of the 
kingdom of God among men; and beſpeaks ſome eminent diſ- 
coveries of divine truth, and ſuperior manifeſtations of heavenly 
favour. It is the perfection of religious privilege; for the high- 
prieſt only was to ſee the ark within the vail.* | 


his paſſage, if well conſidered, and compared wich what we 
find in chap. xv. will afford a clew to enable us to trace the 


connection of theſe viſions. Here is a viſion of ſeven angels, 
with ſeven vials, or libation- bowls, fuil of the wrath of God, 


and (ver. g. John ſees the temple of the tabernacle of the te/lumony in 


heaven opened, and the ſeven angels came out of the temple; having the 
even plagues called, in verſe the firſt, the ſeven laft plagnes. This 
ſufficiently determines the period for pouring out of the vials to 
follow immediately on the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet. But 
whereas; in the viſion, chap. xi. 19. the temple was not only 
OY but 8 ark of "EP teſtament Was ſeen; 3 here, John 


work to wins I haye SR 43. fourth edition, but what I quoted was Fe 


ſome extracts of the day. Mr. 8 and others, were led into the ſame 


miſtake with myſelf. But if the words at J. 14. of p. 43. about the year 178g,” 
be ſtruck out, all the reft, I underſtand, is correct. It was the kingdom of Chriſt 
which Jurieu expected to take place about the year 1785; the French Revolution, 
about the circumſtances of which he conjectured ſo PO he 9 to take 


place mary earlier, 
* Heb. ix. 7. 
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| on of foes the thinpls opened, which is . tabernacle (the reſi- 
1 dence) of the teſlimony, that is, the ark of the teſtimony, or 
3k teſtament.* The reaſon of this difference in the viſions ap- 
pears to be this, the viſion in the eleventh chapter is a complete 
miniature picture of the whole ſcheme of God's providence to- 
Wards his church; but this viſion in chap. xv. reſpecting the 
preparation of theſe ſeven angels for pouring out the vials of 
__ God's wrath, is but one compartment of that picture, and does 
| not extend ſo far as to take in the diſcovery of the ark. The 
eighth verſe will help to explain this, and inform us why it is 
that the ark of the teſtament is not yet ſeen. And the temple was 
filled with ſmoke from the glory of God, and from his power, and 
no man was able to enter into the temple, till the ſeven plagues of 
, the ſeven angels were fulfilled. Blood, and fire, and pillars of 
ſmoke, in Joel ii. 30. are all ſymbolic repreſentations of war. 
Pillars of ſmoke,” ſays Daubuz in his note on Rev. ix. 17. 
60 are the inſtruments to darken the ſun and turn the moon into 
blood, (the ſymbolic ſun and moon) — ſo this cloud of ſmoke, 
e and ſmokey colour, may ſignify the eclipſing of authority, the 
E pulling down of the ſlanding government,” By the temple. 
then being filled with ſmoke from the glory of God, and his 
power, may be ſignified thoſe awful judgments of God, by 
vrhich he will gloriſy his righteouſneſs, juſtice, and truth, in 
that war which is to be directed againſt anti- chriſtian tyrants 
and ſyſtems, preparatory to the kingdoms of the world becoming 
the kingdoms of God. And till theſe judgments are finiſned, 
tze revival of religion, and the diſplays of God's peculiar favor, 
are not to be expected. Though the temple of God may be 
opened, by all reſtraints on religion and conſcience. being re- 
moved, yet no man is able to enter into the temple, till the ſeven 
plagues are fulfilled.— All this is, thus far, exactly accompliſhed. 
- When the witneſſes roſe to political life, the _ was opened, 
but we ſee no revival of religion 2 EI 
But that the vials are the judgments of God under bas ſeventh 
| n os en bees. admitted ing the eſt commentators, ſuch 
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as Dr. Crllllier, Dr. Note Mr. Whiſton, Biſhop Newton, 

Luther, Bengelius, &c. Dr. Creſſener ſays, «The ſeven vials _ 
« are an orderly ſucceſſion of Judgments | upon the beaſt, to to 
« bring him to his laſt ruin,“ and argues that they could not 

begin before the Proteſtant reformation, becauſe they are the 
laft judgmetits upon the beaſt.* Mr. Mede ſays, & The effus 
« ſion of the vials ſignifies the ruin of the anti-chriftian beaſt.#? 
Dr. Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol, writes, on this ſubject, as 
follows: „ God's judgments upon the kingdom of the beaſt, 


e or anti-chriſtian empire, are hitherto denounced, and de- 


« ſcribed in general terms, under the figure of harveſt and 
« vintage. A more particular account of them follows, under 
« the emblem of ſeven vials, which are called the ſeven laft 
« plagues, for in them is filled up the wrath of Gad. Theſe ſeven | 
< laſt plagues muſt neceſſarily fall under the ſeventh, and laſt 
« woe trumpet, ſo that as the ſeventh ſeal contained the ſeven 
« trumpets, the ſeventh trumpet comprehends the ſeven vials. 
« —As the trumpets were ſo many fleps and degrees of the ruin 
« of the Roman empire, ſo the vials are of the ruin of the Ro- 
man church. And if we compare the ſentiments which 
he here advances, with what he has faid reſpecting the deſtrue- 


tion of the fourth monarchy of the world, it will appear that he 
expected the civil tyrannies of Europe to be deſtroyed by the 


judgments of God, under theſe vials, as well as the eccleſi- 


aſtical.& After contending that the feet and toes of Nebuchad- 


nezzar's image pre- figured the Roman empire, divided into ten 


leſſer kingdoms, he concludes by faying, “ The image is ſtill 


« ſtanding upon his feet and toes of iron and clay; the kingdom | 


« of Chriſt is yet a Alone of flumbling, and à rack of offence, but 


« the ſtone will one day ſmite the image upon the feet and toes, 


©« and deftroy it utterly, and will itſelf become a great mountain 


« and fill the whole earth: or, in other words, (Rev. xi. 15.) 
<« the kingdoms of this world Hall become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
« and of his Chrift, and be Hall! reign 25 ever 72 N Bat | 


it 1s needleſs to ee CUotaUouy, 


„ 


f „ Roman Church. p. 227. + Kepof the Revelations. $4.56 
. Vol. II. p. 313, 315. Vol. I. p. 245- SOD. ; 
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1 ſhall here beg leave to make one obſervation. Though 
- the Prophets, when they predi& the overthrow of the king- 
= . doms of che world, as the prelude to the kingdom of Chriſt, 
it * ſpeak in general terms; and though all our writers, on theſe 
ſubjects, maintain that all the kingdoms, without exception, 
Are to experience the ſame diſſolution; yet, is it to be ſup- 
poſed, that ſuch a mixed government as ours, in which are 
found the eſſential principles of liberty, and which affords a2 
great degree of protection to conſcience, is (if it does not cor- 
rupt, and depart from its principles) to experience as calamitous 
a fate as the kingdoms on the Continent, which are altogether 
in oppoſition. to the happineſs of mankind, and the righteous 
kingdom of Chriſt; which are radically corrupt, defpotic, and 
perſecuting ? No, it is not a nams that the judgments of God | 
are levelled at, but at corruptions, and the heads of oppreflors, 
May our country, and our rulers, find mercy in that day ! May 
All be ſtirred up to repentance, and to reform what is amiſs, and 
then we may hope to eſcape the weight of that vengeance which 
is determined againſt thoſe who are obſtinately corrupt; and 
who perſiſt, in ſpite of all warning, in defending what God has 
5 decreed to fall. But ſhould we determine Fr perſevere in thoſe 
- vices, and meaſures, which have brough t our country to the 
very brink of ruin; and reſolve to ſtand or fall with anti- ehriſt, 
then we have nothing to expect but—my heart fickens at the 
proſpeR—1 ſee the tents, of Cuſhan in afflition, and the curtains 
OT of the land of Midian tremble.— Thou marebeſt through the land 
in indignation! Thou threſheft the nations in anger Oh? ! that it 
may be for the ſalvation of thy people 1 5 
Cbap. xvi, 1, And I heard a great voice out of heaven, FEY a to the 
© ſeven angels, Go your way, and pour out the wials of the wrath of God 
ubon the earth, This great voice appears to be what, elſewhere, 
1 is called the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet; or, the voice of the 
a, ſeventh angel, Thele vials, or bowls, of wrath, are ſaid tobe ſeven, | 
The firſt angel pours his upon the earth; the ſecond i is poured 
upon the ſea; the third upon the rivers Bag fountains of water; a 
the fourth upon the ſun; the fth upon the ſeat of the beat; the 5 
3 upon 5 great river Euphrates; - _ the . ow th 
„„ Hab. iii. 7 1, . 8 hs 
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the air. The difficulty of explaining what is here ſaid of theſe 


vials of wrath, arifes, in a great meaſure, from our ignorance 
of the particular objects of them. Could we aſcertain, with 
certainty, what is intended by the earth, the ſea, the r:vers, the 
ſun, &c. the way would be much ſmoothed. But, by attending 0 
to events, and improving that aſſiſtance which the ſacred records 
afford, we may be able, perhaps, to clear away a great deal of 
the difficulty which has encumbered the ſubject. It will re- 
quire ſome conſiderable attention, and we mult travel over no 
ſmall ſpace of ground, to attain our object; but thoſe who are 
willing to ſubmit to he terms, 8 1 ae. find chemſelves | 
rewarded. a 
The remarkable n of the 01 in chapters | 
viii. and ix. with theſe vials now under conſideration, muſt have 


| been obſerved by every reader. There (chap. viii. 7.) the fart 


ung⸗l founded, and there followed hail, and fire mingled with blood; 
and they were caſt upon the earth; here, (ver. 2.) the firſt angel 
pours out his vial upon the earth: there, the ſecond angel ſounded, 
and as it were a great mountain, burning with fire, was cuſt into the 
ſea; here the ſecond angel pours out his vial upon the ſea: there, 
the third angel ſounded, and there fell a great flar from heaven, 
burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the 
riuers, and upen the fountains of water ; here, the third angel 
pours out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters : there 


| the fourth angel ſounded, and the third part of the ſun was ſmitten, 


and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the flars ; 
here, the fourth angel pours out his vial upon the fun. The ob- 
jects of the fifth trumpet, and of the fifth vial, are diſſimilar, 


but between thoſe of the ſixth trumpet, and the fixth vial, we 


trace a ſtrong likeneſs, chap. ix. 13. The fixth angel founded, 
and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar, which _ 
is before Gad, ſaying to the ſixth angel which had the trumpet, 
looſe the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates ; 
and here, (ver. 12.) the ſixth angel pours out his vial upon the 


great river Euphrates. Whence this ſtriking agreement? I 


think there can be but little doubt, that where the ſame ſymbols, 
& en uſed, the ſame fort of things, or the ame places, or 


_ 
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. eas, or whatever — be iotended, ; are to be underſtood, both 
under the trumpets, | and under the vials; and that the Holy 
Ghoſt intended this ſameneſs of deſcription to be as a clew to 
aſſiſt us in our reſearches, that, from the paſt, we might be 
| helped i in our pious inquiries, reſpecting what was to take place 
in the latter times of the world. „ The deſign of the trumpets, 
4 in general,” ſays Mr. Whiſton, * is to revenge the innocent 
E blood of the martyrs on that wicked Roman empire which 
& ſhed it, and in anſwer to the prayers of the ſaints who groaned 
« for deliverance from that new anti-chriſtian idolatry and per. 
« ſecution, ' which ſoon began to be introduced into it, after it 
_* became C hriſtian— T he ſeveral trumpets have a mighty 
_ correſpondence with the ſeveral vials; ard they are to be 
, looked on, as ſome way or other, anſwerable to one another 
6 all along, and ſo capable to afford light to each other per. 
« petually.”*. Theſe ſentiments exatily accord with my own, 
But no one, that I know of, has purſued this idea, to * con· 
ſiderable extent. f 
._ . What are we to underlain by Fu earth, the ſea, fre Þ If \ we 
conſult our commentators. and writers, upon theſe ſubjects, we | 
- ſhall find nearly all of them are agreed Hat as under the fixth 
trumpet, the looſing of the four angels, bound. in the river Eu- 
phrates, ſignified the letting looſe of the Turks (who, for ſome 
time had been confined in the neighbourhood. of that river), 
upon the Greek empire, to overturn it, and chaſtiſe the cor- 
rupted Chriſtians ; ſo the ſixth vial, whichis poured upon that 
river, fignifies thoſe judgments of God, or thoſe wars; which 
are to bring the Ottoman empire to ruin. The concluſion is 
certainly moſt natural and eaſy, The ſixth trumpet refers to 
jts ſetting up; the fixth vial to its pulling down. If then the 
Euphrates ſignifies the ſame people in both viſions, by what rules 
of criticiſm are we to interpret the earth, the ſea, the river, and 
| the Jun, i m the former ſet of prophecies, or viſions, to mean one 
; thing, and, in the latter, ſomething very different ? And why 
may not the earth, the ſea, and-the rivers and fountains of waters, 
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well as the great river Euphrates ſignify the Turkiſh people, or = 
empire? And why are earth ſea, and rivers, to be conſidered as | 
uſed in a more ſymbolic and myſtical ſenſe than Mts 1 E 
can diſcover. no reaſon. . by 

I might ſwell theſe pages to a Es extent, by enumerating 
the ſentiments of others, reſpetting theſe viſions, but, for the 
ſake of brevity, I ſhall content myſelf with delivering my own, 
in as ſhort a compaſs as the argument will admit of; leaving the 
reader to form his own. judgment as to the nn of the 
truth, or falſhood, of the hypotheſis advanced, 

We have ſeen what the deiign of the ſeven vials af God's 5 
wrath is. It is to deſtroy the oppoſers of the kingdom of Chriſt, 
and to ſweep from the face of the earth all that which oppoſes its 
progreſs, that is, all deſpotic, and corrupt governments, ſo far as 
they are ſo; and thoſe eccleſiaſtical ſyſtems, by which a corrupted - 
| Chriſtianity is ſupported, and truth enſlaved. The means will 
be ſuited to the end. He that killeth with the ſiuord, muſt be killed 
with the ſword.*. There ſhall be figns in the ſun, and in the moon, 
and in the flars : and upon the earth, diſtreſs of nations, with per- 
plexity ;, the ſea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them _ 
for fear, and for looking after thoſe things which are coming on the 
earth : for the powers of heaven. (the ſymbalic heaven) ſhall be 
ſnaken. 1 All which is preparatory to a new. order of things in 
human ſociety, when be wilderneſs and the ſolitary place are to be 1 
glad, and the deſert to rejoices and bloſſom as a 19 . 

If there be then but the ſhadow of a orobability, that the pre- 
ſent commotions are the commencement of this awful ſcene, as 

I verily believe they are, it ſurely becomes us to attend feriouſly 

to what is paſling z and to feel a more than ordinary intereſt in 

events. — Theſe vials of wrath appear to mark out the progreſs | 

and conſequences of God's laſt amen Le us not nene grudge 

a nien attention. 

Jo the right unde landing of - what is eee by the vials 
it appears neceſſary to get as clear notions as poſſible of be | 
judgments of the ſeveral trumpets ; and reſpecting the objetts, _ | 
or countries, to which, they are to be referred; ſor as gs | 
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judgmerits overturned the Roman empire, and made way for the 
ſetting up of the kingdoms of Europe, and of thoſe hierarchies 
which have committed fornication with them; ſo the vials are 
to pull them down. Let us then take a furvey of the judgments 
of the trumpets, eſpecially of the four former ones. 5 

There is hardly any controverſy about the fifth and jixth 
trumpets, called the Fr and /econd woes. The latter is, moſt 
evidently, to be referred to the Turks, whoſe empire was found- 
ed about the year 1 300, and who have been the miniſters of God's 
vengeance againſt the corrupted Chriſtians, and for the overthtow 
of the eaſtern empire, called the killing the third part of men, 
that is, the utter deſtrution of that part of the old Roman em- 
pire, which remained ſtanding, nearly 1000 years, after the other 
two parts were broken to pieces, and formed into ten king- 
doms.+ The woe preceding, or the fifth trumpet, all agree to 
apply to the Saracens, the diſciples of Mahomet, who, in the 
ſormer part of the ſeventh century, let looſe this ſwarm of lo- 
cuſts upon the earth, that for ſo long a period proved ſuch a ter- 
- fible ſcourge to both the eaſtern and weſtern world. With their 
head they tormented the eaſtern apoſtates for 150 years; and 
With their tail, the latter part of their reign, they tormented 
thoſe of the weſl, for the ſame period. | 

The four firſt trumpets are generally allowed to Ginify l ſome 
. extraordinary calamities which haſtened the fate of Rome; 
and brought to an end the empire in the weſt. Of this there 
| * To prevent the unneceſſary multiplication of words, I uſe, all along, the term 
kingdoms, in the ſame ſenſe as the ſacred writings, for, ſtates and empires of all 
deſcriptions ; for whether they be monarchies, ariſtocracies, or republics, if they 
are tyrannic, the conſequence will be the ſame. And let the reader remember 
that when I ſpeak as if all the kingdoms would be deſtroyed, as the prophecies do, 
I do not mean to ſignify that it is becauſe there is royalty in their compoſition, for 
z tnixt government may be beſt for ought 1 know: I have always conſidered it as 
ſuch, * Corruption i is the object ; where this is not found, there is no fear, but 
| where it is, we may e to fee the ruin eee be the N whate 
/ ever it may. 390 
. + Chap. it. 23=19. + 


0 Ver. 111. We trace theſe' ttumpets backwards as the moſt tin way of 
faing the period of te for former 5 | 
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can be little doubt, and yet there. is ſome d fliculty a we 
deſcend to-particulars, and attempt to aſcertain the events which 
belong to each trumpet. Interpreters haye differed ; but let us 
cxamine for ourſelyes. If. we are ſucceſsful, we ſhall have, I 
think, a certain clew to conduct us to the interpretation of the 
vials, and obtain a eonſiderabſe degree of aſſiſtance towards the 
better underſtanding the progreſs of the judgments of God 
through the nations of Europe — Think me not preſumptuous, 
Recollect the preface. to this book. Bleſſed is he that readethy 
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep theſe things 
which are written therein.* What is meant by reading and hear» 
| ing. but to endeavour to underſtand? And how are we to keep 
theſe things, that is, come out of Babylon and not partake of her 
fins; nor. cave the mark of the beaſt, nor the number of his name, 
if we are ignorant of the things here written ? An ,uncloyded 
knowledge is not to be expected; but all that is neceſſary to 


direct in duty; to teach the wonderful ways of God, and to | 


guard from evil; the wiſe may under tand.“ 

«© The evils of thoſe trumpets,” lays Dr, Creſſener, « which 
« happened during the reign of the beaſt, muſt be the moſt ree- 
« markable calamities that befe] the Roman empire within the 
« twelve hundred and ſixty years of his reign. From hence it 
& would be inferred, that the Satacen vexations of the Roman | 
« empire, muſt neceſſarily be one of the plagues of theſe trum» 
c pets. * He goes on to argue that the Turkiſh hoſtilities 
muſt be the buſineſs of another, and that the Saracen, and 
Turkiſh empires, muſt neceſſarily be the firff. and ſecond woes, 
Of this, indeed, there can be but little doubt among well- in- 
formed Chriſtians, This being admitted, we next proceed to 
inquire which were the four moſt remarkable calamities that fell 
upon the Roman empire, and haſtened its ruin, previous to the 
irruption of the Saracens? And as the overtaroy of the Eaſtern 


1 Chap. 14. 1 Den xii 10, 

p Judgments of God, Ec. p. 13. The Jeſuit Pererjus in Diſput. 9. in Apoe, 
ſays, „ This js above all to be retained, that there are here foretold the moſt 
eminent and moſt remarkable fortunes and events in the Church, both proſe 
++ perous, and the contrary, from the beginning of it to the laſt end of it, 
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part ' of that empire wat reſerved fur the Turks, the ral; 
more immediately concerns thoſe calamities which precipitated 
the ruin of the Weſtern part; the body of the fourth beaſt of 
Daniel, and of theſe ealamities, four of them _ ve more re- 
markable than the reſt. 8 | 
The fourth trumpet appears plainly to have Liought thoſe 
calamities, which haſtened the downfall of the weſtern Cæſars, 
Conſuls, Præfedts, Senate, 8c. for ſun, moon, and ſtars, we 
have ſeen to ſignify, in the prophetic ſtyle, the ſupreme and 
ſubordinate rulers in a ſtate. Nor are we to look, as is gene- 
rally agreed, for the commencement of the judgments of the 
firſt trumpet, till the Roman empire became Chriſtian in the 
reign of Conſtantine; and it is probable, that the half hour's 
fence in heaven, (the political heaven, verſe 1.) ſignifies the 
univerſal peace, which ſucceeded the ſettlement of Conſtantine 
on the imperial throne, that is, from the year 314 to 322; for | 
filence, as Daubuz has obſerved, & metaphorically ſignifies any 
& ceaſing from action, ſilence in war is a ceſſation from a&s of 
Wy hoſtility, thus Tully's Szentto. evil bellum confecerat zs and 
„ Statius, uſitque ſilentia bello.” i According to prophetic time, 
the period of fie above PLE exact agrees with this half hour” 8 
Ates t | 
7 Allowing that we are to oo for the judgments of the firſt 
four trumpets, between the time, when the empire became Chrif- 
tian, or rather anti · chriſtian, and the ravages of the Saracens, 
as | all our beſt writers agree, our buſineſs then 1 is to examine , 


„M. T. Cie. Philip. «itt. 1 Pap. Stat. Thad, 1 x. FB 756. 

8 The reader may obſerve, in the courſe of theſe pages, chat the author, ſince 
he wrote on theſe ſubjects three or four years ago, has, in ſome inferior matters, 
ſound reaſon to alter his opinion; but he begs leave to ſay, that, with reſpect to 
thoſe hypotheſes which he then brought forward, and which led him to conclude, 
that the French Revolution was the commencement of that great convulſion of 
nations, which is to produce the deſtruction of all deſpotiſms and anti-chriſtian 
hierarchies, and a general change in the moral and political condition of mankind ; 
and which induced him to lift up his feeble voice againſt joining i in a confederacy, 
which threatened certain ruin, to thoſe who ſhould join in it; he is more and 
more ; convinced of cheir truth. Las Wr has &itherts 8 W goes to con- 
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what thoſe four great calamities were, which terminated in the 


ſiting of the third part of the ſan, mores and ſtars, of * 


Roman empire. 
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Men having; from the earlieſt ages, made the convulſions of 5 


nature, and the changes which it undergoes from the agitation 


of the elements, the ſymbols of political commotions, and revo— 


lutions; it is no wonder that the terrors of the one ſhould ex- 
cite in their minds; foreboding apprehenſions of the other. This 
was the caſe previous to the burſting out of thoſe extraordinary 
miſeries which precipitated the fall of the weſtern Roman 
| pd” « In the ſecond year of  Valentinian, and Valens, 
« (A. D. g65). the greateſt part of the Roman world was 


« ſhaken by a violent earthquake. The impreſſion (fays Gib- 


“ bon) was communicated to the waters; the ſhores of the 
„Mediterranean were left dry, by the ſudden retreat of the 
« ſea; great quantities of fiſh were caught with the hand; lurge 


« veſſels were ſtranded on the mud; and a curious ſpectator 


e amuſed his eye, or rather his fancy, by contemplating the 
* various appearance of vallies and. mountains, which had never, 
e ſince the formation: of the globe, been expoſed to the ſun. 


« But the tide ſoon returned with the weight of an immenſe, 
and irreſiſtible deluge, which was ſeverely felt on the coaſts 


« of Sicily, of Dalmatia, of Greece, -and of Egypt; large boats 
« were tranſported, and lodged on The roofs of houſes, or at the 
« diſkance of two miles from the ſhore; the people, with their 
© habitations, were ſwept away by the waters; and the city of , 
Alexandria annually commemorated the fatal day, on which 
© fifty. thouſand perſons had loſt their lives in the inunda- 
« tion, This calamity aſtoniſhed and terrified the ſubjects of 
* Rome—they conſidered theſe alarming ſtrokes as the prelude 
only of ſtill more dreadful calamities; and their fearful va- 
* nity was diſpoſed to confound the ſymptoms of a declining 
1 empir e, and a ſinking world. But, as the hiſtorian adds, 


. Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Ken OILS Vol, IV. page 338—340- 
= E % man 


whether hiſtory ſipports the propriety of this application, and 
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* man has muck more to fear from the 05 of his fellow. 
, * creatures, than from the. convulſions of the elements. The 
'& miſchievous effects of an earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane, 
or the eruption of a volcano, bear a very inconſiderable pro- 

« portion to the calamities of war.—In the diſaſtrous period of 
et the fall of the Roman empire, which may juſtly be dated from 
c the reign of Valens, the happineſs and ſecurity of each in 

2 dividual, were perſonally attacked, and the arts and labours of 

c ages were rudely defaced by the barbarians of Scythia and 
Germany. The invaſion of the Huns precipitated on the 
4 provinces of the weſt, the Gothic nation, which advanced in 
«6 leſs than forty years, from the Danube to the atlantic, and 
opened a way, by the ſucceſs of their arms; to the inroads of 
& ſo many hoſtile tribes, more ſavage than themſelves.” . 

From this period we may date the ſounding of the firſt trum- 
-pet. In the year 376, the Northern nations, inhabiting the vaſt 
regions from the Caſpian to the Baltic, were inſtantaneouſly, 
as at the ſound of ſome mighty trumpet, put into one general 
' commotion. The Huns were the firſt who ſtarted from their 

"comparative repoſe ;” and ſuddenly tranſporting themfelves, their 
Aocks. and - herds, their wives and children, their dependants 
and allies, acroſs the Volga, they firſt attacked the Alans, and 
then the Goths; and ſeizing their territories, drove before them 
innumerable multitudes 'of nne fugitives, who . to ſeek 
| eee Ae 
Thoſe who were firſt 3 upon the confines of the Romin 
empire were the Viſigoths; that is, Weſtern Goths. Their 
-multitudes, ſays Gibbon, covered the ſpace of many miles along 
the banks of the Danube. Urged by deſpair and hunger, they, 
wich out-ſtretched arms, and the moſt bitter lamentations, ſo- 
- Hicited admiffion into the Roman territory. Valens liſtened to 
their prayers, and they were tranſported over the Danube, and 
a ſettlement alotted them in Thrace, + The number of Gothic 
warriors are fixed at two hundred thouſand men, and; with the 
women and * a e ue the . maſs of 2 
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which e as formidable emigration, to amount to' near 


2 million of perſons of both ſexes, and of all ages. 


Soon after theſe followed the Oſtrogoths, or Eaſtern Goths, 
who alſo intreated a ſettlement in the Roman territory. «„ The 


c refuſal of Valens ſuſpended their progreſs—refuſed a ſettle- 


« ment, they advanced into the unknown countries of the north; 
« but after four years, they returned to the banks of the Lower 


Danube, and though defeated by the Romans, obtained, from 
(c Theodoſius, a ſettlement in Thrace and Italy.”* As to the 


Viſigoths, no ſaoner had they paſſed the Danube, than, pinched 
with hunger, and cruelly oppreſſed by the Roman governors, 
they revolted; and, defeating the Roman army, they ravaged 
Thrace and the adjoining: provinces. This was the beginning 
of the moſt dreadful evils. that ever afflicted the Roman empire» - 

In the year 395, being under the conduct of their renowned 
leader, Alaric, they turned their arms againſt Greece, Mace- 
doniana, Theſſala, and Pannonia, deftroying all with fire and 


ſword. In the year 400, the weſt was alarmed with a ſudden 


irruption of the ſame Barbarians, Italy, they again, and again, 
laid waſte; and, in the year 410, Rome was taken by Alaric; 


and given up to plunder. * The calamities of Rome and Italy 
_ © (ſays Gibbon) diſperſed the inhabitants to the moſt lonely, the 


« moſt ſecure, the moſt diſtant places of refuge — This awful 


4 cataſtrophe of Rome, filled the nn 0 with ef 


and terror.” + 
Alaric dying, (A. D. atk 4 was ſucceeded by Aid 


| who, negotiating a peace with the Imperial Court, turned his 


arms againſt the Barbarians, who, taking advantage of the troubles 


which afflicted Rome, had ſeized ſome of the moſt fertile pro- 


vinces of Gaul. He ſoon reduced Narbonne, and Toulouſe, and 
laid the foundation of a Gothic kingdom, of which Toulouſe 
became, and continued to be, for the ſpace of eighty years, the 
capital; that is, till the year 508, when Clovis, (whoſe name 
was alſo writen en 1 and nnn, wa th of the F 


* Unlber⸗ An. Hiſt. Vol. XVII. page 191. Gib. Vol. V, page 176, 177. a 
+ Vol. V. page x90. ** — 303323. Univ. An. Hiſt, Vol. XVII. page 
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: Feanks; overcame the Vil: igoths, and united cher kingdom to 
his own. | 
In the year 415, a n RY and attacked the 
Vandals, Alans, and Suevians, who had ſeized that country; 
His ſucceſſor here fought the battles of the Romans againft the 
Barbarians, and was rewarded with an addition of territory by 
the ceſſion of Aquitain Secunda. & About the ſame time, in 
«the laſt years of Honorius, the Burgundians and the Franks 
«alſo obtained a permanent ſeat and dominion in Gaul.*” 
Thus was the Roman empire falling to pieces, and becoming 
the property of new maſters. The Viſigoths purſued their ra- 
vages and conqueſts, till the Romans had loſt all footing in 
Gaul. The dominion of the Goths extended from the Loire to 
the Alps; whilſt the Alamans, the Burgundians, and Franks, 
occupied the other parts, from the Batavian Iſle in the North; 
and from the Rhine to the Britiſh Channel. The kingdom of 
the latter is ſaid to have been founded by Pharamond, ho 
reigned from the year 417, to the year 428, and increaſed to 
what we have ſeen it; the ſcourge of Europe, and the tomb of 
Chriſtian martyrs. - We have witneſſed its end, and in its down- 
fall has been diſplayed t the juſlice of Gad in avenging the blood 
of the innocent. T . 
In Spain alſo, a Gothic kingdom was. eee by Euric, k ing 
| Ol the Viſigoths, who, in the year 468, drove the Romans quite 
+ - out of that country, after they had poſſeſſed it ſeven hundred 
years and governed it (except Galicia, and part of Luſitania, 
now Portugal, which was ſubject to the Suevians), by 9255 Lee 
tenants; 1 1 at ene w 
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, + The Alemans were ſubdued by Clovis, king of the Franks, A. D. 496; and 
the final conqueſt of the kingdom of the Burgundians was effected A. D. ou 
EI Lib. Val, VI. p. 315» 328, 


- + The Reader is not to fuppoſe. that the Goths were the his ode which this 
trumpet called to fight the battles of Providence, againſt a wicked and perſecuting 
empire; for though they were, certainly, the moſt remarkable agents, which 
Providence employed, within. the diſtrict allotted them, or others N in 


Sos ene 1 Noa omons —— 


; Thus 


were; but moſt fatal to (hs Fete ſituate on this fidg the 


( 29 1 | 
Thus have- we taken a brief view of the progreſs of the | 


Goths, from their being firſt driven upon the frontiers of the 
Roman empire, in the year 376; and there appears the moſt 


exact conformity with the viſion ſhewn to John. 8 

And the firſt angel ſounded, ( chap. viii. 7. ) and there followed | 
hail, and fire mingled with blood; and they were caſt upon the 
earth : and the third part of the trees were burnt up, and all green 
graſs was burnt up. The decorum of the ſymbol requires that 
this ſtorm ſhould come from the North; for that is the region 


of hailz the Goths were a Northern people, and in that quarter 


the ſtorm firſt began to gather: a ſtorm, which did not ceaſe 
to rage, in a greater or leſs degree, till the Weſtern empire was 
deſtroyed. It was ail, and fire mingled with blood. And ſurely 


more cruel depredations and flaughters were never known. 


Sigonius (as tranſlated by Mr. Whiſton) ſpeaking of theſe times, 
ſays, © "The year of our Lord 376, introduced the firſt begin- 
« ning of great and eminent calamities, which were felt, firſt 
« by the Eaſtern empire, and then by the Weſtern ; for in this | 


year the Goths, and Alans, being driven away by the Huns, 


« penetrated into Thrace, and the adjoining provinces, which 


they had attempted a thouſand times before, but always with- 


« out ſucceſs: hence came ſlaughters, both many and very fevere 


ones alſo; and whence came almoſt daily miſchiefs—after- 


« wards," the year of our Lord 400 was the moſt memorable year 
« that the Weſt ever ſaw; becauſe it was the beginning of the 
« irruptions of the Barbarians, by which irruptjons, which grew 
« worſe and worſe, the Weſtern empire was afflicted till it came 


“ to be utterly deſtroyed. For their could no inſtance be fo 


« much as thought of, either of calamity of war, or of bar- 
« barous rage, or of a certain madneſs of luſt, which did not 
then come upon the provinces, the cities, the fields, and upon 
temen themſelves, and that with the greateſt ſeverity.” T 
This ſtorm of nail, and fire and blood, was caſt upon the earth, 


without limitation to any particular country; but it was moſt 
fatal to one particular part, called the third part. And we muſt 


have obſerved how extenſive the depredations of theſe Barbarians ' 


"op 
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| C31 
Alps me the Rhine. The third part of the trees were burnt up, 
and all green graſs was burnt up.* The ſcene of the Gothic de. 
predations was by land, and chiefly inland, from Thrace to the - 
Rock of Gibraltar. In the viſion. there is nothing maritime af- 
feed; and the anti-type anſwers to the type. Trees and graſs are 
terrene productions; and the deſtructions of the Goths were all 
. of a military kind, in oppoſition to thoſe effected by naval ar- 
1 > maments; and continental, and inland, in oppoſition to thoſe 
Jy which lay waſte iſlands, and maritime countries. This ſtorm of 
hail and firs might have deſtroyed the ſhips in the ſea, and yet 
the decorum of the ſymbol have been preſerved, But no, only 
the trees, and graſs, are affected; the moſt apt emblems of people 
inhabiting the inland parts. Maritime deſtructions are reſerved 
for the judgments of the next trumpet. 
The irruptien of the Vandals, Suevians, and Alans, in the 
twelfth year of the reign of Honorius, and of the Chriſtian æra 
405, appears to have been the ſecond moſt remarkable calamity 
which burſt upon the anti-chriſtian Roman empire, and which, 
from this period of its commencement, to the diſſolution of the 
3 Weſtern part of the empire, A. D. 456, ſynchronized with the 
Gothic ſtorm that began to fall, in the Eaſt, in the year 376; 
and which, in the year 400, reached theſe Weſtern parts. Let 
us examine Whether we can find that perfect agreement between 
the ſymbolic deſcription, i in the viſion, and the records of hiſtory, 
which can juſtify this interpretation. Read the eighth and ninth 
verſes. And the ſecond angel ſounded, and as it were 4 great 
mountain, burning with fire, was caſt into the ſea; and the third 
part of the fea became blood and the third part of the creatures, 
which were in the ſea, and had life, died; and the third part of the 
* ſhips were deſtroyed. This burning mountain, which muſt ſig- 
nify ſome nation, 'or combination of people, burning with the 
fury of war, is caſt into the ſea, indefinitely; as the hail, and fire 
and blood, in the former viſion, were caſt upon the earth, and 
| not into She third part of the az but although this i is che caſe; 


| * Biſhop Newton turns theſe words, 4 The trees of the third 3 the earth. og 
e — Trees in the as language fignify men of eminence ; ; and = the 1 common 
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yet, the third part of the ſea only Parese blood; and only a 
third part of the creatures in the ſea die; and but a third part of 
the ſhips are deſtroyed ; that is, though the calamities, here 
ſignified, ſpread far and wide, yet, they are more deciſively 
fatal to ſome particular third part of the Roman empire. We 
ſhall reſerve the conſideration of this intereſting, and curious 
inquiry, reſpecting what is to be underſtood by the third part, 
mentioned ſix times in the courſe of theſe viſions, till we have 
taken a view of the events which are ſuppoſed to fall under 
this ſecond trumpet ;. only obſerving that, by the third, part 
here, and that mentioned before, I underſtand the ſame third 
part, namely, the præfecture of the Gauls, which compre- 

| hended, under that plural denomination, not only the Gauls, 
but Spain and Britain. In the viſion under the firſt trumpet, 
it is to be referred to the continental and inland parts of this 
præfecture; and here, to the inſular, and maritime parts. 
Though many reſpectable Commentators have conſidered the 
earth and ſea, both here, and i in chapter the ſixteenth, as bear- 
ing a more ſymbolic ſenſe, as though the former ſignified 
idolatrous men in a ſtate of peace; and the latter the ſame 
men in a ſtate of war; yet the Prophets will ſupport me in 
the ſenſe I have propoſed. 2 | 
What idea does the Prophet Iſaiah mean to ontidoys; when 
he ſays (chap. xxiv. 1, 4.) Behold the Lord maketh the earth 
empty, and maketh it waſle,” and turneth it upſide down, and ſcut- 
tereth abroad the inhabitants theresf—the earth mourneth and fadeth 
away—the haughty people of the earth do languiſb? The idea of 
extenſrve and terrible judgments is doubtleſs conveyed. And 
when they predict. events relative to the inhabitants of iſlands; 

or of foreign countries to whieh they paſſed by ſea; and 
which concerned maritime cities, and people, and their naval 
affairs, this was their language: The abundance of the ſea- ſhall 

be converted unto thee.* They fhall ſing for the majeſty of the Lord, 
they ſhall cry aloud from the ſea. . What follows determines 
what the Prophet meant by the ſea, Wherefore glorify ye the Lord = 


„ Ifaiah Ir. 5. + xiv, W | 
„„ Ee in 


N 


, mthe re, even atk; name 10 of the Lord God of Iſrael i in the 2 of the 


fea. Thus, when God's judgments are denounced againſt that 


great naval people, the Tyrians, whoſe city ſtood, firſt on the 5 


coaſt of Paleſtine, and afterwards on a neighbouring iſland. He 
firetched out his hand over the ſea, he ſhook the kingdoms < the Lord 
bath given a commandment againſt the merchant city, to deſtroy the 
 frrong holds thereof. * And when Ezekiel is predifting the ruin of 


the ſame people, his language is, The prances of the ſea ſhall come 
down from their thrones.+ There is every reaſon then to con- 


clude, that by the ſea, both under the ſecond trumpet, and the 


ſecond vial, inſular and maritime countries, and naval affairs, are 
intended. And, as earth and ſea ſtand oppoſed to each other, 
uuder the firſt and ſecond trumpets, and under the firſt and fe. 
cond vials; it appears to be with the deſign of indicating to us, 
that the objects of the former judgments are, not only extenſive, 


which is one idea conveyed by the eurth, but continental and in- 
land; and that thoſe of the latter are maritime. | 


Let us now attend to the progreſs of thoſe Barbarians, whoſe | 
irruption into the Roman empire took place in the year 407, and 
who are ſuppoſed to be the enemy which the trumpet of the 


ſecond angel called to fight the battles of Providence. The 


Vandals, and thoſe more. immediately united with them, were 


the moſt conſpicuous inſtruments employed under this trumpet ; 


but we muſt remember that others alſo appear to have been 
rouſed, by the ſame ſignal, to'co-operate, though they knew it 
not, in the ſame deſigns againſt the maritime parts of the Ro- 
man empire. Such were the Franks, the Scotsy and Picts; the 


Saxons, and other northern nations. 


« While the peace of Germany,” ſays Gibbon, « e was ſe- 


4 cured by the attachment of the Franks, and the neutrality of | 
e the Alimani; the ſubjects of Rome, unconſcious of their ap- 
488 proaching calamities, enjoyed a ſtate of quiet and proſperity, 


& which. had ſeldom bleſſed the frontiers of Gaul.— This ſcene 


« of peace and plenty was ſuddenly changed into a deſert ; and 


the proſpe& of ſmoking ruins could alone diſtinguiſh the 


_ # Ifaiah xiii, 11. 1 Ezekiel Avi. 16, | 1 9 5 
5 ö ve cc ſolitude 


60 


_ ſolitude of nature, from the deſolation of man, The flouriſhs, 
« ing city of Mentz was ſurpriſed and deſtroyed, and many 


* 


« thouſand Chriſtians were inhumanly maſſacred in the church. 
Worms periſhed after a long and obſtinate ſiege; Straſburg, 


3 Spires, Rheimes, Tournay, Arras, Amiens, experienced the 
e cruel oppreſſion of the German yoke; and the cruel flames 


of war ſpread from the banks of the Rhine, over the greateſt : 


« part of the ſeventeen provinces of Gaul. That rich and ex- 
« tenſive country, as far as the ocean, the Alps and the Pyrenees, 
« was delivered to the Barbarians, Who drove before them, in a 
G promiſcuous crowd, the biſhop, the ſenator, ; and the virgin, laden, 
« with the ſpoils of their houſes, and altars.”” From Gaul, Septem- 


ber 8th, 409, they paſſed into Spain. The ſword, famine, and 


peſtilence, conſpired to convert that fruitful and populous coun» 
try into a deſert ; eſpecially the maritime parts. Idatius relates, 
chat the country was ravaged, on one ſide, by the Barbarians; 
and on the other ſide by a dreadful plague z and ſo great was the 


famine, that many were reduced to feed on human; fleſh, Parenis 


preſſed by hunger, devoured their own children ; and wild beaſts 
alſo made dreadful havock of the country people, in the fields 
and villages. In this ſtate (ſays Idatius) they continued till the 


year 411, when heaven, Inſpiring the Barbarians, with thoughts 


of peace, they began to prefer agriculture to war. 4 Satiated 
« with carnage and rapine (ſays Gibbon) and afflicted by the 
<« contagious evils which they themſelves had introduced, they 


© fixed their permanent ſeats in the depopulated country. The 
« antient Gallicia, whoſe. limits included the kingdom of Old 


« Caſtile, was divided between the Suevi, and the Vandals ; 
cc the Alans were ſcattered over the provinces of Carchagenia, 
« and Luſitania, from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic ocean; 
. and the fruitful territory of Bœtica was A to the ies, 
« another branch of the Vandalic nation,”* _ a 
And what was paſſing in Britain Fa theſe ravages and 
deſtructions on the continent? For if the calamities of this 
trumpet are eſpecially directed againſt the maritime provinces; 
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8 
of Rome, it is G be expected that that iſland experiences ex 
traordinary evils. Yes, the Britons alſo dated the commence- 
ment of that ſeries of calamities which ruined their country, 
and ended in their ſubjection to the Saxons, from the year 40. 
The Scots and Pits had, for ſome time, been troubleſome neigh- 
bours to the inhabitants of the Roman province in this ifland ; 
but hitherto the vigilance of the Roman arm had ſucceſsfully 
guarded them. But thoſe reſtleſs Barbarians could not neglect 
«'the fair opportunity of the Gothic war, when the walls and 
. © ftations of the province were ſtripped of the Roman troops. 
Conſtantine, who, from a common ſoldier, was raiſed to be the 
emperor in Britain, A. D. 40%, had driven the Barbarians out 
of the province; but paſſing over to Gaul with the foldiers, and 
flower of the Britiſh youth, to oppoſe the Vandalic hordes; the 
Britons were more haraſſed than ever by the Scots and Pics, 
and otker northern nations, who, meeting with little or no op- 
poſition, invaded their country, and, ravaging it with fire and 
{word, ſoon reduced it to a moſt miſerable condition. In this 
ſtate, they continued from the year 407 to 410, when having in 
vain implored aſſiſtance, they withdrew their obedience from 
J . 585 | 
At the ſame time that the Britons withdrew their obedience. 
« from Rome, the Armorican provinces (a name which com- 
« prehended the maritime countries of Gaul, between the Seine 
and the Loire) reſolved to imitate their example. They ex. 
.& pelled the Roman magiſtrates, who acted under the authority 
« of the uſurper Conſtantine, and a free government was eſta- 
* bliſhed among a people, who had ſo long been ſubject io the 
* arbitrary will of a maſter. The independence of Britain, and 
4 Armorica was foon confirmed by Honorius himfelf,”4+ 
The Franks now occupied the iſland of the Batavians, toge- 
der with the extenſive diſtrict of Brabant, © which may de. 
à ſerve (fays Gibbon) to be conſidered as the original feat of 
© their Gallic N Amiens was ſoon after PE: 5 


as their kingdom. 255 | : Yr he or 
„ | Gibbon, Val. V. p- 228, + Gidban, Vol, V. b 2. i 
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But again, the Emperor ſent a legion to the aſſiſtance of the 
Britons; but no ſooner were the Roman ſoldiers recalled to the 
continent, to reſiſt the torrent of Barbarians that -poured in, 
from every quarter, upon the empire, than the enemy again 
returned, and ravaged the country of the Britons far and wide. 
The laſt aſſiſtance the Romans afforded them was in the year 
421. For a while, the enemy was driven from their territory; 
but, this aſſiſtance being ſoon withdrawn, the enemy no ſooner - 
learnt the defenceleſs ſtate of the Britons, than landing in 
ſwarms, from their leathern veſſels, they committed greater ra- 
vages than ever; deſtroying all they found with fire and ſword. 
This general havock and devaſtation occaſioned a dreadful 
famine, from whence new miſchiefs aroſe; -and a kind of civil 
war among the Britons themſelves. In vain -they ſupplicated 
Rome for help; for it was not only here that the Imperial 
power was attacked by the irreſiſtible violence of the Barbarians, 
but all was deſtruction, to the Roman empire, on every ſide. 

In this deplorable {tate the Britons continued, with very little 
reſpite, till 450, when they invited the Saxons to thai hn 
We know the conſequence, 

But to return to the Barbarians in Sp pain. 1 inks at 
to ravage the country, and oppreſs the inhabitants. Nor where 
the miſeries of the people alleviated by the Vandals, Suevians, 
vnd Alans, turning their arms againſt each other; or by 
the Viſigoths, ſettled in Gaul, making war upon their invaders, 
But the progreſs of the Viſigoths making this country an un- 

_ pleaſant abode, the Vandals and Alans, who now had the terrible 
Genſeric for their king, leaving the Suevians in Spain, in the 


month of May, 428, paſſed over into Africa. A new ſcene of 


naval deſtructions, and maritime calamities, follow, which go 
far to eſtabliſh our application of the prophetic viſion, 4 The 
name of the terrible Genſeric (ſays Gibbon) has deſerved, 
e in the deſtruction of the Roman empire, eee "_ with 
4 the names of Alaric and Attila.“ 7 ot; 

It would be tedious to enter into the minutiz of FR hiſtory 
of thoſe dreadful maritime, and naval; calamities, which over- 
5 whelmed: the Roman empire, from this period till the n | 


„ 


part of it was entirely ruined. In vain did the Roman general 

oppoſe the rapid progreſs of the Barbarians. « The victorious 

« enemy inſulted the open country, and- Carthage, Cirta, and 

« Hippo Regius, were the only cities that appeared to riſe above 

« the general inundation. The long and narrow tract of the 

& African coaſt was filled wich frequent monuments of Roman 

c4 art and magnificence the country was extremely populous.— 
« On a ſudden the ſeven fruitful provinces, from Tangier to 

. & Tripoli, were overwhelmed-by the invaſion of the Vandals.— 

The Vandals, where they found reſiſtance, ſeldom gave quar- 

c ter; and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were expiated 

„ bythe ruin of the cities, under whoſe walls they had fallen.*” 
After they had over- run all Africa, and had every where com- 
mitted the moſt dreadful ravages, a peace was concluded be- 
tween Genſeric and the Romans, in the year 435; the Roman 
Emperor ceding to Genſeric part of Numidia; me e og 4 - 
Proconſularis, and likewiſe Bytacene. bo | 

© Inſpired by thirſt for plunder, Genſerie had reſolved to create 

2 naval power. « The woods of Mount Atlas afforded an in- 

d exhauſtible nurſery of timber; his new ſubjects were ſkilled 
c jn the arts of navigation, and ſhip- building; he animated his | 
« daring Vandals to embrace a mode of warfare, which would | 
cc render every maritime country acceſfible to their arms; the 

e Moors, and Africans, were allured by the hopes of plunder; 
c and, after an interval of ſix centuries, the fleets which iſſued 

4 from the ports of Carthage again claimed the empire of the 
% Mediterranean. The ſucceſs of the Vandals z. the conqueſt 
. of Sicily; the ſack of Palermo; and the frequent deſcents on 

gc the coaſt of Lucania, awakened and alarmed the mother of 
6 4 Vlemioiar, and ſiſter of Theodoſius. Alliances were form- 

c ed; and armaments, expenſive and ineffectual, were prepared 

et for the deſttuction of the common enemy. In the year 

440, Genſeric put to ſea with a large fleet, which, put Italy into 

1 9 2 85 985 egen he made a IN on Pays and re- 
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turned to Africa wich a great booty.— Thus a man, who, but | 
| the other day, had not a ſingle ſhip of war, in an inſtant creates 
a powerful navy, and becomes the terror and ruin of that 
proud people, who, for ages, had rode triumphant in every ſea! 
But we are to remember whoſe: ſervant he was; and who 
ſummoned him to chaſtiſe a corrupt and hypocritical people. 

To aſſiſt Valentinian (the Emperor of the Weſt), Theodoſius (7 
(the Emperor of the Eaſt) fitted out a fleet of eleven hundred 
large ſhips, and embarking the flower of his army, ordered them 
to land in Alrica, that they might join the Weſtern forces, and 
drive Genſeric out of the countries he had uſurped; but the 
artful Vandal negociated till the ſeaſon of action was elapſed. 
And in the following year, having excited Attila, the king of 
the Huns, (whom we ſhall hereafter find to be one of the prin- 
cipal agents employed by Providence to execute the divine judg- 
ments) to invade the Eaſtern empire, TROY . to 
Genſeric the countries he had ſeized. 

In the year 455, the Emperor Valentinian lg e , 
and Genſeric receiving a preſſing invitation, from his widow 
Eudoxia, to come and revenge his death, he ſteered his courſe 
immediately for Rome, which he took, and plundered. « The 
« pillage. laſted fourteen days and nights; and all that yet re- 
« mained of public or private wealth, of ſacred or profane 

« treaſure, was diligently tranſported to the veſſels of Genſeric. 
„ Among the ſpoils, the ſplendid relics of two temples, or ra- 
« ther of two religions, exhibited a memorable example of the 

« viciffitude of human and divine things. Since the abolition 
« of paganiſm, the capitol had been violated and abandoned; 
« yet the ſtatues of the gods and heroes were ſtill reſpected; and 
« and the curious: roof of gilt: bronze was reſerved for the ra- 
« pacious hands of Genſeric. The holy inſtruments of the 
« Jewiſh worſhip, the gold table, and the gold candleſtick, with 
« ſeven branches, originally framed according to the inſtructions 
„ God himſelf; and which were placed in the ſanctuary of 
„the temple ; had been oftentatiouſly diſplayed to the Roman 
| « people, in the triumph of Titus. They were afterwards de- 
e poſited in the temple of peace; and at the end of four hun- 
3 ˙ð — © 
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* « due years,” the ſpoils of Jeruſalem - e . fk 


Rome ta Carthage, by a Barbarian who deri ved his origin 


from the ſhores of the Baltic.“ x Many thouſand Romans 


ol both. ſexes, were carried. into captivity, and their diſtreſs was 
aggravated; by the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in the diviſion of 


the booty, OY OT OO PIER es 


children from their parents. t 


In Spain, at this period, the Suevians were 1 waſte the 
country far and wide, hut eſpecially the maritime parts. A. D. 
455, they over- ran, and pillaged the province of Carthagenia. 
They afterwards broke into Tarraco, and laid it waſte, carrying 
away with them into Gallicia, a great booty, and a vaſt nmber of 


priſoners. In the year 457, they ruſhed unexpectedly into Lu- 


fitania (Modern Portugal) pillaged the country; put great num- 


bers to the ſword; and, by treachery, made themfelves maſters 
of Liſbon. t+ The more northern coaſts were nom infeſted by 


the Saxons. 

Genſeric ſtill carried on Nis e on all the lo of 
the Mediterranean. A fleet of 300 veſſels, which the Romans 
fitted out to go againft him-in the year 57 and which was 
taking in troops in the Bay of Alicant, and Juſt: ready to ſal, 
he fuddenly fell upon, and ſinking a great many, and dif.” 
abling others, he returned with ſome in triumph to Africa. Leo, 
the Byzantine emperor, to revenge the ravages of Genſeric's 


© - fleets, on the coaſts of the Peloponneſus, and the Greek iflands, | 
" made(A. D. 468) great naval preparations 10 attack him. The 


emperor at Rome ſent very conſiderable ſupplies of both men 


And ſhips. - „The fame of theſe preparations (ſays Conſtantine a 
Manaſſes) ſtruck the world with terror and amazement, and 


nothing ſeemed eapable of reſiſting ſo numerous an army, 


and ſo powerful a fleet, except gold: but as the time appoint- 
& ed by Providence, for puniſhing the Vandals, was not yet ar- 
£5 nod, en ſuffered Leo to commit wot ee N 2 


we 5 
4 „„ + Gibbon, Va. VI. page 152. 
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e of this war to Baſiliſcus, brother to his wife Vetina - 4 
man who was actuated by the two dangerous paſſions of ambi- 


tion and avarice.— Ah]! Leo has not been the only prince, Who 


has been left, for the ſcourge of a nation, to commit the manage 


ment of public affairs to men of Baſiliſcus's character This 
fleet of Leo's, met with the moſt calamitous deſeat. And 


Genſeric, improving the opportunity, firſt: recovered Sardinia, 


whicn he had lately loſt, and then failed for Sicily, which he re- 
duced; as he did, the three following years, all the iſlands be- 
tween Italy and Africa; the Romans being in no condition to 


reſtrain his conqueſts, and trembling at the very.name of Gen- 


ſeric. From theſe iſlands. he yearly ſent fleets, to ravage the 
coaſts of Italy, of Peloponneſus, and the Greek iſlands. _ Gene- 


ſeric, though far advanced in age, ſtill commanded in perſon the 
moſt important expedition. * His deſigns were concealed with 


L impenetrable ſecrecy, üll the moment he hoiſted fail. When 


« he was aſked by his pilot, what courſe he ſhould ſteer ? leave 
« the determination to the winds, (replied the Barbarian, with 
« pious arrogance); they will tranſport us to the guilty coaſly 
« whoſe inhabitants have provoked the juſtice of God. 


Spain, Liguria, Tuſcany, Campania, Lucania, Bruttium, Apu- 
lia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatia, Epirus, Greece, and Sicily, 
repeatedly experienced his avarice and cruelty, * And as the 
« Barbarians always embarked a ſufficient number of horſes, 


& they had no ſooner landed than tex {wept the "won coun- 
„try with a body of light cavalry.” 


It may truly be ſaid, without 1 that the ba | 
maritime countries had never ſuffered fuch continued, and aggra- | 
vated calamities, ſince men had aſſociated for the purpoſe of le- | 


gal murder, or had learned to brave the dangers of the deep... 


Geneſeric died in 476, but not before he had ſeen the over- 


throw of the Weſtern empire, and the dominion of the Barba- 


rians erected on its ruins: in effecting which important event, 


he had acted ſo conſpicuous a part. Odoaſer, with his revolt- 


ing Barbarians, had, this very year, overturned the throne of the 


ow. 


„ Gibbony! Vol. VI. page 137. 
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Mess I one aſſumed the title of le of: lay. | Bri 
tain had long ſince been abandoned by the Romans; and 
was now overran' by the Saxons; Spain was poſſeſſed by 
the Viſigoths, and Suevians; Africa by the Vandals; the 
- Burgundians, Viſigoths, Franks, and Alans, had erefted ſe- 

veral kingdoms, or tetrarchies, in Gaul; and, at length, 
e Ttalyitfelf, with its proud metropolis, which, for fo many 
ages, had given laws to the reſt of the world, was enſlaved 
* by a contemptible barbarian, whoſe e aber and 
* nation, are not known to this day.“ | | 


Before his death Genſeric had dnn peace with the em- 
perors, Oteſtes and Zeno; a peace which was ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved till the reign of Juſtinian, who drove the Vandals out 
5 Africa, and united its provinces with the Eaſtern empire. 

Thus we have ſeen the awful effects of this ſymbolic burn- 


ing mountain, caſt into the ſea; and muſt have obſerved that, 


as the Goths were not the only enemy employed for the de- 


ſtruction of the trees and graſs, in the inland parts; ; fo, though 


the Vandalic hordes were 'the moſt conſpicuous agents in in- 
flicting thoſe judgments we have been juſt reviewing, yet they 


were not the only enemies of the Roman einpire whoſe opera- 


tions, againſt inſular and maritime countries, were directed 
by the ſecond trumpet; for, from the year 407 may be dated 


the moſt violent, and ſucceſsful, attacks of the Franks, Scots 
and Picts, and Saxons, and other Northern ene Upon” the 


Sounzries ſo ſituated. _ | | 


' And, if we look back, 244 review the Pound we have 


ö traverſed, and notice, with attention, the progreſs and de- 


ſtructions of the judgments of the firſt and ſecond trumpets, 


we ſhall ſee, that, though the hail and fire caſt on the earth, 


and the burning mountain caſt into the ſea, occaſioned very 
extenſive” calamities, and contributed much to the general 


5 ruin of the Roman empire, Eaſtern and Weſtern, eſpecially 
of the latter; yet they were the more immediate cauſe of the 
lols, to Rome, 1 the countries firuate on this 48 the Alps; 


* Veg Anc. lu Vol, X1V. 6 Cd L, 
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5 the Gauls, Spain, and rind Wok aer the yolitics! death of 
the Eaſtern part (chap. ix. 19.) was not effected now, but re- 

ſerved for the judgments of the ſixth trumpet; ſo the ruin t 
the Italian part was more 7mmediately effected by the judgments 
of the third and fourth trumpets, as we [ſhall hereafter: ſees + 
The judgments, both of the firſt trumpet, and of the ſecond, 
appear to have been directed more immediately againſt one 
and the ſame third part of the Roman empire; thoſe of the 
firſt, as has been obſerved, againſt the continental and inland 
parts; and thoſe of the ſecond. againſt, infular and 1 

countries. 
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"Butts nds advanced thus Far, it is neceſſary to enquire, 
more particularly, what is fi ignified by the third parts, which . 
are ſpoken of as being more immediately affected by five of 
theſe trumpets? . It is generally agreed that moſt of the trum- 
pets do principally regard Europe; the ſcene of the tyrannies 
of the fourth beaſt of Daniel.“ It is of conſequence to aſ- 


5 certain to what parts of Europe theſe ſeveral third parts are to 

be referred; for if we can determine this, we ſhall do much 

5 towards the better underſtanding the vials, or the ſeven laſt | 

f plagues, which we ſuppoſe to be now pouring out. 

1 | 

a Various have been the conjectures of Commentators re- 

| ſpecting the 79 relro, or third part, ſo often mentioned. 
Some have ſuppoſed it to have an indefinite ſignificat ion; 

* | 

8 others, that the whole Roman empire is intended, as being 

: about the third part of the world; and a third claſs of inter- 

5 preters have concluded that it refers to the ancient diviſion of 

15 . , | 


the world into three parts, A/ia, Africa, and Europe; but, after 
| an attentive conſideration of the ſubject, I think, with Dr. 
al | EP. | ee oats RES 

Creſſener, that neither of theſe conjectures are maintainable. 


5 The very face of the prophecy beſpeaks ſomething definite; 
a ; and we find litile difficulty in determining it. to be ſo under the 


fixth trumpet, the judgments of which flew the third part of 


= Chap. It. 7. | 
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it ſituate in Aſia, and afterwards the European part, now called 
Turkey in Europe. Nor can the third part ſignify the whole Ro- 
man empire, as Daubuz explains it; © for in the ſixth trumpet 
& there is a plain diſtinction between the third part that was 
c flain (as Dr. Creſſener has obſerved), and the reſt who' were 
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<« the trumpets, doubtleſs, have the ſubjects of the Roman em- 


then the Saracens, under the fifth trumpet, muſt have been ſaid 
to kill the third part of men; for they ſeized all the Roman ter- 
ritory in Africa; but they are ſaid only to torment, not to ill. 


part of the Roman empire; and yet not what is underſtood by 
one of its diviſions—We have already obſerved, that, according 


deſtroy their government, or to take from them their civil and 


, 


"Oo the moſt mature conſideration, I am fan to conclude, 


chat wherever a third part is mentioned, in this Book, there is 
an alluſion to a three-fold diviſion of the Roman « empire. This 
diviſion we will endeavour to trace, Originally there were two 


« power, leſſened it by creating two more, and allotting to each 
. of them a certain number of provinces; by this inflitution the 
« whole empire was diyided into four parts, which were the 
« Orient, III 2 Italy, and Gaul.— The præfecis were the 


BE 4 


0 The Judgments of God on the Rom. Cath. Ch. primed, A D. ”_ 4to. 
p. 36-39. 

4 Grotius de Fre, B. & P. Lib. 11. c. 9. Art, 3» 4» 57 6. '6 Where he wh 

hat as a people continue one and the ſame living body, as long as they continue 


another nation,” PS Creſſener $ <2 W 2 Ref. a. p. 44. 
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men, or ſubverted the whole Eaftern empire: firſt, tit part of 


| | EV & not killed, but did not repent; and yet all the judgments of 


& pire for their obje&.”* Nor can the diviſion of the world | 
into three parts, Europe, Aſia, and Africa, be alluded to, for 


In the ſymbolic, or prophetic ſenſe, they did kill the African 
the third part, becauſe it was not the whole third part « of any 
to the ſymbolic ſtyle, to kill 2 people, as a body politic, is to 


religious rights, or to reduce them under 15 power of a foreign 


prafiti Pretoris, 0 but Conſtantine, jealous « of their too great 


in an united ſociety: ſo may they be ſaid alſo to die, when their government, and 
ſociety, is taken from them; as when a people are reduced under the power of 
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« firſt officers of the empire, and generally looked upon as Ems 
4 perors of an inferior rank.“ After the death of Conſtan. 


tive (the period of theſe trumpets) they appear to have been re- 
duced to three. At the death of Conſtantine the Great, the 
« empire was ſhared among his three ſons. Conſtantine the 
*« eldeſt had all the weſtern part of it beyond the Alps, Britain, 
© the Gauls, and Spain. Conſtance, the youngeſt, had all the 
4 reſt of Europe, with almoſt all Africa, and the iſles between 


e them. And Conſtantius, all the Aſiatic part of it, with the 


« kingdom of Egypt. And on the murder- of his e 


became poſſeſſed of the whole empire, 


The præfectures continued, indeed, ill diſtin, 555 6 ie Is 


„well known, that thoſe of Illyricum and Italy were but the 


« two parts of one imperial ſhare, and were, ſometimes con- 
founded together, when the whole empire was united under 
© one Emperor. This appears from Amianus Marcellmus, to 
have been done in the days of Julian the Apuſtate, in whoſe 
time Mamertinus was the præfect of Italy, Africa and Illy- 
« ricum, which ſhews, that till after the time of Julian the 
« Apoſtate, at leaſt, the only conſtant diviſion of the empire 


4 among theſe præfects, was that of the three diviſions of the 


« empire, by . Conſtantine, among his ſons at his death—and 
« after the diviſion of the empire (into eaſtern and weſtern), 
the Italian præfect had all the weſtern ſhare of Illyricum.“ 
Thus did the vaſt Roman empire conſiſt of three parts, as 
diſtinèt from each other as mw ren Ve n ſubje& to 


one ſoyereign. 


The præfect of the eaſt (fays Gibbon) fetched his oye 


© juriſdiftion into the three parts of the globe, which were ſub- 


« jeR to the Romans, from the cataracts of the Nile, to the 
« banks of the Phaſis, and from the mountains of Thrace to 
« the frontiers of Perſia. This was the original extent of 


s . Ane. Hiſt, Vol. xIv. page 123. See alſo Gibbon, val, in. 
Page 42. go AED: x 


'* + Dr. Creflener's Judgment, page 56  Vairer. Ane. Hiſt, Va. 1 520 pag 
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2 Dr, Creſſener Page 37» 38. 8 Vol, III. page 43. ; 
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the eaſtern prefecture, but after the diviſion of the empire, it 
-embraced alſo the eaſtern provinces of Illyricums © The præfect 
of the Gauls comprehended, under that plural denomination, 
the kindred provinces: of Britain and Spain, and his authority 
was obeyed from the wall of Antoninus, to the fort of Mount 
e Atlas. The power of the præfect of Italy was not confined 
cc to the country from whence he derived his title; it extended 
e over the additional territory of Rætia, as far as the banks of 
c the Danube; over the dependent iſles of the Mediterranean; 
c and over that part of the continent of Africa, which lies be- 
« tween the confines of Cyrene and thoſe of Tingitania.“ * 
But after the: aforeſaid diviſion of the empire, and the ceſſion of 
the greater part of the pfæfecture of Illyricum to the Byzantine 
- emperors, the weſtern Illyricum was added to the juriſdiction of 
the præfect of Italy, ſo that his power now ſtretched itſelf not 
only over the provinces of Africa, the peninſula of Italy, and 
the dependent iſles, but over all the upper and lower Lombardy; 
aud from thence we trace its boundaries from the top of the 
- Hadriatic ſea, along i its eaſtern ſnore, to the modern Aleſſio, from 
hence we crois the mountains of Argentum to the ſource of 
che Drino; purſuing its ſtream to its confluence with the Save, 
and ben dener 68 Belgrade, and along the ſhores of the Da- 
nube to its ſource, at the diſtance of thirty miles from the Rhine; 
.crofling' to Baſil, we traverſe the banks of the Rhine to its 
ſource; and leaving Gaul on the right, we reach the Mediterra- 
nean. Of chis extent of territory, the greateſt part to the 
-north and north- eaſt of Italy, is ſubject to the houſe of Auſtria; 
he elector of Bavaria has a ſhare of the flat country; the Gri- 
_ -ſons inhabit the mountains; n he Venetian and * uy 
| eee G 
Thus, when ve recollect this ed e ol J diflinR; thees 
fold diviſion of the empire, at the very time when the judgment 
of the trumpets were inflicting ; and take into conſideration the 
' difficulties which incumber thoſe other hypotheſes which have 
been mentioned, the argument, I think, very much deeper 
N rates in fayour of the idea we contend for, 


: 2 Vol, III. page 33 We 
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We muſt bear in mind; that a third fart: is made abe pes 
object of feue of the trumpets: but there cannot be ſive third 


parts; and the fifth reference to a third part, in chap. ix and 15, 
all agree to apply to the eaſtern empire; two or more, then, of 


the other four, muſt apply to one of the other three-fold: divi- 


ſions. The two former, F conceive to be applicable to the præ- 
fecture of the Gauls, and? the two. latter to the præfecture of 
Italy: the third part under the firſt trumpet to the continental 
and inland countries; and that under the ſecond, to people in- 
habiting iſlands, and the maritime parts, and to naval affairs. 
How exatt a picture do the viſions exhibit of the conſe- 
quences of the irruptions of the barbarous nations! the calami- 
ties of each trumpet were to be general, the hail and fire were 
caſt on the earth; and the burning mountain was caſt into the /ea, 
but a third part only was to be deſtroyed and periſh: To ſay 
nothing of the ſubordinate hordes, the depredations of the Goths 
were from Thrace to the extremities. of Spain, through all the 
continental territories of the Romans in Europe; the deſtruction 
of the Vandalic Barbarians ſpread far and wide, from Belgæ, to 
the ſtraits of Gibraltar, and on every ſhore. of the Mediterra- 
nean; but it was the præfecture of the Gauls which theſe ene- 
mies more immediately affected. They contributed to the ruin 
of the other parts of the empire, but the immediate nen : 
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Having detained the reader ſo . in conſidering the cala- 
mities of che two firſt trumpets, and the obje&s to which they 
are to be referred, there will be the leſs occaſion to enlarge on 
what follows. And the third angel founded, and there fell a great 
tar from heaven, burning as it were a lamp; and it fell upon the 
third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of. waters; and the 
name of the ſtar is called wormwood : and the third part of the wa- 
ters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, becauſe © 
they were made bitter,* c Stars, in the prophetic ſiyle (fays 

1 Mr. Lowman), are figurative repreſentations, of many aner 
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4 among others, they gg kings or kingdoms; eminent per- 
4 ſons of great authority and power. Thus, in the prophecy of 

c, Balaam, Numbers xxiv. 17. There ſhall come a flar out of 
Jacob, and a ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael. Attila, the king 
of the Huns, who, violating his treaty with the Roman emperors, 
and from being in their pay as an ally, fell from that alliance, and 
made war upon the empire, appears to be this blazing comet 
which occaſioned ſuch great calamities. But though Attlia, 
with his Huns, is particularly noticed, as being the principal in- 
ſttrument in infliẽting the divine judgments here ſignified, yet, 
ſimilar to the caſe under the former trumpets, others co-operated 
in accompliſhing the ſame deſigns of Providence. The Oſtro- 
goths, who, about the time that we ſuppoſe this ſtar to have 
fallen on the rivers, obtained, or uſurped, a ſettlement in Pan- 
nonia, were among the number, and who contributed not a owe: 

to the overthrow of the weſtern empire. 
In the reign of Attila (fays the Ae) the Huns 
« again became the terror of the world. And I ſhall now 
_ .* deſcribe the character and actions of that formidable Bar- 
ce barian, who alternately inſulted and invaded the Eaſt and 
the Weſt, and urged the rapid downfall of the Roman 
„ empire. T All hiſtorians agree, that both the body. and 
the mind of Attila were ſtamped with deformity. and terror; 
inſomuch, that no one could behold him, (ſays Jornandes) with- 
out concluding that he was ſent into the world to diſturb its re- 
- poſe. He ſtyled himſelf The ſcourge of God, and the terror of man. 
He is ſaid to have made himſelf maſter of all Sythia, and Ger- 
many. Priſcus obſerves, that no prince ever ſubdued ſuch nu- 
merous countries in ſo ſhort a time. His authority was acknow- 
ledged by all the ſtates and princes from the Rhine to the moſt 
northern boundaries of the Perſian empire. Great and man 
were his nn in the countries watered by 28 Danube, 


* Gibbon, Vol. VI. page 225 which compare with Univerſal | An Hiſtory, : 
Vol. XVII. Page 211. 

| | + The irruption of the Huns, A. D. 2 hoo been Agde 5 but their 
ravages at that period, were beyond the limit of the Roman empire, 
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| and thoſe other numerous rivers which pour their liberal ſtreams 
into. that mighty current, which flows above thirteen hundred 
miles before it empties itſelf! into the Euxine ſea; and here his 
Huns obtained a ſettlement, from whence the W * 
dom of Hungary. 
In the year 44r, a war broke out b Attila and his 
Eaſtern Emperor. The caſtles and fortreſſes on the Illyrian 
frontiers were inftantly ſwept away by the inundation of the 
Huns; they deſtroyed, with fire and ſword, the moſt populous 


cities in the neighbourhood of the Danube and Babe; and'*the + 


« hole breadth'of Europe, as it extends above five hundred 
« miles from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at once invaded 
« and occupied, and deſolated, by the * of n 
« whom Attila led 1 into the field.” * 
Of his deſolations on the Upper Drakes we have bw an im- 
perfect account; but that they were great and eruel there can 
be no doubt; his barbarity was worthy of the pride which 
prompt him to fay, C The graſs never grew on the ſpot where 
© my horſe trod. The opinion of Mr. Whiſton is, that & the 
« rivers and fountains of waters on which this blazing tar fel! 
« muſt be principally Lombardy. t But in the neighbourtiood = 
of the Rhine, alſo, his deſolations were great and many. In the 
year 451, he turned his arms againſt the Weſtern empire, and 
entered Gaul with an army, as ſome report, of ſeven hundred 
thouſand men, conſiſting of Huns, Gepidæ, Oſtrogoths, Franks, 
Suevi, Heruli, and, in ſhort, of all the Northern Barbarians. 
The cities were laid in aſhes; the inhabitants maſſacred; and all 
the country round laid waſte. The cities which ſuffered moſt, 
were T reves, ſituate on the Moſelle; Fangres, in the biſnop- 
rick of Liege; Straſbourg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, Andernach, 
(all on the Banks of the Rhine) with moſt of the towns in that 
neighbourhood, Advancing into the country, he divided his 
numerous army into ſeveral bodies, took, pillaged, and laid in 
aſhes, many other cities. But, as though he had paſſed the | 
bounds preſcribed him, he met with a moſt diſaſtrous defeat in 
the —_ of Chalons: : two ata and fifty thouſand, or, as 
* Page 52. + + ns p· _ : | 
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ſome authors reports three hundred thouſand men were leſt dead 
on the field of battle.“ 
Whether the Rhine, as being the ben a the Italian 

n but in part, is to be conſidered as one of the rivers 
referred to under this trumpet ſome may doubt: but though 
that part of it on which the wrath of Attila more eſpecially 
fell, was beyond the limits of that præfecture; yet, as we are 
not to expect a few-miles this way or that, whether within the 
limits of the hird part more fatally affected, or not, to be 
minutel y, and diſtinctly, marked out in the viſion, the miſeries 
there endured: might be Bo by the ſ W to 
this trumpet. ; 

Attila, being rather e chats difhbarteried at wehiat had 
. to his army in Gaul, immediately reſolved to make 
an irruption into Italy; Where he hoped to find more booty, 
and leſs oppoſition. Having therefore reinforced his army 
from Sythia, he left Pannonia, whither he had retired, and 
entered Italy in the beginning of the year 452. f It is not 
poſſible to expreſs che terror and conſternation which ſo ſud- 

den; and unexpected, an irruption occaſioned, even in the 
moſt diſtant provinces. | He laid ſiege to Alquileia; the metro- 
polis/of the province of Venetia, which, alter three months, N 
he took by aſſault; pillaged it for ſeveral days, and laid it in 

a flies; not one houſe being left ſtanding, nor one perſon left 
alive that fell into the enemies hands. Phe cities of Tre- 
vigio, Verona, Mantua; Cremona, Breſcia, and Bergamo, 
underwent the ſame fate; the Barbarians raging in every 
place with'a fury which can hardly be ex preſſed, or conceived; 
and putting all to the ſword Without diſtinction of ſex, age, 
or condition. From the province of Venetia, he advanced to 
Milan, then the capital of the province of Liguria, which he 
took and pillaged. The city ef Pavia, and ſeveral other 
places in the neighbourhood, he laid in afles, after having 
ee them; n the e er ſword. Into 
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che neighbouring provinces alſo he carried the ſame 4 
tion and ſlaughter, that, „from the Alps to the Appenines 

„ (ſays Sigonius), all was flight, depopulation, ſlaughter, 

e ſlavery, burning, and deſpair ; nor was there any ſhape of 
„evil wanting.““ Attila was preparing to go to Rome; 
but a peace was purchaſed. His commiſhon was confined to 
the rivers, and Providence diſpoſed him to liſten, with reſpect, 
to the eloquence of Pope Leo, and to prefer an annual pen- 
ſion to the plunder of Rome, and the ſlaughter of its inhabi- 
tants. He quitted Lombardy, and died A. D. 453. His 
ſons fell out about the diviſion. of his dominions ; and the 
Huns were no longer the terror of the world, —A nation is 
ſtrong to execute God's vengeance when he girds them with 
ſtrength; but when they are no longer employed to fulfil his 
councils, the ſtrong become feeble. | 

The extraordinary charaQer of Attila; and the ſingularity of 
the miſeries which he brought upon the Roman empire, all hiſ- 
tory atteſts; and his name, only, has been thought worthy to be 
aſſociated With thoſe of Alaric and Genſeric, at which the world 
trembled. The irruption of the Barbarians ues the banners 
of this „ ſcourge of God, and terror of man,” is reckoned the 
third great epoch in the ruin of the Weſtern empire, and the 

riſe of thoſe ſtates and kingdoms which the ſeven laſt plagues 
are to pull down. ** The favage deſtroyer,” ſays the Author, 
of The Decline: and Fall of the Roman Empire, & undeſignedly 

laid the foundations of a republic, which revived in the 

e feudal ſtate of Europe, the art and ſpirit of commercial 
* induſtry. Many families of Aquileia, , Padua, and the ad- 
5 jacent towns, who fled from the ſword of the Huns, found 

_ © a ſafe, though obſcure, refuge in the neighbouring lands,” 

at the extremity of the Hadriatic Gulf. Hlere they built the 
city of Venice, which became the capital of one of the new 
diviſions of Europe. To this period alſo may be traced the 
alienation from Rome of all that tract of country lying de- 
tween the Alps, the Hadriatic and the Danube ; Dalmatia, 


* Whitow 8 kde p. 187. | Et oa fr, _— 
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Croatia, Selavonia, Lower Hungary, the Circle of Auſtria, 
Bavaria, part of Swabia, &c, For now, © the nations who 
1 4% had afferted their independence after the death of Attila, 
i . « were eltabliſhed, by the right of poſſeſſion, or conqueſt, in 
"94 4 the boundleſs countries to the north of the Danube, and in 
the Roman provinces between that river and the Alps.“ 
The ftar wormwood fell upon the third part of the rivers, 
and upon the fountains of waters; and what rivers, in Europe, 
are to be compared with the Danube, the Rhine, and the Po, 
and the numerous ſtreams which empty themſelves into thoſe 
mighty riyers, which water the countries, which once ac- 
knowledged the power of the Piæfect of Italy? What people 
in the Roman empire could, count ſuch a multitude of rivers 
and fountains of waters, ſources of rivers and lakes, within 
ſuch limited bounds, as the inhabitants of theſe provinces ? 
And many men died of the waters, becauſe they were made bitter. 
Many, but not ALL. The whole of this third part was not 
yet brought under the dominion of the Barbarians ; the Ro- 
man Emperors, for a few years longer, ſwayed a feeble ſceptre 
over a contracted partion of it; but it was little more than 
the peninſula of Italy which acknowledged their authority. 
By the calamities of the next trumpet, all the remains of their 
power, and the very name of Weltern 18888 will bee ex- 
2. nai 3 | 
| Verſe 12. Aud 2 ars angel ſounded, ani th third fart f 
the ſun was ſmitten, and the: third part of the moon, and the third 
| part of the flars ; fo that the third part of them was darkened, and 
the day ſbene not fer a third part of it, and the night likewiſe. 
That the ſun, in the ſymbolic Ayle, ſignifies the ſupreme 
power in a ſtate, whether Emperor, King, or. Aſſembly, or 
by whatever title known; and that the moon is put for ſuch 
as are next in power, as Præfects, Conſuls, Viceroys; and 
the ſtars for Senators, Nobles, and men of rank and office, 
has been obſerved, and is ſo well known, that I need ſay no- 
| thing here to prove it. This TOY has geverally been in- 
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s terpreted as putting an end to the name and title of the Roman 


Czſars, and accompliſhing the ruin of the monarchy of the 


Weſtern empire, of its princes, ſenators, nobles, and officers of 


every name and rank. The extinction kere ſuppoſes two other 
third parts: of the ſun, moon and ſtars; and what were theſe 
but the ſupreme and ſubordinate authorities exerciſed in, and 
over, the other two grand diviſions of the empire? Here let us 
attend to the ſentiments of the learned and judicious Dr. Creſ- 
ſener on this ſubject: © That theſe diviſions of the empire were 
« but the parts of one and the ſame empire, was ſhown. by the 
& public enſigns of authority, which were conſtantly carried 
« before the Præfecti Prætorio in their ſeveral juriſdictions; 
« though each of theſe Præfects were under the immediate au- 
« thority of but one Emperor, yet before every one of them was 
« carried the heads of all the Emperors, who were at that time 
« in power, to ſhow, that they were all together the U nited 
« Majeſty of that empire, though they had diſtin Juriſdictions, 
« This may be ſeen in that eminent fragment of the State of the 
“Roman Empire, the Netitia Imperii, publiſhed and explained 
« by Pancirollus, where it appears, that in the time of the di- 
< viſion of the empire, into the Eaſtern and Weſtern ſeats, all the 
« great Magiſtrates, of both the diviſions, had the heads of both 
« the Emperors carried before them. 

« But it is ſtill more evident from the matter of the {rumpets, 
« that the third part in them muſt have a reference to three diſ- 
« tinct Imperial ſeats, or ſhares, in one and the ſame empire. 
“ For what elſe can poſſibly be ſignified by a third part of the 
« ſun, moon, and ſtars (in the fourth trumpet), ſince the ſun 


| © in general is known, in myſtical uſe, to denote the ſupreme 


« power of but one nation or empire? There is then, in that 
« expreſſion, of the third part of the ſun, a plain ſignification of 
< two other Imperial ſeats, beſides that which is intended 108 the 
« firſt third part,” * | | 

The extinction of one third part, then, of the ſun, moon, Pe 
ſtars, of the Roman, political, bern was effected when the 
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F 
Prefecture of the Gn was brought under the dominion of the 
Barbarians. The other third part ſtill ſhone, and continued to 
ſhine, in the Eaſt, though with a feeble and diminiſhed light, 
till the year 1453, when the Turks entirely ſubverted the 

Eaſlern empire. The Italian third part of the ſun was ſmitten 
and extinguiſhed, when Odoacer, with his Barbarians, revolted ;' 
and, in the year 476, put to death the Emperor Oreſtes, ſtripped 
bis ſon, Auguſtulus, of the enſigns of the Imperial dignity, and 
_ cauſed himſelf to be proclaimed King of Italy. Thus failed the 
very name of an empire in the Weſt, five hundred and ſeven 
Feoears after the eſtabliſhment of the Roman monarchy, and thir- | 
. e and twenty-four from the foundation of Rome. 
Commentators in general make this Revolution, not only tie 
extinAion of the Weſtern ſymbolic ſun, but alſo of the moon 
and ſtars; but ſome of the inferior luminaries continued to glim- 
| mer for ninety-two years longer. Italy, while under the ſove- 
reignty of the Oſtrogoths, and when it was afterwards reduced 
to the ſlate of a province of the Eaſtern empire, by Juſtiuian, 
continued to be governed, as in the days of Conſtantine, by 
Conſulares, Correctors, Præſides, &c. no alteration in the go- 
vernment having been made; but Longinus being ſent, A. D. 
3568, with abſolute authority to govern Italy, he ſuppreſſed thoſe 
- magiſtrates, and in their ſtead placed, in each city of conſe- 
quence, a governor, whom he diſtinguiſhed. with the title of 
Duke. The city of Rome was not more honoured than any 
other; for Longinus, having aboliſhed the very name of Senate 
and Conſuls, appointed a Magiſtrate over that metropohs, with 
the title of Duke, common to the governors. of other cities. 
Himfelf took the title of Exarch, and reſided at Ravenna, 
as did his ſucceſſors; whence they were afterwards known by 
dhe title of Exarchs of Ravenna, This exarchate continued for 

one hundred and eighty. three years, that is, till the year 751) 

when Eutichius, the laſt Exarch, was expelled, and Ravenna 

ttt fen by Aſtulphus, King of the Lombards.#— Thus it was not 
. all the year $6l, that 1 fourth trumpet produced 5 its effecls, 
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| by utterly extinguiſhing the inferior lumen of the bosse 
| heavens of the Weſtern world. . 
As to the two. following tr umpets, they ſo Se hen o 
he Saracens and Turks, that there are ſcarcely two opinions on 
the ſubjett; and as they afford no light for the illuſtration of the 
vials, any farther than to aſcertain the object of the ſixth; I 
ſhall not unneceſſarily detain the. reader; but after ſoliciting his 
attention to one brief obſervation, paſs to the conſideration. of 
thoſe ſeven laſt plagues which are to demoliſh thoſe anti-chriſ- 
tian kingdoms, (ſo far as they are ſuch) and hierarchies, for 
the erechion of Wen, the deſtruction of the Weltern . | 
made way. | 
Before we naſe; to the conſideration of the ſeven vials it will 
be proper to notice the commencement, and progreſs of the cala- 
mities of the firſt four trumpets, which terminated in the ruin of 
the Roman Cæſars, and their monarchy in the Weſt. The firſt 
trumpet brought the Goths, as a ſtorm of hail, and fire, mingled 
with blood; the ſecond, a few years after, caſt a burning moun- 
tain into the ſea. The judgments of theſe two trumpets ran on 
together, till the third trumpet brought the blazing comet, which 
ſell upon the rivers; nor did they then ceaſe, but being united 
with thoſe of this third irumpet, which were of ſhorter dura- 
tion, they continued their progreſs til Odoacer, and his motly 
multitude of revolting mercenaries eſſected the final ruin of the 
Imperial Power in the Weſt. The obſervation of this fact, that, 
though the commencements of the judgments of the trumpets were 
diſtin, yet theſe judgments ran on together, and mingled ia 
their couiſe, may be of conſidetable uſe to aſſiſt us in our in- 
quiries, ape ing the Judgments of the vials. 
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That all the judgments of the vials are to be conſidered as 
included under the ſeventh, trumpet, has been already obſerved, 
as has alſo the end and deſign,of them. An end, worthy of that 

Being, who inſpired holy men, for the conſolation of his afflicted . 
people, and for the conviction of unbelievers, to ſpeak before- 


8 . EY : 
hand of id dnt of Chriſt, and of the ner of 10 1 


There is an intereſting coming of Chriſt, previous to his mani- 
feſlation for the final judgment, of which the prophets have 


ſpoken. I beheld till the thrones were caft down, and the ancient 
of days did fit—thouſand thouſands miniſtered unto him, and | 


ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſlood before him; the judgment 


was fat, and the books were opened; —T beheld till even the beaft 


was flain, and his body deflroyed and given to the burning flame.— 
And there was given him (Meſſiah, the Son of Man) dominion, 


au glory, and a ling dom, that all people, nations, and languages 
Fhould ſerve him. And what beaſt is this, on which the Son of 


Man comes to fit in judgment; and which is condemned to 
utter deſtruction? The remains of the Roman monarchy, exiſt- 


ing in the anti. chriſtian kingdoms of Europe. This deſtruQtion, | 
previous to the kingdom of Chriſt, is the ſame, under other 


ſymbols, with that where Daniel ſees the ſlone which was cut 


ul of the mountain without hands, ſmite the image upon the feet 
and tocs, atid break _—_ to rea lo that the i N ou: and 


5 2 
* he ſays, There ſhall be figns in the ſun, a 


fee the Son of Man coming in a cloud, with power and great glory.+ 
Coming in a cloud is the ſymbol of: ſucceſs and victory. And 


what is here ſaid, means, that God, in his providence, as admi- 
nniſtered by the Meſſiah, will come in his vengeance to deſtroy | 
all the tyrannies and corrupt ſyſtems which have ſo long op- 
poſed the defigns of his goodneſs, and to overthrow all the ene- 
mies of God and his people, preparatory to a ſtate of univerſal 
peace and juſtice, The judgments of the vials are the diſplay 
of this very wrath, and the conſequence is to be the ruin of the 


| beaſt and his party; of the great whore, and the kings of the 
earth who have committed fornication with her: nor will they 


terminate till Babylon is thrown down, to be found no more | 


* Daniel vii. + Luke xx), 23. 


[Uf VH —  — — 


To this ſame n and to ait hene e Lord refers, 


in the moon, and 


inthe flars, and upon the earth diftreſs of nation then ſhall they - 
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481 4llʒ wi cared for the increaſe of that king, 


which will continue for ever, 

In the accompliſhment of theſe awful, but in the end, glori- 
ous deſigns of God, by the execution of the ſeven laſt plagues, 
we may, I think, rationally expect that there will be a conſider- 
able correſpondence of events with thoſe. of the trumpets, which 
gave birth to the preſent kingdoms of Europe. The ſymbols 
uſed, and the ſimilarity of the objects affected, ſtrikingly indi- 
cate this; but yet, ſeeing that circumſtances ſo materially differ, 
we are not to expect an exact conformity: for although there 
may be a general likeneſs between the evenis of the vials poured 
on the earth, the ſea, the rivers, and the fun, and thoſe under 
the firſt four trumpets, yet it does not follow that in their extent | 
or duration they muſt be the ſame. This, or that vial, may bring 
calamities, more or leſs; extenſive and ſevere, than thoſe of the 
trumpets ;. and yet the nature and the objects of the judgments, 
may poſſeſs ſo diſtin a conformity, and ſo general a likeneſs, as 
to aſſiſt us in TOR with n n the progreſs : 
of them, 

l beg leave alſo to ahi that T's the 8 that 

the preſent calamities, in Europe, are thoſe laſt plagues which 
are to bring Babylon to an end, ſhould be juſt, yet we are not 
to expect, in the preſent unfiniſhed fate of things, to be able 


to diſcover ſuch a clear and perfect agreement between events | 


and prophecy, as to remove every difficulty, and place the evi- 
dence in ſuch a point of light as to produce irreſiſtible con- 
viſtion ; eſpecially on minds unuſed to ſuch inveſtigations; or 
which are biaſſed by prejudice. This is not to be expected 
till the whole ſcheme of Providence! is eee or, at leaſt, 
farther advanced. | 
Indeed, it was never intended that wok ſhould be with. 
out ſhade; nor that it ſhould be eaſily underſtood, and applied, 
before i its completion. It has been obſerved (ſays Dr. Hurd) 
„that, as the completion of prophecy is left, for the moſt 
part, to the inſtrumentality of free agents, if the circum. 


„Rer. Wil. 2%, 1 Daniel vii. 24. 
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4 ſtances of the event were predicted with the utmoſt pre- 
4 cifion, either human obſtinacy uiglit be tempted to form, y 


the abſurd indeed, but criminal purpoſe, of counteracting 
4 the prediction. On the contrary, by throwing ſome part 


at of the predicted event into ſhade, the moral faculties of 
the agent have their proper play, and the guilt of an intend- 


«ed oppoſition,” to the will of heaven, is avoided. This 
es reafon ſeems. to have its weight; and many others might 


« ſtill be mentioned. But the ſame degree of ſhade is not 


always to remain. A certain degree of light (ſays the ſame 


elegant Writer), we wil fay, was to be communicated 
4 from the date of the prophecy ; but it is very conceivable, 
<. that the ages nearer- the completion of it might be more 


46 immediately concerned in the event. predicted; and that till 


s ſuch time approached, it might be convenient to leave the 
* prediction in a good degree of obſcurity. The fact anſwers 
to this preſumpt ion. Prophecies of very remote events, re- 


& mote, I mean, from the date of the prediction, are uni- 


4 verſally the moſt obſcure. As the ſeaſon advances for their 
accompliſhment, they are teudered more clear. T 


At the beginning of this book, attention to its contents is 


- ava, ; and in this ſixteenth chapter, a bleſſing is pronounced 


on thoſe who watch ; we ſhall' therefore be found i in our duty 


if we do what we can to know the /igns of the times; and ſhould 


we be able, for the preſent, to obtain only ſuch a glimmering 


exidenee as may properly affect our minds, and induce us to 


act a ſuitable part, that we may be prepared for all events, our 


time will not be loſt. The ſingularity of recent and paſſing 
events, is certainly ſuch, as to juſtify us in expecting ſome 


aw ful criſis in human affairs; and ſuch as to vindicate the 
Chriſtian! igainſt the charge of wild enthuſiaſm, although he 


| ſhould entertain an unuſual expectation of the fulfilment of 
_ thoſe prophecies, which relate to the ruin * en and 


8 


the coming of the kingdom of the Meſſia ng. 
41.4 the firſt angel went and poured out his 870 des the earth; 


| and there WY a . and grievous ſore upon the men which had 
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tle mark of  the': beaſt, and upon them. which: 8 0 
image. By comparing this viſion with that of the firſt, trum - 
pet, which ſet all the north in motion, and brought a ſtorm 
of hail, and fire, upon the earth, there are reaſons for conclud- 
ing that this firſt vial, which is poured upon ſthe earth, will 
produce ſimilar calamities ; namely, great military deſtrue- 
tions, or extenſive continental wars. f What is ſaid, in 
chapter xi. 12, to follow immediately after the ſounding of 
the ſeventh trumpet, which is the ſignal for theſe judg- 
ments, very much favours this expectation, Aud the nations 
were angry, and thy wrath is come. And, if recent events be 
compared, with this, and what follows, the agreement Is 
ſuch as to juſtify a ſuſpicion that the pouring ont of this vial 
has commenced, Were ihe nations ever ſo; angry as at the 
revolution in France? and was the interpoſition of Provi- 
dence for their chaſtiſement ever more conſpicuous? All the | 
elements have. conſpired their defeat; and one nation has chaſed 
them all. In the ſtyle of Hebrew poetry, The Nene in 
« their courſes have fought againſt them.” 

The nations. were angry, and thy wrath is came, au 3 mene | 
of the dead that they ſhould be judged, and that thou fhouldeſt give 
reward unto thy ſervants the prophets, and to the ſaints, and them 
that fear thy name,” ſmall and great, and ſbouldeſt deflroy them which 
deſtroy the earth. What are we to underſtand by the time be- 
ing come for judging the dead? © One meaning of the Greek 
« word xpidivas (ſays Daubuz), is to revenge the cauſe of any 
'* one by condemning. Aronsdig 06016 notion of the word, 


g po Verte 1. : 
+ The general comiand to all che feven angels, is, (ver. 1. .) &o 3 your hy : 
end pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth : that is, upon the in- 
habitants of the anti - chriſtian territory. All the plagues have one ſubject af- 
* fected by them i in general (ſays Daubuz, that is, the anti- chriſtian party); but 
' for all that, every plague- falls fingly upon a different ſubject. „ Earth then, 
in the ſecond yerſey where. it is the object but of one vial, muſt have a ſothewhat 
lifferent fignification to what it has in verſe the firſt. That difference appears to 
e to be, that, Whereas, in the former, it is uſed in the above general fenſe; in 
he latter, it is uſed to diſtinguiſh the nature and object of the calamities which 
he firſt angel brings, from thoſe of the ſecond, Which are on the ſeat maritime 
I, and nayal affairs, . e 155 25 
| T ; | | 8 te the 


„„ 08) 
ee the meaning is, that it is now the time to hear the cauſe 
«© of the dead, in order to condemn their murderers by de- 
t ſtroying them, and thus to revenge theix deaths.” Low- 
man on this paſſage, note (o), ſays, n, judicare, ſæpe 
1 eſt vindicare, itaque OD, quod eſt xgivew, vel dagen, ju- 
4, dicare per exduzw vindicare vertitur, as Grotius obſerves, 
( Grot. in loc.) So that to judge, or to try the cauſe of the 
% dead, or the martyrs for the truth of the Chriſtian religion, 
may very naturally be utiderſtood to mean, a vindication of 
4 their cauſe, by ſome eminent act of Providence in favour 
of it; as to vindicate, is a proper ſenſe of judging 3 and, 
I think, more proper to the order and intention of the pro- 
% phecy, than to underſtand it of the general judgment,” : 
Thus far, what has taken place in France countenances the 
opinion that the revolution there is the fall of the fenih part of the 
eity, and that the ſeventh trumpet has ſounded, and the pour- 
ing out of the vials commenced. | The Conſtituent Aſſembly 
rejudged the cauſe of thoſe who had been martyred for a good 
conſcience; declared them an injured people, who deſerved 
well of mankind; and by a folemn decree, reverſed the cruel 
laws which had been made agaiuſt the eg ee inviting the 
exiles to return and take poſſeſſion of the eſtates of their fa- 
_-thers, which had been confiſcated: Thus were the dead vin- 
dicated; and we have feen how their deaths and ſufferings 
have been revenged on thoſe claſſes and orders of men which 
were the active agents of perfecution, and which were Kill 


- 


. the ſupporters of the ſame ſyſtem: and bleſſed are they who pf 
continue faithful in ſufferings for the truth, they ſhall have th 
the reward of prophets. and faints 7" of them that fear pe 

God. Wy 8 

TDhe . is that the bene ie aue i in the all 
gs autumn of ninety- 19, when the Duke of Brunſwick invaded Jen 
2 by 
{Modes Gl d fun" Us ud i he b. bst harms of a | * 
tain orders of men, yet he means no offence to individuals; for many, even of the i 

_ Papal church, he has the higheſt reſpect. None would he abridge of that liberty 4 

0 of conſcience he claims for himſelf; and inftead of rejoicing in the ſufferings of all 
any, he wiſhes he had power to Pat an end to the Liſtreſſes of all, eee wah ang 
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France. And if FOR it follows that the. firſt cog then beim 
to pour out his vial of wrath bon the earth, as a libation to 
divine juſtice ;* and which has continued to flow to the 
preſent time. How long it may continue no one can ſay. 
Like the calamities of the firſt trumpet, it may, perhaps, for 
a long time, run parallel with thoſe. whieh are to follow it; 
; now with a ſcanty, and then with a fuller ſtream. 15 
Ad there fell @ noiſome and grievous ſore upon the men which 2 
had the mark of the. beaſt, and upon them which worſbipped his 
image. A durable plague of war (ſays Sir Iſaac Newton), 
« is ſignified by a fore and pain.” t The naſome and pgrievois 
fore here, appears to ſignify thoſe extreme and (dreadful ca- 
lamities in the body politic, which bear ſome analogy to 
mortal ſores and diſeaſes in the natural body.? And were 
men ever ſo chaſtiſed for their folly, and crimes, as the con- 


federates of Pilnitz, whoſe power has received a mortal wound; 
and whoſe kingdoms are not likely ever to recover from that 
diſeaſe, which they have contracted in the preſent conteſt? 


All our Commentators have taught us that the men, on 


whom this ſore falls, are the papal party. It would be happy 
if the viſion juſtified us in concluding, that theſe only are to 


be affected; but it fell upon the men who had the mark f the 


beaſt; und upon them who worſhipped his image. Every one 
knows who they are that have the mark of the beaſt; that 


they are thoſe who are the ſlaves of the papacy, and the cham-. 
pions for eccleſiaſtical uſurpations and corruptions ; ſuch as 


the Emperor, and others, with their ſubjects. But here ap- 
perry to be an evident diſtindtion of characters. Beſide thoſe 


LS, 1 tha pouring out of theſe Res 1 or bowls, there 3 an evident 


alluſion to thoſe libations which were made in the ancient worſhip, both among the 
Jews and Heathens. Thus the blood of the fin- offering (Lev. iv. 7.) was poured 
by the officiating prieſt, at the bottom of the altar ; and what are called drink» 


| offerings (Numb. xv. 5, 10.) were thus poured gut in honour of. Lal. 


— 


T Page 1 
t What prayer, or N Heplieatles ſoever, Bal be made of any many or „ of 


all thy people Ifrael, when every one ſhall know his own ſore, and his own grief, * 
and ſpall ſpread forth. his bands in this houſe : then hear tes . heaven- 


+ OR: Sore and grief are ſynonymous, en e vS 
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who have the mart. of the beaſt, thoſe are alſo noticed who wor. 
Ship his image. To worſhip, is to honour and ſerve z and this 


image of the beaſt, appears to be that peculiar tyranny which 


Louis XIV. ; eſtabliſhed in France; the image of the papacy; 


and though formed for the ſupport of papal corruptions, was 


yet (contrary to every thing which is found in all other Ca- 
tholic countries, where all eccleſiaſtical affairs are under the 


| juriſdiction of the Biſhop. of Rome, and officers. of his ap- 
pointing), entirely dependent on the ſovereign power of the 
PFPrench monarch, in whoſe courts, by whoſe officers; and 
under the authority of whoſe edicts, - Proteſtants were pro- 


ſeeuted for their religious tenets. Now, although thoſe who 


FEY hare the mark of the beaſt, may alſo be the worſhippers of 


his image, this fimilitude,/ of the papal beaſt ; yet, this wor- 
- ſhip is not neceſſarily confined to them: Proteſtants may alſo 


devote themſelves to ſupport and defend this image when theſe 
laſt plagues are poured upon the anti- chriſtian party; and 
who, as a puniſhment for becoming parties with thoſe who 


| are the enemies of God and men, and for allying themſelves 


with them to reſiſt the purpoſes of God, will alſo participate 
in the fatal effects of this 5 ſome and gripvous ere. | 
How far all this has been fulfilled in the combination of 
ei tyrants, | Popiſ and Proteſtant, againſt France, 
and for the ſupport of civil and eccleſiaſtical oppreflions and 
corruptions, and by the conſequences which have followed; 
and how. far recent and paſſing events juſtify us in conſidering 
the preſent wary and its calamities, as the fulfilment of the 


propheęy beſore us, muſt be left to every man's judgment. 

But there is no one, I think, who is verſed in theſe ſubjeQts, 
but will allow, that there ! is a very AHrong and Wa "gale reſem- 

5 e between the picture and the times. 


Ad the ſecond angel poured out his vial upon the 5 and it ee 
as the blovd of a dead man, and every living faut died in the fea. 
We have already obſerved, that although fea, in the prophetic, or 
ſymbolic language, often ſignifies multitudes of people, and na- 


tions, agitated with war, yet, as others have noticed, it has often 
27'S 8 n for whe == uſe. it to N the inha- 
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ſarily, and raſhly ruſhed into a tempeſt, 
all Europe in ruins; has joined iſſue in a cauſe, which may well 
make our hearts tremble for the ſafety of that ark, which con- 


tains our long beloved, . mudilated „ * 
8 liberties. £ | 


bitants of e maritime countties and cities, and naval: af. | 
fairs; and even for all thoſe; foreign countries which lay beyond 


the ſea. So that by bhe ſea here, on which the ſecond vial of 
of wrath is poured, we may, without offering the leaſt violence 
to the ſacred language, underſtand. thoſe iſlands, maritime coaſts, 
and countries; and thoſe . people and naval affairs of Eu- 


rope, on which the judgments of God are 40 fall, as a puniſh | 


ment for their corruptions, and * make way for the en * 
peace and ngbteouſneſ s. cs rotors 

MWe have ſeen what ira the ſecond —— N 
up the people who inhabited maritime countries, and what de- 
ſtructions were made at ſea, and on iſlands, and the ſea coaſts 
(whither the Goths had never penetrated) by the Vandals, Sue- 


vians, Picts, Scots, and Saxons, and other northern nations. 


They carried deſtruction far and wide, from the northern ſeas to 


the pillars of Hercules; on the boſom! of the Mediterranean, 
and on all iis ſhores; but Gaul, Spain and Britain, were the 
countries to Which they gave the death blow. Theſe maritime 
cCalamities commenced almoſt every where at once (A. D. 407. ), 


and but a few, years after the; Gothic hail had begun to fall upon 
the earth; and continued to prevail during that long ſtorm, till the 


entire ruin of the weſtern, empire was effected. How near a 


reſemblance there may be, between the calamities of the ſecond 


trumpet, which turned the third part of. the ſea into blood, and des 


troyed the third part f the living. creatures, and of the ſhips, 
which were in the ſea, and thoſe of the ſecond vial which cauſe 


the ſea to become as, the blood of - a dead man, and deſtroy every 
| iving foul in the ſea, is not for me to determine. Time only can 


inform us of this. And what ſhare this country may experience 


of God's wrath, it would be preſumptuous to ſay. If our 
crimes are ſmall, our ſhare will be ſmall too. I can only lament 


that Great Britain, the land of liberty and juſtice, has unneceſ- 
which threatens to lay 


#4 
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— i ths fivench angel ſounded-iny xu on the fall of the 
French monarchy, as is extremely probable, and if the vial on 
tze eurth began at that time to be poured out, then I think, the 
ſecond angel of vengeance began to pour out his vial on the 
ſen in the year ninety- three, when the maritime countries joined 
the anti- chriſtian tyrants in their cruiſade againſt the liberties of 
France, and when the naval power of Europe was put into mo- 
tion - But though this ſecond angel might then begin to incline 
his bowl, preparatory to a fuller ſtream, yet we cannot ſuppoſe 
me full current of wrath to be yet pouring. We muſtexpeR to 
ſee ſomething more ſtriking than what has yet ee iden- 
5 n period of prophecy. For every eye ſhall ſee. 
But though this is the caſe, till the naval deſtructione, and 


muritime calamities have not been few and ſmall. The coaſts 


. eccleſiaſtical 


of France, and of Belgium, have been drenched with blood. 
The Britiſh'feas; the Mediterranean, the Atlantic ocean, to the 
Weſt-Indies, haye witneſſed the deſtructions of war, and the 
 Ealamities of the- times, One of the great maritime coun- 
tries of Europe, Holland, which, in ninety-three, joined the 
tyrants of Germany, and Italy, „R the ſupport of civil and 
Fanny, has experienced the calamities of a revo- 
Jution, and both its sivil government, and its Ad- hei lan reli- 
-  Bious eſtabliſhment, hàve been ſwept away, with thoſe of France, 
from the face of the earth. And, to fay nothing of thoſe coun- 
tries which lie more inland, as Leige, Luxemburg, &. the Bel- 
ian provinces (maritime, though nothing naval) have experi- 
ended the ſame fate. Theſe countries were among the firſt 
awhich were ſeparated from the Roman woeſtern empire; and 
Bere, inthe iſland of the Batavians, and in Brabant, then known 
by the appellation” of Toxandria, the Franks firſt obtained a 
| Permanent ſettlement, and laid the foundation of their kingdom; 
and who, having about the year 412, aſſiſted the maritime, 
Gauliſn provinces, elpecially thoſe of Brittany, Normandy, Pi- 
cardy, and Flanders, to ſhake off the Roman yoke, poſſeſſed 
theinſelves of the Belgæ, and of Germania Prima, and Secunda. 
And, as PW alfa of . they e con- 
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queſis as far as the. river Seine.“ Britain, 3 | 


of the Franks in Batavia and Brabant, was the next province 
which was completely ſeparated from the Roman juriſdiction. 
Surely ſuch wonderful, and unuſual changes, as we have lately 
ſeen, muſt portend ſome ſingular revolution in the affairs of 


men, and þe the prelude of a ces eri in by babe of the hu- _ i 


man race. AT 
Perhaps ſome may be offended at the its anti-chriftian 
_ which I have applied to the Preſbyterian church of Holland- 1 
will explain myſelf—l mean not to abuſe—Although it muſt be 
granted that the religious eſtabliſhment of the United Provinces, 
was one of the leaſt anti- chriſtian eftabliſhed churches in Chriſt- 
endom; yet, ſo far as it was a creature, and engine of the ſtate, 
it was undoubtedly ſo. This is the body, and life, and ſoul, of 
this monſter of miſchief. The church of Holland has been, per- 
haps, the leaſt perſecuting, and bloody, of all the eſtabliſhed 
_ churches in Europe; and in this country a ſanctuary was open- 
ed for the perſecuted of all perſuaſions, when the ſurrounding 
nations, popiſh and proteſtant, were plundering, harraſſing, and 
murdering the conſcientious diſciples of Jeſus, of whom the 
world was not worthy. And ſeeing that the Dutch church has 


been one of the leaſt corrupt and perſecuting, therefore, though 


its fall was neceſſary, it has been comparatively - gentle; and 
while the fall of the Gallican church has ſhook all Europe, and 


its ſound has been heard to the remoteſt corners of the earth, the | | 


fall of the church of the United Provinces, has ſcarcely been 
felt, or heard of, by its deuten een nor is one W | 
exile to be ſee. 

But, among the numerous bee in [the Old Teſtament, 
which relate to the judgments of God ũpon the corrupt nations 
in the latter days, are there not ſome which may aſſiſt us in our 
inquicies, reſpeRing the ſubje& under conſideration? It is pro- 
bable that there are. I think thoſe prophecies, recorded in the 
xxviith and xxviiith chapters of Ezekiel, are of this-deſcription. 
8 Heres poder Buna of Lowe and Zidon, the AN, 


35M Gibbon, vol. ur. page 214. vi. page bien, vater, dee, li 
* XVI. page 455, XVII. « Page „ ; 


pears 


1 


pears to denounce the heavieſt woes againſt ſome maritime and 


commercial countries; which, for their pride, luxuries; oppreſ- 


| Fions, and abounding corruptions, are, ſome little time previous 
to the peaceful ſettlement of the diſperſed tribes of Iſtael in 


their own land; to experience the moſt awful overthrow. 


Nor let any be ſurpriſed, that predi&tions about the fate of 
| people, whoſe cities have long ago been no more, ſhould be ſup⸗ 
poſed to be applicable to any maritime countries, and naval - 


powers of the preſent day. The idea is not novel. Such ap- 


plication is ſupported by the firſt authorities. That theſe pro- 


phecies of Ezekiel, reſpecting Tyrus and Zidon, may refer to 


fome enemies of the church of God, in the latter days, was the 
opinion of Dr. Gill, Dr. Lowth, and many others. This opi- 
nion is grounded on the concluſion of the predictions, chapter 


xxviii. 24-26. And there Mall be no more a pricking brier- unto 


the houſe of Iſrael; nor any grieving thorn of all that are round 
about them that deſpiſed them, and they ſhall know that I am the 
Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord God, when I ſhall have gathered the 


houſe'of Iſiael from the people, among whom they are ſcattered, and 


Fall be fanttified in them, in the fight of the heathen, then ſhall 
bey dwell in their land, that 1 have given to my ſervant Jacob. 
Aud they Jrait dwell fafely therein, and ſhall build bduſes; and plant 


vineyards; yea, they ſhall dwell with confidence, when T have exe- 


culed judgments upon all thoſe that deſpiſe them round about them; 
and they ſhall know that I am the Lord their God. c This is not 1 8 
4 to be fulfilled (ſays Dr. Gill) at the return of them from cap- 
e tivity in Babylon; for the ten tribes, or houſe of Iſrael, did 


& not then return — but in the latter day upon the deſtruction of 


anti- chriſt, when all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved.“ Dr. Lowth, in 
bis comment on Ezekiel xxxviii. 17. gives it as his opinion, that 
i is probable, that the multitude of Gog, which is to make war 
upon God's people, in the latter days, may be propheſied of 
under the names of ſuch nations as were the chief enemies to the 


tian, Tfaiah xiv. 24, 25. Micah v. 5. « The ſame enemy (he 
adds) may probably be intended under the figure of Tyre; £ 


« ſee the note on chap, xxvlil. * of n Kc. Let us ſce 
eg ; , 5 


ot 3 


—— 


the note to which be refers 3 ſal be no more a a bricking. 
briar unto the houſe of Iſrael. © The following verſe, ſhews 
« that this promiſe chiefly relates to the general 'reſtoration of 
« the Jews, when all the enemies of God's church, and truth, 
t are vanquiſhed and ſubdued often denoted, in the pro- 
« phetical writings, by the names of Edom, Moab, and other 
neighbouring countries, who. upon all occaſions, ſhewed their 
« ſpite and. ill-will againſt. the Jews.“ Indeed, I think, this 


paſſage, ' with which, theſe predictions are concluded, i is deciſive 


to determine them. to relate, not only to ancient Tyre and Sidon, 


but to ſome countries, bearing a reſemblance to them as mari- 


time and commercial cities, which are to experience dreadful 
calamities, previous to the general reſtoration oſ the Jews, and 
deliverance.of God's church. In favour of this double ſenſe of 


ſome of the prophecies, quotations might be made from a great 


number of the moſt celebrated writers, and beſt biblical ſcholars. 


Dr. Lowth, on Iſaiah x. 20. ſays, © It is uſual with the pro- 


_ © phets, when they foretell ſome extraordinary event in, or near 
u their Own times, to carty their views on farther, and point at 
« ſome greater. deliverance which God ſhall vouchſafe to his 
& people in the latter ages of the world.” Thus, in his note 
on Micah v. 5. he ſuppoles, with the learned Mede, the deſtruc- 


tion of the Ahe there foretold, to be a prophecy of the de- | 


ſtruction of ſome remarkable enemy, or enemies to God and his 
truth, before the conſummation of all things. And biſhop Hurd, 
whoſe ſentiments we have before noticed, contends alſo for this 
double ſenſe of many of the prophecies. The ſtyle of the 

© prophet ſo adapting itſelf to this double proſpect, as to paint 


« the near and ſubordinate event-in terins that emphaticaly res = 


preſent the diſtant and more conſiderable.” 

It being admitted, then, that the prophets often predict bat 
was to befall the nations in the latter times of the world, under 
the names of. thoſe cities and nations which exiſted in their own 
times, it appears probable, that the prophecies of Ezekiel in 


chapters che xxviith and Xxyiiith, are of this i : 7 | 
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5 cially as the AanbtuBiohy of theſe ape l ſeems to render this 
application of them abſolutely neceſſary. For though the de- 
ftruftion of inſular Tyre, and of Sidon, by Alexander, might be 
5 "A partial and inferior accompliſhment of what the prophet pre- 

dicts, yet no more, hecauſe ſuch à reſtoration of Iſrael, and ſuch 

peace and proſperity, as are here promiſed to follow the deſtruc- 
tion of their enemies, has certainly never been verified in the 
| hiſtory of that people. But aft the prophets unite in the ſtrongeſt 

_ aſſurances, that it ſhall be foi in the latter days. In theſe latter 

ages of the world, then, v we e muſt Took for the antirypical Tie 

and ER.” og hs Hats 

| Whether theſe | prophecies point at Francs Holland, Spain, 
| Po ortugal, or what other countries, I ſhall not preſume to ſay, 

but leave the reader to form that concluſion which his judgment 
may dictate. Only obſerving, that by Tyrus, mult be intended 1 

ſome great maritime power, and commercial people z and by | 

Zidon, it is probable, a more inferior. And that it cannot re- | 

fer to the deſtruction of papal Rome, as a recent author con. : 
jectures, for what i is Rome as a commercial city (unleſs in 
. relics and pardons, and ſuch trumpery of ſuperſtition) or as a 4 
maritime and nayal power? Nor is it at all likely to refer | 
n 2 to the deflruttion of Gog and his ' multitude, predicted in 
3 Ezekiel xxxvili. e Xxxix. for that has no nee to thi 

_ feſcription | OS e 
Take a view of the PTE "Aﬀer vadtitg predifilo 
[chapter xxvi.) which had their full accompliſhment in the 

overthrow of old Tyre, by Nebuchadnezzar, the prophet pro. 
- ceeds (chapter vil.) to inform us that, the word of the Lord 

came unto him again, ſa Hing, Now, thou Son of man, take up a li. 
mentation for Tyrus, and ſay unto Hub, O thou that art ſituate at 
= the entry of the fea, which art a merchant of the people for mary 

. iles, Thus ſaith the Lord God, O Tyrus, thou haſt ſaid, Tami 
| berſeci beauty, © The ſtrength of my navy, and fortreſſes are 
& every way compleat and beautiful? Lowth. Thy borders an 
in ile midſt of the yy 5 thy builders have Ee ad beauty. 
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« The following iſ 1 nk the ia are chief ly » bs 
« underſtood of the builders of their ſhips, wherein the chief - 


E ſtrength of the Tyrians was placed.” Idem. | They have made 
all thy ſhip boards of fir. trees of Senir : they have taken tedars 


from. Lebanon, to make maſts for. thee. The prophet proceeds 0 


che end of the zwelfth verſe, to repreſent their naval and military 


ſtrength. And then, to verſe the /wenty-fifth, the immenſe, and 
extenſive commerce of Tyre is celebrated, and the countries to 
which ſhe traded, and the articles of her traffic, are enumerated, 
Tarſhiſh was thy merchant with filver, i iron, tin, and lead — ouan, 


Tubal, and Meſbech, they were thy merchants ; they traded (bar- 


tered) the perſons of men. The Hebrew reads (fays Lowth), the 
ſouls of men, This is one of the crimes alledged (Rev. xviii. 13. ). 
againſt the European Babylon; - the fouleſt crime which diſ- 


graces the laws and pradtices of civilized nations, and which 


cries aloud for vengeance againſt the governments which ſuffer 
it, and the nations which praQliſe it. Obſerve the conneQion, As 
if men were eſteemed by theſe avaricious, hardened Tyrians, of 


no greater value than pans and kettles, the prophet makes the 


moſt appoſite aſſociation they traded the perſons 2 nen, and 


5 Hel, of” braſs i in thy markets —Read the detail of I re $ ex 5 


tenſive commerce, down to the twenty- fifth verſe. e pro- 


phet concludes, The ſlaps of Tarſbiſb did ſing of thee in 5 market, ' | 


« Ships of Tarſhiſn, ſays Lowth, ſignify ſometimes, in Serip- 
« ture, any trading and merchant ſhips.” It means, © the ſhips , 


from all parts -of the ſea, which came to trade with thee, 
« boaſted of thee ; had their ſongs of praiſe to commend thy 


« ſlate. As mariners in ports, where they arrive, do uſually, - 


« with mirth and ſongs, entertain one another, fo at Tyre. * 


And thou waſt, Sen and made very pores in The 2 25 of the 


ſeas. W 


But what is the end bf all this 2 proſperity, and n, 
this flouriſhing commerce, mighty navy, and perfect beauty? 


Ver. 26. Thy rowers (thy governors and counſellors) have | 
brought thee inlo * alen, (into Wow difficulties and Ak | 


ee ors Feel in Loco: CS. 
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| „ on ene 
"IO the aft wind hath broken thee i in the midf of the 1 The 
invaſion and ruin of a maritime and naval people, ſet forth by 
"a thi ill-conduQted, overſet by the winds; and ready to fink, 
is * and ſublimely beautiful. Whether the modern Tyre 
is to be attacked by an enemy on its Eaſtern ſide, or an enemy 
from the Eaſt, as ancient Tyre. was, is not for any one to de- 
termine; be that as it may, the conſequences will be the ſame. 
Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandize, thy mariners, and thy 
| pilots, thy. callers, and the occupiers of thy merchandi Ze and all th 
men of war that are in thee, and all thy company which i is m the 
| mig of thee, ſhall fall into the miaſt of the ſeas, in the day of thy 
ruin. The ſuburbs ſhall ſhake at the found of the cry of thy pilots, 
Aud all that handle the aar, the mariners, and all the pilots of the 
fea fall come dawn from their ſhips, they Hall fland upon the land, 
and Hall cauſe their woice to be heard AGAINST hee. All the in- 
Babitants of the iſles ſhall be afteniſhed at thee, and their kings ſhall 
be fore afraid, they ſhall be. troubled in their countenance. The 
nerche nts among the Prople ſhall h 7. at thee, "thou ſhalt he a terror 
and never ſhalt be any more. This i is the fate of this maritime 
people at large, who were fo lifted up with their greatneſs, 
and thought themſelves perfett i in beauty ; unequalled in excel- 
lence, and invincible i in power; but the fate which awaits the 
Prince of Tyrus is cue of duct N 10 | merit 2 
| FiſtinA prophecy. .. 
Chap. xxviii. Th abs f the Dd. came an unto me, 
2 Son of man, , ſay unto the Pri Ince of Tyrus, Thus faith the 
| Lord. God; becauſe thine heart is ified, up, end thou haſt ſaid, [ 
"am a god This in the feat of God, in the midi of the ſea; yet 
hu art a man and not God, though thou ft thine hea't as 
the heart of God, &c. This Prince of Tyrus, ſays Dr. Gill, | 
| Mr. Fraſer, and others,. is the ruler of papal Rome; but ſurely 
7 this muſt be'a miſtake for though the Pope pretends to ſit in 
| the ſeat of God, and ſays he is God's Vicegerent, and aſſumes 
divine prerogatiye, yet he is no maritime power; and ſeeing 
that ſecular ſovereigns and governments, have alfo ſeized that 
authority, and pretended to thoſe rights which belong only to 


Re "a4, and pre fwelleq 1285 the pride of N own moves 


: 8 


A 


the 


« 65 „ 2 
the ee is as 5 icable to (hea as to the pontiff, Thoſe 
Commentators who apply the prophecy to the taking of Tyre 
by Nebuchadnezzar, ſay, this Prince of Tyrus was Ethbaal, 
or Ithobalus IT. But the utter ruin of Tire, of which, if it 
is not altogether figurative, this ſeems a prophecy, was not 
till its deſtruction by Alexander the Great, more than two. 
hundred years after the. reign of Ethbaal.* | 

Although Tyre was ſometimes governed by fuildh, yet at | 
| the time of its deſtruction it was under an abſolute monarch ; 
but, allowing Tyre to be ſpoken of as typical of ſome mari- 
time people in the latter age of the world, who ſhould bear a 


ſtrong reſemblance to them in their naval, commercial, and -, 


moral character, then the Prince of Tyrus, as the repoſitory of 
the ſovereign. power, may ſtand for any ſort of government, 
or ſovereignty, whether republican, as Holland; or mo- 
narchical and deſpotic, as Spain and DT or more mixed, | 
| as Venice, and ſome others. _ 4 

I am à god, I fit in the ſeat of Cad, in the mid} 75 the ſeas. 
As a god, 1 ſhall reign for ever; the waves are my ramparts, 
| my navy is Invincible, my reſources are infinite; I ſhall never 
ſee evil. Verſe 7. Behold, herons, 1 will bring flrangers 
upon thee, the terrible of the nations ; and they Hall draw the ſtbord 
againſt the beauty of thy wiſdom, and they ſhall defile thy brightneſs. © 
They /hall bring thee down to the pit, and thou ſhait die the deaths 
of them that are flain in the midſt of the ſeas .—This' needs no 
comment. Almigbty God, how awful are my jodgments! ; 
How terrible is thine anger! Seas, nor navies, nor riches, 
nor wiſdom, can afford protection, when Thou contendeſt 

with nations for their ſins! _ e 


. 
11 
* 


| 5 Ude, * Hit Vol. II. p. 34. and ſubſeq, 

+ When Alexander, that he might attack the Tyrians to more advantage, and 
be able to batter their walls, was raifing a mole, or cauſey, acroſs the channel of 
the ſea, which ſeparated the little iſland, on which Tyre ſtood, from the continent, 


The Tyrians, at firſt, looked upon this undertaking as à raſh and deſperate. at- 
tempt, which could neyer be attended with any ſucceſs; and therefore, from their 


4 | 


ſhips, they aſked him, in e * he * himſelf to be greater _ 
babe ork | ; : 6 


8 7 70 . 
Rat why all is. wrath againſt the Prince of Tm? The 
firſt charge i is the abuſe of riches; Thus faith the L ord Ged, 
Thou ſeale eft up the Juni full f wiſdom, and perfect : in beauty, 
Exceſs of pride and luxury adds alſo to his ſore « of guilt; T hou 
hoft been i in Eden, the garden US G, every preciaus fone Was thy 
covering. —=The wor kmanſbip, of thy tabrets, and of thy pipes, was 
prepared in thee, in the day. that thou waſt created. The moſt 
choice parts of the world have been explored. to gratify thy 
pride ; : and all the art of man exerted to. contribute to thy 
pleaſures.—Apoſtacy completes, the climax of. crimes ; Thou 
art] the ano! med cherub that covereth ; and I have fet thee e. Here 
dean alluſion to the ark, and the cherubim which overſhadow- 
1 | edi it with their wings. * The g Zovernment « of Tyre had been a 
= protecting covering, to God's people, and his truth; God 
Figs made it 40. — h. waſt perfect | in thy ways, from the day thou 
wat created. (ver. 15.) Comparatively to; more fo than moſt | 
of the neighbouring governments—till, miquily Was found i in thee. 
| And what Aniquity, above all others, contributed to the cor- - 
ruption « of the government of Tyre: ? Ver. 16. By the multj- 
tude of thy merchandize they have ' filled the midſi of t thee with vio- 
lence, and thou 54% f Jn uned. An excellive paſſion for trade, 
though it were but j in iron, tin, and lead; the wine of Helbon, 
| and white wool t would extinguiſh every ennobling quality, and 
: all public virtue, 3 and the abuſe of the wealth which this trade 
procured, would engender ; all. moral and political vices; how 
- great then muſt be the deprayity and crimes of Tyrus, when 
5 Javen, Tubal, and Meſhech, bartered in their market the 
* perſons of men, and veſſels Us braſs ! Thersfore I will ca thee a as 
OO profane out of the mauntain of Gad, and I will Ar thee, O bo- 
vering clierub, from the midſt of the flanes of fire. Thin heart 
uss lifted up becauſe of thy beauty; thou 59 oft corrupted thy wiſdom 
=: - E "WY of thy e hou boft defiled = rat by the 


E: wy will I 2 fo th 4 fe 88 the midf of 10 dd TA 
= cord) # Jhall devour thee; and I will bring thee io aſbes upon the | 
| i Be ofthe —Thou ſhalt le. a terror, and never 70 thay be any more. | 
| | * Ex. „ 0. > Chap. anni 12 8. 
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Next on a eine againſt Zidoi, ( verſe 20—25;) 
Again the word of the Lord came unto" me, ſeying. Son of * nan, 
fet thy face againſt Zidon, and prophecy againſt it, and ſay, Thus. 
faith the Lord God, Behold, 1 am againſt thee, O Zidon, and I 
will be glorified in the midſt of thee —Por 1 will fend into her 
peſtilence, and bliod into her flreets, the wounded Hall be judged in the 
midſt of her by the fword upon her. on every fide; and they ſhall 
know that 1 am the Lord. This city i is reckoned the oldeſt of 

all the cities of Phœnicia, but as early as the reign of Ethbaal I, 
whoſe daughter, Aſa, king of Judah married, x Zidon was ſub- 
jet to the king of Tyre, and in its beſt days afterwards, though 
its fleets and commerce were conſiderable, yet it remained an 

5 inferior kingdom. 1 But its ſins were great gl to is 

0 means, and therefore theſe denunciations. | 

2 

: 


There is every reaſon to conclude, that this We alſo is 
do be referred to ſome maritime country of the latter times f 
| | the world, and that Old Sidon is here a type of ſome modern, 
inferior; commercial nation, ſituate on the borders of the ſea; _ 
for the promiſe, which immediately follows, of che reſtoration of 
Iſrael, and of perpetual peace, as has been obſerved, Wee moſt | 
certainly never yet been fulfilled. EE 
I have but one obſervation to make, e e con- 
ſideration of the third vial. It is this: that as the fir and fo. 
cond trumpets appear to have brought thoſe deſtructions, which 
_ were at once extenſive, and of long duration; and as the Bai! 
cat upon the earth, and the burning mountain caſt into the fea, © 
appear, in thoſe viſions, to have ſignified thoſe inland and mili- 
tary, and thoſe maritime and naval calamities, which prevailed 
till the Weſtern empire was deſtroyed, while the evils which 
were brought upon the rivers by the third trumpet and thoſe of 
the fourth, which immediately ſmote the third part of the fun, 
moon, and ſtars, My rs omen, ſo, it is likely, the judg- 
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+ 1 fay inimediately, for the calamities of all the preceding trumpets, contri⸗ 2 
buted to the extinction of theſe political luminaries, and prepared the way for 
52 m_ . A And thus it is likely to be with reſpect to the vials. ©+ 


e 


e | 


ments of the vials will be. It is- probable, that the —_ on hs 

earth, and | ſea, will produce calamities at once extenſive, and of 
long duration, running on together till the whole ſcheme of 
Providence, in purging and reforming the nations, is accompliſh- 
ed, while thoſe on the rivers, and the ſun, though calamitous, 
will be more confined, o or * ſhorter duration. | 


* * „ L / 


*- 
* * 


Aid the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and 
| fountains of waters, and they became blood, verſe 4. The calami- 
ties which were brought by the ſounding of the trumpet of the 
third angel, chapter viii. 10, 1 1. and, which fell upon the rivers, 
appear Chiefly, and moſt fatally, to have affected the countries 
watered by the Danube and the Po, and thoſe other numerous 
rivers which fall into them, viz. the preſent Lombardy, Venitia, 
Piedmont; the circles of Auſtria, and Bavaria, and the kingdom 
of Hungary, at leaſt the greater part of them. So it is probable, 
that the ſtream of the third vial will fall on theſe ſame countries, 
and produce there great calamities, and revolutions ; z and it is 
not unlikely, that the commencement of theſe calamities i is to be 
dated from the time when the French army, under Buonoparte, 
paſſed the Alps and broke into the northern parts of Italy, where 
they have carried all before them, and are, at this very moment, 
at Clagenfurt, on the Drave, threatening, even the capital of 
the imperial dragon, Whether events will turn up to retard, | 
for a while, the full effect of this vial of wrath, until thoſe on | 
the earth, and the ſea, have made farther progreſs, or whether 
. the wrath will now haſten to a concluſion, by a ſpeedy overthrow 
of che power of - anti-chriſt in this diſtrict of Babylon the Great, 
time only can diſcover :* we wait with awful expectation. Let 
us ber, that pace * be upon our a and N 145 the 
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„ n the great outlines of A angus may be tas at leaſt difcoretables 
Jo as ſufficiently to ideatify the original, for which the picture was deſigned, yet 
the nice and minute * in general, , n of een Funn, | 


leſs diſtinguiſhable, 2 3 e WI 
| hs 2 * PIT) Set, FP 
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| in the midſt of us.* AJ ein P 
It is ſaid, in Rev. xii. 0 4. that a fail of Hb an drew? - 


the third pure of the flats if titavth,” and did cet hem t6'the cab. 


This is the ſixth time that a third part is mentioned. As Mr. 


Mede had interpreted the tails of the Saracen ocuſts (chap. i. 
to be their miſchiefs in that part of the world moſt diſtant from 
Arabia; hence they iſſued; ſo Dr. Creſſener interpreted the 


| rail of the dragon to be the moſt diſtant paris of the Roman em- 


— 


pire, Aſia; but Mr. Whiſton appears to have had more cortet\ 


ideas of this ſymbol. He interprets the tails of the locuſts to 


ſignify, The latter ages of their empire,” EMay, p. 192. Thus. 


I underſtand the tail of the dragon to be the latter part of his 
tyranny, or reign.” ' This dragon we are to remember ſtill exiſts, 
as has been already obſerved; for the dragon, mentioned in 
chap. xvi. T3. and xx. 2. is neither ſome new tyranny, nor tlie 


devil, properly, as ſome have -miſtaken him for, but the fame 


monſter as that we read of in chap. xii. and xiii.» which perſe- 
cuted the church, and was to do ſo for à time, and times, and 
half a time, and which reſigned his ſeat, Rome; to the ten horn- 
ed beaſt, and was caſt out into the earth. His reign at Rome, 
before he gave his ſeat to the beaſt, may be conſidered as his 
former part; and bis reign, after his revival in the Weſter 
empire, in ihe Imperial ſovereignty of Charlemagne, and his 
ſucceſſors,” to the preſent Emperor of Germany, may be con- 


ſidered as his tail; that is, the period of his tyranny from the 


time of his being caſt out into zue earth, (chap. xii. g.) the 
continental parts of Europe. And by his drawing the third pars 


of the flars of heaven; and caſting them to the curth, I underſtand 


his ſubduing thoſe princes who formerly ruled over thoſe duke= 
doms, marquiſates, principalities, and kingdoms, which are no-) 
called the dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria. And what a 
conſtellation of greater and leſſer ſtars! They formerly ſnone in 
the zenith of Hungary, Auſtria, Stiria, Carinthia, Sclavonia, 
Croatia, Tyrol, Milan, Mantua, &c. every one ſituate in ihe 
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præfectute, 28 extended after the reign of Conſtantine the Great. 


Attention to this little circumſtance is not without its "nies: in 


explaining and illuſtrating theſe viſions, 3 

| And if the dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, ve hs 0 Meek i 
of Italy, be ſpecially intended by the rivers and fountains of 
_ waters, as I verily believe they are, how appoſite is the epiſode 


here introduced. Ver. 5. And 1 heard the angel of the waters 


es, Then art vightem, 0 Lord; ulich ar and gf, and fil 


be. becauſe thou haſt judged thus: For they have flied the blood of 


- ſaints ond prophets, and. thou haſt given them blood to-dridt ; fo 


they are worthy. . And I heard another aut of the altar, ſay,» Even 


Jo, Lord God Almighty, true and "righteous are thy judgments. 
What family, unleſs that of the Capets, and. what government, 


unleſs the old government of France, has ſhed half the blood, 


in the cauſe of the eccleſiaſtical beaſts as that of Auſtria 2. The 


Houſe of Savoy too is deep in blood.; Read the hiſtories uf the 


Piedmont, and who were amongſt the rſt witneſſes againſt anti- 
chriſtian corruptions, and uſurpations 3 and whoſe moſt grievous 


ſufferings began in the year 1488, and continued, with. little 


intermiſſjon, till the latter end of the laſt century, when, a feu 
years after their brethren in F rance, they expired. c This per- 

& ſecution, ſays Mojhiem, i in-his Eccle. Hiſt: Vol, IV. p. 486. 
. as carried on with 
& the year 16987, 1686, and 1696, and ſeemed to portend no · 
. thing leſs than the total deſtruction, and entire extinction, of 
& chat unhappy nation. The moſt horrid ſcenes of violence and 
. bloodſhed, were exhibited on this theatre of papal tyranny; 

& and the ſmall number of the Waldeaſes that ſurvived them, 
Gute indebted for heir exiſtence and ſupport, precarious and 
. uncertain as it is, to the continual interceflion made for them 
& dy the Engliſh and Dutch governments, and alſo by the Swils 
& cantons, ho never ceaſed to ſolicit the clemency of the Duke 
5 . of Savoy. in their behalf,” In the ſymbolic ſenſe they- have 


peculiar marks of rage and enormity in 


— Jong:finee/been.extinet ; and their death may be dated from ibe 
year:1696, if not ſomewhat earlier; and all that the interceſſion 
115 their beſt friends has wu able to "oY in Wer en has been 
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to 1 TY above ground till their N 0 


expired. This period, we may hope, is not far off; for though 
the preſent ſovereign has faved himſelf for a while by his treaty 


with the F E am e yet his Been 1 r pu Arne Yn 
; not eſcape. ' &} 4-990 9 i 
It does not comport with our egen 3 the bloody: and 


ſteps of the perſecutors of Europe; or with what tales of blood 


and miſety might we terrify the compaſſionate reader! They 
who want proofs of the guilt of the Houſe of Auſtria, have only 
to read the hiſtory of the perſecutions, of its ſacred princes, in 
Bohemia, Germany, Hungary, and its other dominions; and 
_ eſpecially of their enormities againſt the Bohemian Brethren, 


from the time of their acceſſion to the throne of that kingdom, 


in the year 1527, and whom they have dune with * er ere | 


cruelties in every part of their dominions. n 


Alas all the waters of the rivers have _ abdul with 8 8 
blood of the martyrs of Jeſus But the time of retribution is 


come. I cannot read the names of the cities and towns; of the 


mountains and x ivers, in the reports of the marches and battles of 


the French armies; and of the flight of the monks, prieſts, and 
nobles, but the recollection of the ſcenes which here paſſed, in 
the laſt and preceding age, when the excellent of the earth, here 


heroically ſealed their teftimony with their blood, and almoſt 
-wearied out the malice of their holy and ennobled butchers, but 


I am impelled to exclaim, Righteous art thou, O Lord God, Gage: 227 
thou haſt judged thus ; ; for they have ted the 1 of ſais and 
prophets t 


we ſee a picture of what we may expect to ſee in other countries 
ſoaked with the blood of the martyrs. When we read the hiſ- 
tory of the ſufferings of the French Proteſtants in the reigns of 
Charles IX. and Louis XIV. and compare the horrors them 


nan, * recent e, we can des de g. og with ad- 


* i * od Gf 


. About this time alſo, the Peas Church of the. Palatinate 1 : 
the Elector Charles II. And never did the witneſſes ſuffer ſo general a political 


laughter as at this period; and we may, therefore, I think, expect their ſymbolic eg 


reſurreion 1 in France, Italy, and Germany, to be about the ſame time. . 
| L 2 5 miration 
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ol this book), ſays, « Whether by this intenſe heat of the ſun 
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of France eſpecially, what torrents of Proteſtant: blood have 


ae Nothing but the late flaughters can equal the hor- 
rors. The maſſacres at Lyons and Thoulouſe are ſamous in 


; 3 5 But no where have there been ſo many, and ſuch 
hortible maſſacres, Paris excepted, as in the neighbourhood 
_ of the | Loire, Nantes, Angers, Orleans, Bourges, and all 


the chief cities and towns, ſituate on, and near, this river, 
from its ſource to the Bay of Biſeay, haye been ſcenes of car- 


nage. The river Loire, ſays a late writer of the hiſtory of 


 France—l, quote ſrom memory -was purpled with the blood 
of the Hugonots, and heaps of their dead bodies were left to 
rot in the fields, ard to be devoured; by. beaſts and birds of 


prey. And, as if -Lingled-out- by, ſome ſpecial. interpoſiion, 


theſe very cities and countries have. experienced; during the 

couflicts, and horrors of the late revolution, diſtinguiſhed en 
F and that river, above all others, once ſo deeply 
ſtained with Proteſtant blood, has been ſwelled with the blood 


of the advocates of deſpotifm. and ſoperſtition; and choked 


with the dead bgdies of thoſe very orders pf men that had been 
the chief inſtigators, and per petrators, of the horrors of the laſt 


and preceding age. The guilt of their murderers; is not to be 


extenuated; but God is righteous. If we alſo trace the pro- 


greſs of calamity, as it moves from the Alps to the Danube, 
through all the regions of ſuperſtition, and tyranny, and com- 


pare God's judgments with former crimes, though humanity 
will chill our blood with borror, and melt our hearts with 
pity; 4 ret, piety w will conſtrain us to exclaim, Thaw 6 art ig | 
ut, O Lord God, becauſe thou, haft Judged thus | + 1 1 

And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the. 5 ; FRE got 


: e given unto him to ſcorch men with fire. And men were ſcorched 


with great heat, and blaſphemed tht name of Cod, "which hatl 


power, over theſe plagues,” and they repented not to give him glo), 


ver. 8, 9. Biſhop Newton (who, by the bye, though a va- 
© luable writer on prophecy, and on the more ancient parts of 
dt eſpecially, is far from excelling i in his diſſertations on thoſe 


: be 


* 


5 * . 
« be meant it tterally uncommon ſultry ſeaſons ;>=or figuratively 
« a moſt tyrannical and exorbitant exerciſe of arbitrary power 
« by thoſe who may be called the ſun in the firmament, by 
e the beaſt, the Pope or Emperor, time mult diſcover. 
Daubuz, in his note on this paſſage, ſays, ® The ſun ſignifies _ 
« the ſupreme powers, according to the place or ſcene of the 
« ation.“ $ The ſun, (ſays Sir Iſaac Newton), is put for the. 
. « whole ſpecies and race of kings, in the kingdom, or kingdoms -. 
« of the world politic, ſhining with regal power and glory. 
„ Darkening, ſmiting, or ſetting of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
4 for the ceaſing of a kingdom, or for the deſolation thereof, 
e proportional to the-darkneſs,—The ſcorching heat of the ſun, 
« for yexatious n r amd troubles, inflicted by 
„ the kings.” + 
| To determine the ui e of the Vang: on which this wa ? 
is poured, it is neceſſary to remember what was ſignified by this 
ſymbol, and by the third part of the ſun, under the trumpets. 
The whole bea power, although divided among ſeveral 
Emperors, was conſidered as the complete ſun. | One third 
part of it was ſmitten when the Præfecture of the Gauls was loſt 
to Rome; the ſecond third part was ſmitten when Odoacer put 
an end to the Roman Cæſars; and the remaining third part, 
when the, Eaftern empire was overturned by the Turks. That 
< theſe three diviſions of the empire, (ſays Dr. Crellener, p- 39.) 
« were but one and the ſame empire, was ſhewn by the public 
« enſigns of authority which were conſtantly carried before the 
« præfecti pretorio in their ſeveral juriſdictions; though each of 
| b theſe Prafefts were under the immediate authority of but one 
Emperor; yet before every one of them was carried the heads | 
« of all the Emperors, who were at that time in power, to ſhew 


RI ry 


77 that they were all together the united majeſty of the empire, 
ith & though they had diſtinct juriſdictions.” T We are allo to re- 

— member, that the Weſtern empire, after it is broken into ten 

n kingdoms, is conſidered as the ſame empire under another form. 

'of This is plain, both from the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's 

iſs image, and of the fourth beaſt of Daniel, the fourth great 

un . 11 130. + Page, 1. 18, + Caps 24s Netir, Imp. Oriental, | 


r 
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a monarehy which was to prevail, as well as! oth whay ts lata 


(Rev. Xii. and _y of the wr or and'of the beaſt, And their 


25 ten horns. l l 2 
Thue ſovereign power, then, & al theſe lee Tana 15. 
ſpotic ones at leaſt, and ſo far as they are corrupt, and united in 
the wicked deſign of oppreſſion, and in oppoſition to the king- 


dom of Chriſt), is conſidered as one ſun, juſt the ſame as tlie 


ſovereignty in the Weſtern and Eaſtern empires. after they 


were entirely ſeparated, was ſo conſidered. Tbe vial of wrath 


on the ſun; therefore, ſignifies ſome particular diſplay of the 


divine 'diſpleaſtre againſt 'deſpots, and deſpotical power. I ſay 


 defpots and deſpotical power; for zhofe who rule by law, and for 


the good of the" fubject, and that power and authority, under 


whatever name, which is exerciſed for the benefit * mankind, 


Eannot” be fuppoſed to be tlie object of the divine vengeatice. 


of this is not, I ſuppoſe; quite perfekt in all its parts, king, 


be ſpeedily reſormed, and then we may hope to find certain ſafety 
from the Jutginents which are deſtined againſt corrupt govern- 


iments. ""Putificatibn is the object of theſe Judgments ; if hat be 
effected we he wech lence But of 1 5 ene 


ee „ L HIT RT 


This particular difplay of the divine wrath int corrupt | 
ſovereignties, may be expected to appear (if our conjectures are 1 


not altogether wrong) ſoon after the overthrow of thoſe tyran- 


nies, ſituate it! the countries of the rivers; to which we ſuppoſe T7 


the third vial refers, and before ſome ſignal calamity falls on 


Rome, the ſeat of the ten horned beaſt, and on the papal hierar- 


hv; or rather on all anti- chriſtian Hierarchies ; for we ſhall ſee, 


a : b y and bye, that the fame cauſe, univerſal renovation, which is 


CORE the Ln gt to an 93 muſt neceſſarily FRE ab * to al 
e ove} „ Amos iv, 13. 7 
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Although, then, the title” good which i is in Europe, as in this | 
country, be not noticed as exertipt from the wide ſpreading 
| rs pan iy it being, at moſt,” but a-tenth- part, and the conftitu- 

ron 


Jord, and commons, who form the ſupreme power of this em- 
pie; yet wwe are not to ſuppoſe the good will be dealt with as 
che bad. And it is to be hoped; that what is amiſs with us Will 


1 5 . 


thoſe corrupt and intollerent ſyſtems, which have ſprung Gas its 
{ That ſome general ſtroke wil fall on deſpots and deſpotiſms, 
and ſome great and general changes take place in the nations, 
before the deſtruttion of the whore' of Babylon, is certain, for 
all the ten horns, kingdoms, ſtates, or nations, are, as by a gene- 
f E ral agreement, to hate the whore, and make her dejolate' and naked; | 
55 and eat her fleſh-(xiches) and burn her with fire# vhich cannot 
poſſibly be, whilſt the ſovereignties are Wy are, GY _ 
molt of them are ſtill her fond paramourfrss. 
But upon this fourih angel pouring his vial upon 5 fn, it is 5 | 
ſaid, and power was given unto him ia ſcorch men with* fire; and , 
men were ſcorched with great heat, and blaſphemed the name of God, . 
which Lath power aver theſe plagues; and they repented not to'give © 
him glory. Dr. Goodwin underſtands the antecedent to the re- 
relative aid, i him, to be the angel not the ſun, as ſome, from 
the accidental agreement of the ſymbols, ſcorching, fire and heat; 
with the properties of that luminary, have concluded. They, + 
are the judgments of the angel, he ſays, which ſcorch men with 
great heat, and not the rays of the ſun. But be this as it mays 
the vial is ĩndiſputably intended, ultimately to bring evil on the 
| ſun. It may, in its rage, ſcorch for awhile, but the divinejudg« 
ments will ſoon extinguiſh its flames in everlaſting darkneſs, and 
_ overwhelm the ſupporters. of tyranny with confuſion. For the - 
rule which Mr, Mede has laid down as incontrovertable, is un- 
doubtedly juſt. Whatever it be upon which each of the 
« vials is poured out, it ſuffers from the vial, damage and injury; 
t ſince the effuſion of the vials, is the effuſion of 'the'wrath If 
« God (chap. xv. 1.) therefore no interpretation can ſtand here, ö 
« whereby the effuſion of a vial n er to dhe benefit of chat 5 ol 
upon which it is poured out. P e 1599 2498 
3 ſome may contend, that, een b AS 
diſtinguiſhable æras in the commencements; and ſuccefſions of = 
theſe laſt plagues, yet, in their-progrels; they will be gradual, and 
parallel, and now th:s, and then that object will be affected; ſo. 
that the ua out of the vial 2 on 3 ach be W 
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to . „ when deſpots 10 deſpoülm firſt vhs 
rienced, ſince the ſymbolic earthquake, ſome ſignal blow, and 
that the wrath is paſſing from one to another. This I think to 
be partly true, and that moſt of the vials will, in a degree, ſyn- 
chronize, and for a conſiderable time run together; but fill, I. 
- apprehend, there will be ſome ſpecial calamities, and ſuch as are 
of unuſual magnitude, 10 diſtinguiſh each; and that, as there 
vill be ſome ſignal calamity, or calamities, fall upon ſome mari- 
time countries, and naval powers, between the vial on the 
earth, and that on the rivers; though, in ſome degree, theſe vials 
may all run together; ſo there will be, I think, ſome ſihgular 
Jjudgmenis fall upon the ſun, at once unuſual in their kind, and of 
extraordinary magnitude, between the execution of that wrath, 

which is deſtined againſt the countries of the rivers, and of that 
which is to fill the kingdom of the beaſt with darkneſs. But 


A 
- X 


__ events are the beſt interpreters. of prophecy. Our duty is to 


watch, and run 10 and fro, and inquire 38 but all we can do, with 
. certainty, before their complete fulfilment, is to -diſcover their 


general intent, and, as they approximate 10 their full accom- 
pliſhment, to gueſs, with an increaſing ee 1 W 
3 Rin and diſcriminating circumſtances; / {1 


And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon 15 ſoar of dle, 
4 his Kingdom was full of darkneſs, and they gnawed their tongues. 
or pain, and blaſphemed the God of heaven, becauſe of their pains 
and ſores; and rehented not of their deeds, verſe T0, 11. The 


language is highly ſymbolic. The beaſt here, is the ecele- 


ſiaſtical beaſt, to which the dragon (chap. xiii. 2.) reſigned the 


metropolis of the Roman empire to be the capital of the ſpiritual 


empire of this new monſter, whoſe. power was to extend over 


| the ten kingdoms. - Theſe | have had one mind, to give their power 
and firength unto the beaft*: Darkneſs is the well known ſymbol 


of miſery and adverſity, whether from war or any other cauſe. 


Paint and ſores are but other ſymbols to ſignify thoſe political 
L a which cauſe 88 and er ruin on the POT 9 
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But fome by the ſeat, or throne of the beaſt, underſtand his. 
: power. ®eov0;, it muſt be admitted, has, ſometimes, this ſigni- 
fication, as the LXX. in 1 Kings i. 4, 7. God male the name 

of Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne greater than 

' thy throne, But as the power, and the ſeat, and the great authority, 


which the dragon gave to the beaſt, in chap. xiii. 2. muſt mean 


ſomething different, the latter ſpringing from the two former. 


There, I think, Ogo, ſeat, muſt mean the ſeat of empire, 


Nome, and Jaw that power which ſome interpreters here un- 
derſtand by 9govoy. And it muſt be allowed, that whatever its 
meaning may be in the thirteenth chapter, it muſt undoubtedly 
be the ſame here. And, ſeeing that the prophecies teach us 


to expect ſome ſignal judgment to fall upon Rome, the great 
whore, who has long rode the kingdoms, it helps to ſtrengthen 
the argument in favour of the concluſion, that, by the ſeat of 
the beaſt, we are to underſtand Rome, or the papal government 


there. But be the meaning of ſeat this or that, the iſſue is the 
fame, for what is the darkneſs which fills the kingdom of the 
beaſt, but the general deſtruction of eccleſiaſtical power, ſtrip- 


ping the whore of all her ornaments, and eating her fleſh, and 


burning her with fire ?“ that is, ſeizing her poſſeſſions ; and ut- 
terly deſtroying her credit, power, and influence, by taking 


from her thoſe honours and riches ſhe has ſo long enjoyed ? 


« Fleſh, in the ſymbolic language, ſignifies (ſays Daubuz) the 


© riches, goods, and poſſeſſions of any perſon; or ſubject con- 


« quered, oppreſſed, or ſlain, as it happens. Thus, in Iſaiah 


& ix. 12. They ſhall devour Iſrael with open mouth. + See alſo 


Iſaiah xvii. 4. The fatneſs of his fleſh ſhall wax lean. By burn- 


ing her with fire, the ſame learned Commentator underſtands 
the utter ruin of Rome, which he ſuppoſes, will be deſtroyed 
with fire and ſword. But, as has been noticed, this deſolation 


of the great whore is not to take place till after the fourth an- 


gel has poured out his vial on the ſun, European deſpotiſm, for 
it is not to be effected by one nation, but the ten horns which 


thou Fu wpon the 5 mo ſhall hate the whore, and make 


— 


* * xvii, 16. 5 46 or Rey, xvii. 16. e 
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«her A lan, There is to be ſome great and nd change take 
0 - in the er, that, as by common Ras e may 


This ; is filling ho kingdom af the. beaſt avg e ug The 
deſtruction of Rome, or of the Papal government there, is, it 
ſeems, te be the ſignal, or the fore runner, of this general in- 
5 .dignation r GY e kae tha brat, xo 
1 ter this comes the ſixth vial. 3 i 1”; 
A the ſixth angel poured aut 15 1 wb apa river a 
1 * and tbe water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings 
the all might be prepared, ver. 12, As there is ſo general an 
Agreement among Commentators, reſpeQing the object of this 
vial, little need be ſaid; ſoon after the great change in the eccle- 
| faſtical affairs of Chriſtendom, ſignified by the vial of the fifth 
angel, we may expect to ſee great calamities befall the Ottoman 
empire, which will terminate in its overthrow, and thus prepare 
the way for the reſtoration. of the ſeed of Abraham; for which 
wonderful event they have been ſo long, and ſo miraculouſl Y pre- 
ſerved. Daniel informs us, (chap. xi. 44.) that one great enemy, 
who is to be the inſtrument of effecling the. ruin of this king of 
the North. f is to come from the Eaſt, and another from the 
Noth. We may gueſs, with tolerable certainty, who the enemy 
| from he north is 3 but who the eaſtern one is, me malt hd 
* But chis, it is likely, will be the moſt fatal one. 
But here is an epiſode, or an accompanying viſion which 
5 en ſome things that deſerve particular attention, verſe 13. 
And I ſaw three unclear ſpirits, (or naſty goblins, as Daubuz has 
at) dike frog, come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the beaſt; and out of the mouth of the falſe prophet... For 
uhey are the, ſpirits of devils, working miracles, which ge forth unto 
the kings of the earth, and of the whole world (not to the people, 
- for very evident reaſons} to gather them to the battle of that great 
6d - {AMAA xc The: ms n the above learned 
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k The Turk. is called he king of the Notth, I 3 not 55 ee he 
came originally from that quarter, but as ſituate a of the country whence the 
3 ms ſprung. 1 1 
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3 Commentator, 


ſidered as two orders; but the regular elergys that is the monks, 


nobles and eee "gn 1 py * the catholic Fan 


05 


4 Cobeleabeyis ad gan of Pesch, bd wörde ſh me Bebe 


« ſtyle, are the ſame as commands and actions, becauſe they im. 
« ply effects of the thoughts. To come out ef the mouth, 


. therefore; ſignifies to be conſtituted and commanded; to bet. 


«. come an agent, or miniſter, under a ſuperiot power.“ But 
frogs! what are theſe the 1ymbols of? Philo, as quoted by f 
Mr. Daubua, ſays, * They are the ſymbol of vain opinions, 
« and glory, having only noiſe and ſound, void of reaſon.“ 

Artimedorus ſays, & Frogs ſignify impoſtors, and flatterers, and 
bhode good to them who get their living out of the common 
« people,” 1ſaw three unclean ſpirits like frogs, come out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out” of 


| the mouth of the falſe prophet.” The dragon is the emperor of 


Germany, at the head of the civil tyranny of Europe; and 
the beaſt, the pope as at the head of the eccleſiaſtical, and the 


falſe prophet, the king of France; or, to ſpeak more properly, 


the ſucceſſions of theſe tyrants 3 z or thoſe Fn of wn 
they are the heads and executive agents. Fil 
But what are theſe frogs which received their birth from theſe 


1 Are they the ſymbols of three men, or of three: 


principles, or what? Certainly not three individuals. I have 
no doubt but they ſignify three orders of men. Let us turn 
our eyes to the continent of Europe, and we ſhall not be long 


in determining who, and what they are, They are, I thing, 


monks, prieſts, and nobles; three orders of men, in deſpotie 

countries, at once the creatures, and ſupporters of deſpotiſm, and 
ſuperſtition; the croaking flatterers of princes, and the ſpoilers 
of the common people. Some, perhaps, may think, that, be 


cauſe the two firſt are both ſtyled clergy (God's heritage) re- 


gular and ſecular, they are not ſufficiently diſtinct to be con- 


are as di ſtinct an order from the ſecular, as theſe are from the 


3 n $$X5 i e ee Silt 
Fl. e n be” a or lt mind of another; thus 
Auron is ſtyled Moſes's prophet, Exod. vii, 1. In this ſenſe, the race of French 
monarchs has been the prophet of the © papacy... All agree, that the falſe prophes | 
Neben is the fame with the two orned beaſt, in chap, All. MY 
* /// T 
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always conſider them ſo, and look upon them with the utmoſt 
contempt, as a filthy, lazy race, the ſpawn of ſuperſtition. 
Theſe are the active agents of the dragon, the beaſt, and the 
falſe prophet, to ſtir up the kings of the earth to war, in ſup- 
port of tyranny and ſuperſtition. Theſe are the ſpirits of devils 
working miracles ; not miracles in the uſual ſenſe of the word; 

if | for onueiov, a ſign, token, wonder,. or miracle, being uſed in 

| | a variety of ſenſes, there is no need of underſtanding it here 

1 to mean ſomething ſupernatural, any more than in Matth. 

If 1 48. where it is uſed for the token which Judas gave to 

1 them who ſeized Jeſus. It may mean ſomething extraordi- 

| nary, but nothing more. They go forth unto the kings of the 


earth, and f the whale world, to gather them to the battle of that 
_ great. day of God Almighty—And he gathered them together into a 
8 place, called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon, that is, the 
| mountain of deſtruction. This awful battle appears to be de- 
11 ſecribed in chapter xix. 1121. It is the war of him whoſe 
name is KixG or KixGs, and Lorp or Loxps, againſt the 
beaft, and the falſe prophet, and the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, They are taken, and the moſt exemplary ven- 
geance executed upon them. The dragon and his army are 
not preſent, or if they are, he, for the preſent, eſcapes. _ 

Ibis being a time of great trouble, and the end drawing 
dar therefore a moſt ſolemn caution : Behold, T came as a 
0 unexpected. Blfſed is be that watcheth. 

And the ſeventh angel poured out his vial into the air. e 
by the air, underſtand the devil's kingdom, he being called 
(Eph. ii. 2.) the prince of the power of the air. But as the earth, 
the ſea, the rivers, the ſur, the ſeat of the- beaſt, and the great 
river Euphrates, appear to ſignify the particular objects of the 
ſeveral vials of wrath ; and to imply limitation, does not the 
effuſion of this vial into the air, ſignify more general calami- 
ties? For though the vials on the aarth, and on the ſea, convey 
the idea of great extent, as well as mark out the nature of the 
Judgments ; ; yet, this on the air, e . preads over, and fills 
all thiogs, may well be confidered as a moft apt emblem of ca · 
lamities ſtill more e . — is ſaid, agrees 
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with this idea. It is a finiſhing judgment, and ſuch an one as 


was not ſince there, was a nation.“ And there came a great voice out 
of the temple of heaven, from the throne, ſaying, It is done. And there 
were voices, and thunders, and ht ightnings ; ; and there was 4 great : 

earthquake, ſuch as was not fince men were upon the earth, ſo mighty 


_. an earthquake and ' ſo great. And there fell upon men a great hail out 


of heaven ; every flone about the weight of a talent. A ſtorm of 
thunder,” ſays Sir Iſaac Newton, t lightning, hail, and 


6 overflowing rain, is put for a tempeſt of war, deſcending _ 


7 from the heavens, and clouds, politic ; great earthquakes, 
cc and the ſhaking of heaven and earth, for the ſhaking of 
« kingdoms, ſo as to diſtract or overthrow them. 

And what are the conſequences of this mighty convulſion 
of the nations ? And the great city (the European empire of the 
dragon and beaſt) was divided into three parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell, and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, o 
give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath. And 
every iſland fled away ; and the mountains were not found. The 
apocalyptical great city is not Rome, as ſome underſtand it, 
but. the anti-chriſtian ſtates of Europe. In this opinion I am 
not ſingular. In different parts of the apocalypſe,” ſays 
the author of Hluſtrations of Prophecy, the European part 


of the Weſtern Roman empire, and the great body of 


« ſpurious Chriſtians who inhabit it, are repreſented under 
*© the emblem of a great city. 1 This city, by the convul- 
ſions and conſequent revolutions which are to take place, is to 
be divided into three parts. Whether into three great confeda- 
racies, or what, I ſhall not venture to gueſs; for I do not 
pretend to be wiſe ahoye what is written, not to have more 


penetration than my neighbours. 


Other corrupt polities alſo, though they 205 7 without 


the boundaries of the great city, are to fall in the general con- 


cuſſion: And the cities of the nations fell. — And it follows: And 


Fereat Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her 
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ed with theſe viſibns; Which it will be proper to notice. It is 
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86 | 
eny means the corrupt, anti-chriſtian Rates of Europe, does 
great Babylon mean Rome; or the Roman ſtate,” as Gill inter- 
prets it 5 or the anti christian e in. rene the n 
nr . SSP do 
ny d "curry Hand led away,” ales "pt mountains were not found. 
The ſymbolfe fflands and mountains. In chapter the ſixth 


15 andert, under the ſixth ſeal, (which J ſuppoſe to refer to 


the Roman revolution from Pagan, to what is called Chriſtian, 
in the dus of Conſtantine the Great; at leaft, in its inferior 
ſenſe; though” Fits full accompliſhment; it looks, I appre- 
hend; to the overthrow of the anti-chriſtian kingdoms in the 
latter days Ne, mountain and Hand are ſaid to have been moved 
out of their places moved out of their place only, but here every 
land fees/atvay, and the mountains are not found; which is 


| certainly expreſſive of a much greater change than then, took 


place. The goyetnments do not only change hands, but, * 
anti-chfiſtiari, are beat to duſf, and vaniſh for ever.. 

Becauſe of theſe great calamities, and changes, and ene 
tions; thoſe who are called men, blaſpheme God, not, perhaps, 
direQly, but virtually, by ſpeaking evil of his providence, 


dd calumniating thoſe eternal principles of juſtice and truth, 


by the triumph of whick they fall, and their ſyſtems of cor. 
raption and oppreflion periſh!” Theſe nen ſeem to ftand in op- 
poſition to che ſervants of God. According to chat moſt ce- 
lebrated Cortimentator, to whom We have fo often referred, 

Daubuz, c they are the followers' of the beaſt, and the falſe 
«« prophet.. But the end of all, whôe do not repent, is to 


petiſn under the weiglit of Gochs ngen, and the kingdoms | 


of the world, are to become the Kingdom of our Lord, and 
of his Chriſt: A kingdom of e wk en 1575 | 


| Which al never paſs away.” * Ghee 


Tue foffewiug 'viſions'give a is ares bug of ſome - 


of theſe great evettts, but the conſideration of cheſe we ſhall at 


Preſent decline. «There'is one circumſtance, However, connet̃t. 


the reſtoration of Iſrael. - The prophet Daniel, after r predifting 
way end of he King) of the dat che Turk be xi, 44. adds 
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a xii. 1.) . at that lime - hall Michael and. ups, FE great 

prince which ſtandeth for the. children of thy people; and there 
ſhall be a time of trouble, och: as neuer was ſince there Was a na- 
tion, even to that ſame time * and at "that time. thy, people ſhall be 
delivered, every ane that Hall be found written, in the book. And 
many of (hem that fleep in the duſt ſhall awake., This is to be the 
reien reſurrection of Iſrael; the, reviyal of the dry bones, in 

the valley of viſion.“ Taking into conſideration the connection 


| of this prophecy, and.compa ing it with the events of the ſixth | 
and; ſeventh vials, there can be no doubt entertained. but that the 

. great troubles of which Daniel ſpeaks, are thoſe of the ſeventh 
* angel, repreſented under the ſymbols of thunder, and lightning, 
1 and bail, and d great earthquake, ſuch as was. not fince men were 

/ upon the earth; and the naturatconclulion is, that at this time 

A Iſrael ſhall be reſtored, an event which all the enlightened be- 
1 levers in Revelation are eagerly looking for, as that great exent 
"x which will at once be an irreſiſtible proof of the divinity of 

a our religion, and the immediate prelude of a long and uncloud- 

4 ed day, when the Lord ſhall be the light of his people; when 

"I the carth-ſhall be covered with the eee, of the Hr: and 

e, the nations learn war no more. 

" How natural is that wks. in. aha viſion of Daniel! (chap. | 
i ii. 6.) How dong ſhail it be to the end of theſe wonders ·— It ſhall . || 


be for à time, times, and an half. The reader knows how to cal- 
culate this myſtical number, which amounts to twelve hundred 
and ſixty years. For this period the eccleſiaſtical monſſer was 
to practiſe and proſper, and wear out the ſaints of the moſt _ 
High. But the judgment ſhall. fit, and they (the nations re- 
generated) ſhall tate away his dominion, 10 conſume it, and ie 
d:ftroy it, unto the end. But how long is this aſſige to laſt? We 
do not mean to pry into hidden things, which belong only unto 


God; but to confine ourſelves to things revealed, which belong | 
to us and our children. It hall be ſor a lime, times, and an hie 
Aud 1 beard; (ſays Daniel), but 1 underſtaad not: Then ſaid I. | 
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knowledge of events, at ſo great a diſtance, was not of conſequence, 
either to the conſolation of the prophet, or to the honour of God, 
therefore the anſwer of the angel, Go thy way, Daniel; for the 
words are cloſed uf, and. ſealed till the time of the end. Many © 
ſhall be purified, and made white,” and tried: but the wicked ſhall 


do wickedly : and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, but the wiſe 


Hall under fland.—Obſerve what follows. It is an anſwer to the 
Prophet's enquiry, M bat ſhall be the end of theſe things? And 


we may be ſure that this anſwer was more on our account, who 


live at the time of the end, than on his. It was undoubtedly de- 
ſigned as a clew to guide us in our reſearches, that we might 


not be without conſolation in the worſt of times, and, above all, 


that God's word, when fulfilled, might be accredited ; and proof 
afforded of its divinity. And from the time that the daily ſacrifice 


all be taken away, and the abomination that maketh defolate ſet up, 


X there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and ninety days. The loſs 


of the liberty of Chriſtian worſhip is here repreſented under ideas 


taken from the ſervice of the Jewiſh Church, and here are thirty 


myſtical days (years) added to the above twelve hundred and 


ſixty, and which twelve hundred and ſixty years, ſeveral paſſages 


in this book, and in the Apocalypſe, determine to be the period 
of the proſperity of the eccleſiaſtical tyranny. - Theſe thirty 


days, or years, appear to mark out the time during which the 
Judgment is to fit upon that monſter which has been the deſtroyer 
of mankind; or the period of calamity from the ſymbolic earth- 
quake (Rev. xi.) to the concluſion of the pouring out of the 

| ſeven vials of wrath, and which, if the French Revolution was 
that earthquake, muſt be about the year 1819, or 1822. And 
what very much confirms this concluſion, is a paſſage which we 
have in Dan. viii. 13, 14. - How long ſhall be the vifien concern- 

ing the daily ſacrifice, and the tranſgreſſion of deſolation, to give 

both the ſanctuary, and the hoſt to be trodden under foot? „ Theſe 


« words (ſays Dr. Lowth), may be rendered more agreeable to 


4 the Hebrew thus: For how long a time ſhall the viſion laſt; the 
t day ſacrifice be taken away, and the tranſgreſſion of deſolation 


& continue?” To the queſtion reſpecting the continuance of 
the . of . the above t in Dan. xi. 1 1. 
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From the time that the angel there calculated, (namely, from the 


æra when the liberty of Chriſtian worſhip was taken away, and: 
which was moſt completely done by the laws of the Emperor 
Juſtinian, about the year 529, or 532,) to cleanſing. the ſanc- 


tuary there were to be twelve hundred and ninety myſtical days. 
; I ſhall here only obſery E, that no period appears more proper than 
the beginning of Juſtinian's reign from which to date the proſpe- 


rity of the eccleſiaſtical beaſt, for it was the Code of this tyrant 


which gave life to this beaſt, and permanency to his power. And in 
the edict which he publiſhed concerning his faith, at the begin- 
ning of his reign, he made his faith to be the rule and meaſure 
of orthodoxy, and threatened all with the ſevereſt puniſhments 
who ſhould. not believe as he did. This faith he ſent to Pope 
John: for his concurrence with him in it, and told him, that he 
did it to conform all to the Church of Rome, calling that Church 


the head of all churches. The Pope, on his part, acknowledges 


the Emperor's faith to be the only true faith. All this intercourſe 


betwixt the Pope and the Emperor, is inſerted into the Code of 


the Imperial law, as the ſtandard and rule for all to conform to, 


under the penalty of being judged to be heretics: See Crefſener'g 


Dem. of the Prot. Appl. of the Apac. p. 306; and Illuftrations of | 
Proph. Vol. II. p. 369.) the tranſgreſſion of deſolation was to 


continue twelve hundred and ninety years, or it was to be ſo 


long before it was completely removed. The inquiry then 15, 
whether the anſwer, in this eighth chapter, agrees with that? 


'Yes, moſt perfectly. Ver. 14. And he faid unto me, Unto two - 


thouſand and three hundred days, or years, then fhall tlie Or... 
be cleanſed. As the event here predicted, namely, the cleanſing . 


of the lanctuary from the abomination that maketh. deſolate, is - 
the ſame with that in the twelfth chapter, and as they muſt ter- 
minate together, from what period. are we to date theſe two; 


thouſand three hundred years? Doubtleſs from the beginning of 
the viſion, the puſhing of the Medo-Perſian Ram. (ver. i iv. 20.) 
And the moſt memorable puſhing of this great monarchy, for 
conqueſt, was about the year, before Chriſt, 481, when Xerxes, 
with his incredible — invaded Greece. This brings us 
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easy to the l as he CPE namely, to the year 
1819. The farther inveſtigation of this ſubject my be feen 1 in 
the Firſt Part of The Signs of the Tomes, 

Whether the wars, and calamities of this period of thirty 
years, which appears to be allotted for the overthrow of all 
_ tyranny and corruption, which is to be dated, we ſuppoſe, 
from the year eighty-nine, or ninety-two, will be without ceſſa- 
tion, is not, 1 apprehend, for any one to ſay.* The flames 
may be ſtopped in this place, and burſt out in that; or the 
- ſtorm may, perhaps, now and then, ſeem as if clearing off, 
and give us ſome hope, but only to rage with renewed. vio- 
lence. If it be that wrath againſt perſecutors, and oppreſſors, 
as we ſuppoſe, which is to turn the earth upſide down, and 
puniſh the bot the high ones that are on high, t then we may 
expect great national events to be conſtantly turning up; and 
unuſual changes perpetually taking place, and moving on to 
the ultimate iſſue, the ruin of anti- chriſt and his party. And 
amidſt the various turns, and vieiſſitudes, by which the friends 

and ſupporters of the beaſt will be drawn on to their ruin, a 
great balance is to be expected in favour of the witneſſes for 
liberty; for though, like God's ſand iſed ones, the Medes and 
Perſians (Iſaiah xiii. 3),. they may not know it, yet they are 
his mighty ones for his anger, to execute his wrath, till every | 
and flees away, and the mountains are not found, and a new 
order of things is PR both in the mor! and . 
world. a 
But, e means may we a to be ſaved Fg thoſe 
l calamities which are deſtined againſt wicked and cor- 
., Xupt nations? All may be ſummed up in a. few words, 


namely, ) inſtant repentance and reformation, moral and poli- 


tical, Te talk of, and lament, the nen and abounding 


From the 1 and exact, e 2 all the las of Daniel ot 
lohn, ifſuing from the moſt intereſting points of hiſtory, (and which, if compared 
- with the prophecies, in connection with which theſe numbers ſtand, appear, with 
| great probability, to be thoſe from which they ſhould ifſue), I am inclined to 
think the year 89 was the termination of all the proſperity of the beaſt ; and that 
from that time the decifive — of the Gay is to reckoned, 
+ Iſaiah xxiv. I. 21. =D | 5 
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vices «of the days; may be thought a trite ad worn out theme 3 | 
and, it may be ſaid, men of all ages have been as wicked, as 


thoſe of this. No matter, for, though God is long-ſuffering,. 


he will not always bear. But it is at leaſt doubtful Whether 
ſome of the vices, | which now prevail, were ever ſo general, 
or ever carried to ſo great a height; and thoſe, the very vices 


Which have always been the forerunners, and the more imme- 


diate cauſes, of the decline and ruin of empires. Was cor- 


ruption ever ſo general, ſyſtematic, and barefaced? And as 


to public virtue, it is become a jeſt. Every thing is ſacrificed 
for gold, for vain honors, and low pleaſures; yea, the meaneſt 
conſiderations of obligation and intereſt are enough to out- | 


weigh the moſt important intereſts of the public. 


But whether our fathers were better or worſe than their ſors, 
is a queſtion of little importance; men and nations were, doubt- 
leſs, always wicked; but there is a time when the iniquity of 
nations is full;* and a ne plus ultra to national, as well as to 
perſonal, vices. We ſeem to have already arrived at this point, 


We muſt recede or periſh, We muſt repent and reform, or 


abide the conſequences. Jes, ſome great change muſt take 
place amongſt us, before we can entertain any well-grounded 


hope of eſcaping from the ruins of that dreadful tempeſt,- which 


howls around us, and in the conflicts of which the majority of 
the nation, being deceived, have choſen to mingle; or before 
there can be any rational proſpect of our . unn per- 


manently better. 


Nor is it individual piety (if J may be” 3 the expreſion) 
which can now ſnatch us from the yawning gulph.. We have 
thouſands who cry to God day and night for our guilty Sodom; 
and for their ſakes the divine anger has been ſtayed ſo long. 


What ſhall I ay? Whoſe repentance is it that can fave us? 
Theirs, who will never hear my feeble voice—What reformation ' 
is it which might benefit us in this awful criſis? Alas! in our 
extremity we turn our eyes to them who were once our confi- - 


dence; but all is deſpair. If che whole head be ſick, and the : 


* Gen. XV. 16. 5 


N22 hole 


a whole heart faint;# har hope can be entertained for the inferior 


members till theſe vital parts be healed? We muſt be radically | 


and generally, refornied, or nothing can fave us: nor will ſeas, 
or fleets, (our ſtrongeſt e or armies, be 0 to e 


tect us for an hour. 
Let the nation then awake to a ſenſe of its IN and i its OE 


There is not one moment to loſe, , The laws ſtill allow us to 
approach our rulers with our ſupplications.— The door is not 
yet quite ſhut.— Let us ſnatch the moment, and beſiege every 


part of the legiſlature with our prayers and remonſtrances. Let 
us act like men who are ſenſible of the danger into which we are 


precipitated; as men who love peace; and who wiſh to preſerve 


our conſtitution and liberties, and avoid the horrors of their 


a ruin. 


I am ſure, that thoſe who will read thefe pages; are not the men 


that need to be told that riot and inſubordination are not the. 
means which are worthy of the Chriſtian, or proper for the at- 
. tainment of the deſired end, There are legal means, eee 1 


hope, if ſteadily purſued, to the purpoſe. bt. 
I ſhould think I diſhonoured my ſubjett, ik I were to give 


| way to feelings of indignation againſt the men who have plung- 


ed us into thoſe calamities, which now overwhelm us. May 
they find mercy. It is blindneſs, perhaps, more than wicked- 
rieſs. But I cannot repreſs the feelings which ariſe in my 


| heart at the remembrance of thoſe men who have done all they 


could, in their ſituation, to prevent the evils which we now en- 
dure, and the {till worſe which we fear. I never think of that 
ſmall band of faithful patriots, who have continued, from the 
commencement of this inauſpicious war, to exert themſelves to 


the utmoſt, to ſave their country from the ruin, which they fore 
| Jaw muſt be the certain conſequence of ſuch a conteſt, without 
the livelieſt ſentiments of gratitude and efteem ; nor of their 


patient perſeverance, amidft calumny and defeat; in the ſervice 
of a miſled people, without admiration. ' They are now re- 


| warded * the n of their own m_ and the ſincere 
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0 cs sf all 1 beſt friends of our conltizutioa and liber- 
ties; and poſterity will not fail to honour their memory, fot « EX 
ertions which are now calumniated. | 

But it is not to men we look for the ſalvation of our country, | 
and for reſcue from the miſeries which infatuation has brought | 
upon'us. None can fave us but the Maker of heaven and earn. ( 
But means are to be uſed. Means and ends, cauſes and effects, | 

are dependent one on the other. It is nothing leſs than an en- 
tire change of character and manners; it is nothing ſhort of an, 
entire change of public meaſures ;: of the reſtoration of our 
rights; and fuch a reform of all abuſes and corruptions; a 
this, þy thoſe whom the people ſuſpett of having an intereſt ſe- 
parate from their own, as may convince them that they ſeek the 
common good, and are deſcrving of the public confidence; it is 
nothing leſs than this, and our immediate withdrawment from 
the party of the beaſt, whoſe end is to periſh, that can afford us 
any hope. When we ſee this, we may reſt ſecure, but not be- 
fore. But let us not be guilty of ingratitude, by entirely for- 
getting that conſolation which is provided for the ſervants of. 
God againſt the worſt poſſible caſe. Let us ſuppole the worlt., 
Let us ſuppoſe that the great body of the people of this coun- 
try, will not only go on in putting unlimited confidence in thoſe 
whoſe meaſures have brought us to our prefent miſerable con- 
dition; fondly fancying, that the day of our triumph is not far 
off, and that at any rate our navy is invincible; but, which is 
much more to be dreaded, that they will continue inſenſible-to 
the hand of God, which is upon us, and perſevere in their ery- 
ing ſins: Let us ſuppoſe, that all political reformation will be 
reſiſted alſo, and that our diviners are mad, and our wiſe men 
turned backward ;* yet ſtill we are not without hope. At even= - 


irg time it ſhall be light 5 


„ Iſa, an. 795 + Zech. xiv. 7. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


May 4th: 


Since the author wrote the above pages, hoſtilities have 
. ceaſed between the French and Imperial armies, and even the 


preliminaries of peace are ſaid to be ſigned. All things with 
us, both at home and abroad, grow darker and darker. If any 
conſolation is to be derived from the humiliation of the Empe- 


ror, beſide that which ariſes from the conſideration that the 


carnage of war is leſſening ; or if any. thing can conſole us 
under the weight of accumulating calamities, it ſprings from 
the hope that theſe things will recall thoſe to their ſenſes, -who 
have been mad with infatuation, and impreſs the public mind 
with thoſe ſerious ſentiments, which muſt become general, be- 


— * 
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a fore they can prove effectual; or before either war or Rees can 
| * alter our proſpects. EST 


